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Anno 1706. HEN the Seſſion was near 

| an End, great Complaints 
e were made in both Houſes, of the Progreſs of 
Pork in Lancaſtire, and of many Inſolencies 
committed there by the Laity and Prieſts of 
* that Religion. Upon this a Bill was brought 
into the Houſe of Commons, with Clauſes that 
would have rendered the Bill, paſſed againſt 
« Papiſts in the End of the laſt Reign effectual: 
„This alarmed all of that Religion; ſo that they 
made very powerful“ * * * *®* * Tnterceſſions 


« with the conſiderable Men of that Houſe * * 
% ²²mßpßß , q So  I--:SV-Þ 


«« # * The Application was made in ſo effectual 


« a Manner, that the Bill was let fall : And, though 
© the Ion bs had made ſome Steps towards ſuch a 
Bill, yet, ſince they ſaw what Fate it was like to 
e have in the other Houfe, inftead of proceeding 
« farther in it, they diſmiſſed that Matter with an 
« Addreſs to the Queen, that ſhe would give Or- 
« ders both to the Fuftices of Peace, and to the 
% Clergy, That a Return might be made to the 
« next Seſſion of Parliament of all the Papiſts in 
« England.” (Extract from Biſhop Burnet's 
Hiſtory of his own; Vol. II.) 
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I E mild Spirit of the National Church, 
the liberal and condeſcending Demea- 
nour of its Rulers,, and the peculiar Tender- 
neſs of the Civil Power towards Sectaries of 
every Name, have encouraged the Roman 
Catholics to make ſome very clamorous Pre- 
tenſions to an equal Share of Religious Li- 
berty; from which, their eccleſiaſtical and 
political Principles muſt in every Free Coun- 
try, and in this more eſpecially, upon the 
moſt prudential Maxims of Government, 
for ever exclude them; as long at leaſt as 
the Conſtitution reſts upon the two Pillars 
which now ſupport it, the Reformation and 
the Revolution. 
They have been alto very indiſereet in their 
Choice of Advocates to enforce this pretend- 
ed Claim; who, by the Forwardnels of their 
Countenance, and the Effrontery of their 
Style, have talked and written their Party 
into a very juſtifiable Suſpicion, (if it be no- 
thing more) that they are growing formida- 
ble enough by their Nunibers to inſtate them- 
ſelves in thoſe Privileges, which they have 
inſiſted on with ſo much Importunity. 
To refute the Calumnies of ſuch Writers 
is the Province of Men of Leiſure; and to 
reſcue even the remote Hiſtory of one's 


Country from. injurious Miſrepreſentations 
B is 
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is a Species of Patriotiſm, that falls within 
the Reach of the moſt ſedentary Profeſſions. 
But, if the national Religion be attacked at 
the ſame Time, there is one Order of Men 
at leaſt, who would betray a blameable Ti- 
midity, ſhould they retire behind the Shield 
of the Laws in an indolent Security, and 
deſert the ſacred Cauſe, it is their Duty to 
defend. 

As to the more active Abettors of Popery, 
I truſt there will never be wanting, in the 
more exalted Stations, either a Vigilance to 
diſcern, or an Ability to defeat their moſt ſe- 
cret or open Efforts : Men who need not the 
Spur of Intereſt to animate them to their Du- 
ty; and who know the fitteſt Seaſons of in- 
terpoſing with Authority, without being 
urged by the clamorous Remonſtrances or 
Religious * Malecontents. 

The Writer of the following Letters re- 
ceived his Provocation from a Medley * of Hi- 
ſtorical and Eccleſiaſtical Falſchoods that 
were obtruded upon the Public laſt Winter. 
The Miſrepreſentations were calculated for 
the Service of Popery ; it may be for the In- 
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* Confeſſional, p. 64. Preface to the iſt Edition. 

The Author ſays — in Plea for publiſhing a Work againſt all 
Religious Eftabliſhments whatever, 

His principal Inducement to acquie/ce in the Publication 
vas his obſerving the redoubled Efforts of Popery—and the 
« ſurpriſing Indifference with which ſome public and even cla- 
e morous Notices of her Progreſs were received, where one 
would have thought both Iutereſt and Duty were concerned to 
* remark and obſtruct her Paſſige.” 

o Intitled. A Free Examination of the common Methods 
© employed to prevent the Growth of Popery.“ London, 1766. 


tereſt 


PREFACE: in 


tereſt of Proteſtantiſm to re-eſtabliſh the 
Truth.— 

He hath ever thought the Conduct of 
the Engliſh Government towards its Popiſh 
Subjects in every Period of Hiſtory, fince 
the Perfection of the Reformation, hath 
been upon the Whole ſo moderate and ir- 
reprehenſible, notwithſtanding their many 
dark Attempts to undermine and overthrow 
it; that a fair Review of any one or more 
of thoſe Tranſactions which their Writers 
now venture to calumniate, muſt be to their 
Shame, and to the Honour of our An- 
ceſtry. | 

Hou mild were the Chaſtiſements of 
the Engliſh Laws in return to the moft 
horrid Cruelties © attempted in one King- 
dom, and perpetrated in the other! 

And he now thinks, if any harſher Re- 
ſtrictions ſhall be laid upon them, through 
the Providence of Government, than thoſe 
which they at preſent ſo tumultuouſly com- 
plain of, the Trade muſt be to them- 
ſelves; there may be too long a Forbear- 
ance in the mildeſt Commonwealth, with 
thoſe who affront her Religion, and diſre- 
gard her Laws. 

But will He who now preſides in the 

Confeſſional Chair, be ſatisfied with any ſuch 
© Lord Bolingbroke ſays, > 8 
——— The Oath of Allegiance was the ſole Hardſhip (for 
ſuch the Court of Rome and a great Number of her Commu— 
nion eſteem it) which the Roman Catholic Party drew on them- 


ſelves, by fo execrable an Attempt, as the Gun-Powder PI. 
Oldcaltle's Remarks, Page 253. 
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ſalutary Reſtraints as the Legiſlature ſhall 
think fit to impoſe ? | 

It aught beneath the Severity of his own 
Plan of a Reform ſhall be deemed effec- 
tual, will He not exclaim ſtill louder, 

«« Of an Eaſineſi towards Popery in Pro- 
«« teſtants of the preſent Age, unknown to 
« our Forefathers ?” Confeſſ. Preface to the 
1ſt Edit. Note, p. 68. 

And infiſt upon the Proof of his preſent 
Suſpicions, 

„That the Church of England is edging 
e back once more towards Popery.” Confefl. 
p. 289. 

But may it not be poſſible that this angry 
Recluſe, who hath written a Satire again 
eſtabliſhed Characters and eſtabliſhed Prin- 
ciples, from the dark Corner of his Library, 
which he hath brooded over for more than 
ten Years paſt, may be ſomewhat miſtaken 
in his Opinion of Men, and of Times; and 
not have fallen at laſt upon the fitteſt Seaſon 
of communicating it to the World ? 

For at the very Time in which he is ex- 
claiming againſt the State, or the Church, 
or both, for their ſurpriſing Indifference, with 
regard to the Incroachments of Popery ; they 
have been reproached by the Papiſts them- 
ſelves for an active Severity, that bordered 
upon Perſecution. 

It ſeems to be the moſt perfect Jul- 
tice one can ſhew to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
to bring the contradictory Charges of her 
two Accuſers, to the public Bar. 


The 
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The Author of the Confeſſional witneſſeth 
in May 1766, 

* That there is an Eaſineſs towards Po- 
te pery in Proteſtants of the preſent Age, 
% unknown to our Forefathers.” p. 68. Pref, 
to the iſt Ed. 

—— A Popiſh Writer of the ſame Year 
complains, 

«« That they are a diſtreſſed, inſulted Peo- 
te ple, robbed by public Prejudice of that 
« Charity which is due to every Creature, 
tc which bears the ſacred human Image.” 
Free Examination. Letter IX. 1766. page 69. 

The Author of the Confeſſional complains, 

« That he, and ſome of the worthieſt 
«© Diſſenters ſee, with Concern and Anxie- 
« ty, the little Interruption that is given to. 
« the unwearied Endeavours of treacherous 
«« Prieſts to pervert his Majeſty's Proteſtant 
« Subjects to their intolerant Superſtition.” 
p- 89. Pref. 1ſt. Ed. | 

The Popiſh Writer of the ſame Year 
complains of the oppreſſive Vigilance of the 
Proteſtant Prelates— 

« Who ſend forth Conſtables and Inform- 
«ers to overthrow Popery.—That they, the 
« Papiſts, live in a State of Perſecution, — 
« are the moſt diſcouraged of any Party in the 
« Kingdom, &c.“ — Free Exam. Letter II. 
and IX. 

The Confeffional finds, in the mutual Com- 
plaiſance he has remarked, 
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« That the two Hierarchies are growing 
daily more and more into a Reſemblance 
« of each other.” p. 88. Pref. iſt Ed. 

The Popith Writer Free Exam. p. 97, 

« Recolleas rhe deadly Symptoms of the 
« genuine Puritan Spirit, and the irrecon- 
„ cileable Enmity of the Calviniſts and Fa- 
e natics,” in the Severities he foreſees from 
the ſame Quarter.— 

What would an impartial Judge deter- 
mine upon fuch Evidence ? But, that the 
Charges are inſupportable, and that the 
Church of England, the Party arraigned, is 
guiltleſs of them all.— 
May fhe ſtand to the remoteſt Ages, on 
the Rock whereon ſhe is built, as on an 
Iſthmus between two contending Seas, keep- 
ing each within its due Bounds, nor ſuffer- 
ing either to overflow its Shores 
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SIR, 


T* Reply to the Queſtion you lately propoſed to me, 
* What I thought of the popular Rumour that has 
_ ſuch general Credit, of the extraordinary Grmwth of 
ery in this Kingdom? j 
anſwer ; it is not to be doubted, but that there may 
have been a conſiderable Increaſe of Papiſts, though per- 
| haps none of Converts to Popery, within theſe few Years, 
chiefly in the Metropolis of this Iſland ; ariſing from the 
conſtant Influx of Artizans, of varicus Names, and Oc- 
cupations, who miniſter to the Luxuries of Dreſs, Fur- 
niture, Equipage, &c. who are, by Accident, not from 
Preference, the Natives of Popiſh Countries; and are 
countenanced amongſt us more for their Taſte and Ele- 
_ in other Fopperies, than for thoſe of their Super- 
ition. To theſe may probably be added a numerous Im- 
portation of a certain religious Order, who, having been 
proſcribed in their own in for many Diſloyalties 
of Practice, as well as Principle, might hope to find a 
temporary Aſylum for their Perſons, and an Opportunity 
of ſpreading their Opinions in this Land of Freedom and 
Humanity. 

Theſe critical Circumſtances may reaſonably excite the 
Attention of a vigilant Adminiſtration, to inquire into the 
State and Numbers of ſo many unauthoriſed Intruders ; 
who undoubtedly import their Neceflities, perhaps their 
Vices, and, what is more dangerous ſtill, their civil and 
religious Principles along with them. But, whatever may 
be the Reſult of this Inquiry, I am inclined to believe, 
the firſt Propagators of A took it up at the Ha- 
zard, from the invidious Cauſes to which they have ſo 
haſtily imputed an Evil, of whoſe very Exiſtence they can- 
not be certain before the Return is made; neither will 
they be able even then to pronounce, whether they are 
more numerous than they were before, and in what Pro- 
portion the Increaſe hath been, for Want of earlier ac- 
curate Lifts to compare with thoſe which ſhall now be 
taken? Yet malevolent Zeal hath pre-determined the 
Point, and, without waiting for ſuch tardy Methods of 
Conviction, hath declarcd their Increaſe to have been ry 

B 4 Pla, 


—— TIED 


1 
— — — dV oe  —_ — __—_— 


A222 — — —— 


ww 


8 r 


pid, alarming, aſtoniſhing ; and hath been bold enough, 
even before the Fact is aſcertained, to aſſign its Cauſes 
with Preciſion, and inſiſt on them with N 
The Diſaffected to our Church- Government charge it 
at a Venture on the Inattention of the Prelacy; the Hic. 
affected to the State, on the Supineneſs of the 1 b 
Not one of them will attribute it, in any Degree, to the 
Lxceſſes of our national Liberty, which they will not al- 
low to be capable of any, Nay, even the Papiſt himſelf, 
wrapped up in a deluſive Dream of the Reality of what he 
wiſhes, conſents, or pretends to conſent to the "Truth of 
the general Report, and, with much curious Sophiſtry, 
ſpins an Argument from it, to catch the Unwary ; 
That a Religion which can thus make its Way againſt 
© every national Diſcouragement, muſt have a ſuperior” 
« Power of Conyiction beyond all others.” (Free Exam. ) 
Whenever Popery ſhall fo far prevail, either by Art or 
Argument, over the good Senſe, and enlightened Reaſon 
of Engliſhmen, as to gain a fixed Settlement amongſt us, 
] will conſent to abjure my Underſtanding, and to allow 
Abſurdity the Power of Conviction.—But, if perchance, 
in this or any other Period, common Humanity ſhould 
prevail with us to admit for a Time the wretched Out- 
caſts of foreign Countries; or Policy ſhould induce us to 
overlook the religious Prejudices of a few Artiſts, whoſe 
Arts or Manufactures may enrich, or improve our Mother- 
Country; or even Faſhion alone, which is one of the 
Handmaids of Commerce, ſhould fo far influence a Trading 
Nation, as to tempt it to connive at the ſuperſtitious Fop- 
peries of a People for the Sake of their Refinements in the 
innocent Elegancies of Life: A numerous Acceſs of Fo- 
reigners from the Popiſh Countries may be the probable 
Conſequences of ſuch & conomy, without any Cauſe of 
Reproach either to the Magiſtracy, or Miniſtry ; nay, 
without any real Increaſe of Popery in the State, either by 
the Defection of any of its Citizens to the Superſtition of 
thoſe Foreigners; or by the favourable Reception of the 
abſurd DoCtrines they hold, to the Prejudice of the na- 
tional Faith or Worſhip. | | 
This may poſſibly be the true Idea of the preſent State 
of Popery in this Iflapd ; and the forward Papiſt may have 
no great Reaſons for his Triumph, or the captious Dif- 
ſenter for his Complaints; although the eſtabliſhed Church 
ſcems to lic under a literary Perſecution from both Parties, 
| from 
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From which the Circumſpection and Steddineſs of her own 
Conduct can only relieve her. | 

With the Diſſenting Party I have at preſent no Matter 
of Debate ; let them vent their Spleen againſt their falſe 
Friend, the Author of the Confeſſional, who, “ along with 
% many a Sweet-meat with which he hath treated them, 
& hath given them likewiſe a bitter Pill,“ when he ob- 
liquely deſcribes them, —“ as a defeated Party, conſtant- 
< ly exclaiming againſt the Practice (of the eſtabliſhed 
Church] as an unreaſonable, unchriſtian, and wicked 
Tyranny.” 9 p. 54. and Pref. p. 21. Note k. 

But the Popiſb Writers of modern Fame cannot always 
with Prudence be neglected; they lie in wait for every 
probable Opportunity to puſh forward their Pretenſions ; 
and have, not long ſince, availed themſelves of the un- 
common Freedom of the Engliſh Preſs, to hazard ſuch 
Publications, as were rather calculated for the Meridian 
of Madrid or Naples, than of London. Impunity hath 
ſharpened their Pens, and either the ſame Writers, or their 
Aſlociates, have ventured abroad again upon the preſent A- 
larm againſt Popery, and have joined the public Cry, with 
the ſubtle Deſign of diverting the Storm from themſelves, 
and cauſing it to fall upon the Rulers of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, to whom (with ſome Degree of ingenious Ma- 
lice, not uncommon in the Leaders of a Mob) they have 
laid the original Blame of all this ſuppoſed Miſchief. 

The firſt Cauſe \ they aſſign for the Growth of Popery, 
is the Inattention of the Prelacy, whom they accuſe of 
neglecting to provide ſeaſonable and ſufficient Refutations 
of its Errors, as faſt as they ariſe; and of leaving the Cor- 
rection of this Evil to the ſole Management and Interpo- 
fition of the Civil Magiſtrate. 

Fable itſelf would turniſh an Anſwer to the firſt Part 
of this Charge; which tells us of a certain Monſter of 
the Serpent Kind, whoſe Heads became more numerous, 
and the Venom of its 'Tongues more poiſonous, by re- 
peated Amputations ; the Allegory of which perhaps could 
never be better applied. —But Truth will carry us {till far- 
ther, and evince, that every old, or new-born, Ablurdity of 
Popiſh Superftition hath had its Correction and Confutation 
over and over from the ableſt Pens; from its groſſeſt Idola- 
tries poſitively maintained by Bellarmine, to its artful 
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Refinements elegantly varniſhed over by Boſſuet. And, 


although our prudent Leaders do not ſend out Ficld-Preach- 
ers, and Street-Preachers, to bawl down their Abſurdi- 
ties; yet, whoever can read, or reaſon among them, may 
find their Doctrines ſolidly and ſyſtematically refuted by 
ſome Writer of Eminence, under every Period fince the 
Reformation. 

Beſides, the Errors of Popery, and the jnordinate Be- 
haviour of its Prieſthood, are of a different Claſs, and by 
no Means to be confounded. | 

Let the Papiſi, if he pleaſe, meditate without any Mo- 
Jeftation, in his Cloſet, or his private Oratory, on the 
Validity of Indulgences, the Reaſonableneſs of Image- 
Worſhip, and the miraculous Powers of Relics, 

Let them edify one another with writing Books in Fa- 
vour of theſc curious Doctrines, the Proteftant can nei- 
ther envy, nor be alarmed at them ; though he may an- 
fwer them, perhaps, according to their Folly, left they be wiſe 
in their own Conceits. 

But if the Romihh Bifhip, who hath ſworn at his Confe- 
cration, “to promote, defend, and increafe the Rights, 
„ Honours, and Authority of the Pope—and to perſecute 
« all Heretics, and Rebels to his ſaid Lord.” Pontif. Rom. 
in Conſecrat. Epiſc. 

Or if the Ramiſb Prie/t, who is taught, by the Canons“ 
of his own Church, * to think himſelf above the Con- 
<« troul of the Secular Power,” ſhall exerciſe their ſeveral! 
Functions here, and open Maſs-Houſes in Contempt of 
the Laws of this Kingdom, wherein it has been found 
neceſſary to put a legal Reſtraint upon a Sect, who refuſe 
to give ſufficient Security for their Obedience, and who 
have, in many Periods of Government, been the dange- 
rous Diſturbers of its Peace; are the Civil Magiſtrates, or 
the Clergy, the proper Cenſors of their Conduct? 

— Want of Skill, as well as Candour, in the Manage- 
ment of Controverſy, is another Advantage ſaid to be 
given to 47 by its Proteſtant Adverfaries.— 

« They ſhould guard themſelves (fay © theſe Writers) 
« againſt the Calumnies, and falſe Repreſentations of Po- 
„ piſh Tenets, which gave that artful and ſucceſsful 
&« Champion, the Biſhop of Meaux, tuch Advantages over 
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d Can. 15. Concil. Later. 
c Free Exam. Letter III. and IV. R 
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* his Antagoniſts of the Reformation in the laſt 9 — 
* And ſhould ſtudy the Addreſs and Manwuvre of Monſ. 
*© Bayle, who wiſely gave up every Poſt that was not te- 
% nable, and never made an Attack upon his Adverſary, 
* but on a Quarter which lay open and expoſed.” 

Monſieur de Meaux's Expoſition of the Doctrine + | the Ca- 
tholic Church, which is here ſo much extolled, was a 
our Miſrepreſentation of genuine Popery, than the Re- 


ormed Writers had ever drawn of her: It was but the 


occaſional Accommodation of the Tenets of the Gallican 
Church to the Scruples of the poor affrighted Hugonots, 
many of whom were more than half-proſelyted before by 
the Terror of Royal Edifts, and the Threats of a Dra- 
gonade.—80 far was this Work of his from being a full 
Refutation of the Falſehoods and Prevarications of weak 
Proteſtants, that he was in ſuch Haſte to convict his An- 
tagoniſts of calumniating the Creed of his Church, as 
to repreſent her Doctrines very different from what they 
really were; and inſtead of “ removing, as he pretend- 
«© ed, a hideous Viſor, to ſhew her in her natural Dreſs;” 
ſo varniſhed over her Face to hide her Defects, that 
her ancient Worſhippers did not know her again : in- 
ſomuch, that * the Doctors of the Sorbonne were much 
diſpleaſed to ſee Popery in this ſtrange Diſguiſe, and made 
ſo many Strictures upon the firſt Impreſſion of his Book, 
that he was obliged to ſuppreſs the whole Edition, and 
change thoſe Places that had been marked by them, and 
to put out a new and more correct Impreſſion: and yet, 
after all, Monſ. Imbert*, a French Eccleſiaſtic of ſome 
Note, was perſecuted by the Archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, 
and threatened with Chains and Impriſonment, for the 
ſole Offence of adhering to the Doctrine of this famous 
E ion. 

_ paſs over this Point without obſerving, that 
Popery ſeems to have flipped on the Biſhop of Meaux's 
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4 Wake's Expoſition, and Defence of the ſame, againſt the 
Biſhop of Meaux, printed 1686. 
© See a Copy of Monſ. Imbert's Letter in French, to Monf. 
de Meaux, wherein he ſays, je defie mes Ennemis de me re- 
rocher d'autre Doctrine que celle de votre Grandeur. — Les 
eſſrs. de la Religion P. R. n'ont autre Objection a me faire ſi 
ce n'eſt, que J 577 Romaine vous traite & me traite d Heretigue. 
Appendix to the iſt Defence of the Expoſition, p. 122. 4to. 
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Maſk again, and is aiming in that Diſguiſe to get Admi(- 


ſion amongſt us; which, if ever Succeſs and Opportunity 
ſhould encourage her, ſhe would be moſt ready to throw 
off, and reſume that “ hideous and terrible Form in 
c which her own orthodox Miniſters are wont to repre- 
e ſent her, although the elegant French Biſhop was 
„ ſhocked to look upon her.” — 

With regard to Monf. Bayle's Dexterity in Contro- 
verſy, ſo much recommended to our Imitation; his Me- 
thod is certainly a moſt decifive one; all religious Syſtems 
in general are alike a Jeſt with him; although his Talent 
at diſcovering an Abſurdity, and expoſing it with true 
Humour, makes him particularly brilliant, when Pope 
is his Object. —As to the individual Pale of Tue Joan, 
for which he is quoted, he certainly threw it afide, as 
too contemptible to be inſiſted upon, but not till he had 
placed it in every Attitude of Deriſion in which it could 
be expoſed ; neither was it in the Power of Bayle, or of 
any ſoberer Advocate for Proteſtantiſm, to cancel it, or give 
it Credit, at their own Pleaſure ; Popiſh Monks and Hiito- 
rians were its original Proprietaries, the Reformers came 
late into Poſſeſſion of it, they took it up as a fair Inſtru- 
ment of Ridicule againſt the arrogant Pretenſions of Papal 
Infallibility : And, to ſum up the Pale in Monſ. Bayle's 
own Words, 

Si le Conte eſt une Fable, &c. © If the Story be fa- 
© bulous, it was forged in the Boſom of the Romiſh 
« Church; the Monks and Prieſts were the firſt Publiſh- 
« ers of it to the World it has been believed and 
adopted by Writers moſt devoted to the Papacy ; and 
« was never attempted to be diſcredited, till the Proteſ- 
© tants began to make their Advantage of it.” 

Great Diſingenuity and Unfaithfulneſs, in ſetting 
forth the Political Tenets of Papiſts, as diſloyal and unfa- 
vourable to Government, make up another Charge againſt 
the Proteſtants of this Country, —and are ſaid to 5 „ ſuch 
<« paltry Shifts and Subterfuges, as muſt prove detrimen- 
* tal to their Religion, and favourable to Popery ; for, of 


4c all ſuch childiſh Stratagems, the watchful and indefa- 


te tigable Prieſt makes unmercitul Uſe.” Free Exam. 
Letter IV. 


— 


— 


' Monſ de Meaux's Advertiſement, p. 2, 4. 
8 Bayle, ſous l' Article, Papeſſi. 
Unmer- 
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Unmerciful Pains have certainly been taken by“ one 
wery indefatigable Prieſt, to wipe off this Stain of Diſſoyalty 
and Diſaffection to our Conſtitution, which ſeems inhe- 
rent in the Principles of Papiſts, and to have too often 
infected their PraCtices : Who hath publiſhed the ſame 
loyal Diſſertation twice over, tacking it as an Appendix ta 
the Tail of both his Publications; to prove 

That, notwithſtanding his free Abuſe of the Religion 
of his Country, both h: and his whole Prieſthood are 
the moſt paſſrve Paſtors upon Earth, and the moſt zealous 
Preachers of Non-re/tance among the People. For, 


although they may ſeem, to heretical States, to profeſs 


Principles which tend to Sedition, yet we are aſſured, by 
one of their warmeſt * Advocates, that * the Fidelity ta 
Principle, attributed to Catholics, is chimerical.” 

Theſe flimſy Declaimers upon Loyalty ought to know, 
that the eſtabliſhed Government of this Kingdom is now 
fixed on fo ſtable a Baſis, as neither to tremble at her 
Popiſh Subjects, although they give no ſufficient Teſt of 
their good Affection; nor to be gratified beyond Meaſure, 
with the _ Profeſſions they make of it. 

But, if the Integrity of our Hiſtorians be a more re- 
ſpectable Teſtimony than the oſtentatious Declarations of 
their Teachers, the Annals of England and Ireland are 


too pregnant with Examples of Popiſh Sedition and Diſ- 


loyalty, to be overbalanced by a plauſible Diſſertation on 
their Principles of implicit Subjection from the Pen of 
Father Phillips; or by an ill-placed Panegyric upon Loy- 
alty, from the Pulpit of a Maſs-houſe, to ſollicit the Con- 


t See the ſame Treatiſe on The Paſſive Obedi:n:e of Papiſts, 
Ain the Appendix to the 2d Edition of“ A Letter to a Stu- 
dent at a foreign Univerſity ; and again, in the Appendix to 
the 8vo Edit, of C Pole's Lite - to which a ort Note, in the 
Illd Vol: of Mrs. Macaulay's Hiſtory, may be a better Reply, 
than a /onger Anſwer : 

« The Practices of Papiſts, and their Principles, however 
*« ſpeciouſly ſect forth, tend alice to make them the Contempt, 
© Jealouily, and Averſion of People who potlets the Bleſſing s 
„of liberty, who know it- Value, are acquainted with the 


equal Rights of Men, and underſtand the rational Principles of 


Government and Subjection ; although they may, as proper 
Tools of Iniquity, be looked upon with an Eye of Favour 
* by ill-deſigning Governors. Vol. III. p. 78. Note. 
i Free Exam. p. 15, Note, 
nivanoe 
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nivance of the Magiſtracy, which might otherwiſe be diſ- 
poſed to ſhut up its Doors.— 

Whether therefore their Principles and their Practices 
be, or be not, at all Times in Uniſon with each other; 
et it is demonſtrable from Hiſtory, that their Loyal 
hath ever been under the Controul of that Power whic 
hath the Supremacy over their Conſciences; ever ready to 
grovel under the Yoke of the moſt abject Subjection, or 
to break out into Faction and Rebellion, as Rome ſhall 

give the Word.— 

As ſoon as Pius V. had iſſued his Bulle of Excommu- 
nication againſt Elizabeth, every Tie of Allegiance was 
diflolved, and Plots and Treaſons ſucceeded to Harmony 
and Obedience. 

They communicated with the Church of England, 
25 by Sir Edward Coke) till the Bulle from Rome made 
© it ſinful ; their Recuſancy was not therefore for Reli- 
<« gion, but in Acknowledgment of the Pope's Power.” —= 
Speech on the Gun-powder Plot, p. 110. Diſcourſe of the 
Treaſon, reprinted by Bp. Barlow, 1699.) 

heir Loyalty hath been ſuſpended ever ſince on the 
fame unſteady — King James I. courted them on 
his Acceſſion; they returned the Adulation: He diſap- 
pointed them of their vain Hopes; they turned Rebels 
and Incendiaries : he reſtrained them with a very gen- 
tle Hand, and inſtead of inſiſting, as would have well 
become him, on their utter abjuring the pernicious Pow- 
er of the See of Rome, (which had inſolently interfered at 
firſt in his Right of Acceſſion, and had diſturbed his Go- 
vernment afterwards with Plots of the moſt atrocious Kind) 
would have accepted from them the moſt ſimple Profeſſion 
of Duty, which a Subject, who had never oſtended. could 
give his Sovereign, THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

And what were the happy Effects of this mild Reproof 
of their late Enormities ? Paul V th's Jealouſy immediately 
took Fire, he was alarmed, leſt James ſhould pretend to 
any Share in the temporal Sovereignty over Roman Catholic 
Subjects, and diſpatched a moſt inſolent Brief into Eng- 
land, „which was reputed (faith the“ King) to be fo 
© contrary to Divinity, Policy, and good Senſe by all 
« who ſaw it, that many, even of the Papiſts, deem- 
«ed it a Counterfeit, till a Second came the following 


k King James's Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, p. 30. 
: « Year, 
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% Year, from the ſame Quarter, to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm it; in which an, £ he interdicted the ſaid Oath, 
h 


as containing many 
Salvation.“ 

If then a Profeſſion of civil Allegiance to the Sove- 
reign, and a Diſavowal of the Pope's temporal Power in 
this Realm, (for the Supremacy in Spirituals is not once 
mentioned through the whole Oath) was pronounced to 
be © repugnant to Faith and Salvation,” in 1606, by Paul 
V. it muſt continue to be ſo ſtill, under Clement XIII. : 
in 1767, or Popes underſtand not the true Doctrines of q 
their own Church; and the boaſted © Uniformity and Im- | 
mutability of the Doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, 
muſt fall to the Ground :—and a King of England, who 
{hould condeſcend to offer his Popiſh Subjects any laxer 
Teſt of their Allegiance, than what is now impoſed, might 
expect to have it rejected, if not by themſelves, by their 
ſpiritual Sovereign, with the fame Inſolence and Indignity „ 
as was that honeſt Form of Profeſſion of Allegiance,” 
(as » P. Walſh calls it) which was, with a ſuſpicious Con- 
deſcenſion, offered at different Times to their Roman Ca- 
tholic Subjects, by the three firſt of the Stuart Family, 
either in England or Ireland; and for which they were re- 
quited by the three Popes, Paul V, Urban VIII, and A- 
lexander VII. with Defiance and Inſolence from Abroad; 
and with Treaſons and Rebellions at Home. 


ings repugnant to Faith and 


Haujuſmodi Juramentum falva Fide Catholica & Salute ani- 
marum veſtrarum przſtari non poteſt, cum multa continet que 
{idei & Saluti ape; te adverſentur. Extract from Paul Vth s firit 
Brief. Paper Office, An. Dom. 1605. Quoted in Collier's 
Records, Vol. II. N. CI. 
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0 „ 8' ils nous montrent (favs Monſ. Boſſuet) la moindre In- 
** conſtance, ou la moindre Variation dans les Dogmes de lE- 
gliſe Catholique depuis fon Origine juſque a nous, —mo1- 
** meme j'effecerai mon Hiſtoire.” —Preface aux Variations des 
Vgliſes Proteſts. 

v ©© ] mean that honeſt Form of Profeſſion of Allegiance to 
his Majeſty, ſigned and preſented in 1661; and fince be- 
come famous by the Oppoſitions made againit it; though, to 
my Judgment, if it have any Fault, it is oniy this, that it is 
not full enough, and home enough, in thoſe very Particulars 
which are ſo much decried,” P. Walſh's Letter to the Karl 
of Eſſex. Four Letters printed 1686, 15 

Th 
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This is a true Repreſentation of the Temper, and 
Conduct, of their Popiſh Subjects to a Race of Kings, 
who were diſpoſed to have favoured them beyond their ut- 
moſt Pretenſions.— Whenever therefore an Engliſh Writer 
of Hiſtory, or Controverſy, takes upon him to deſcribe 
the political Character of Popery in this Nation, he is 
not to be accuſed of Unfaithfulneſs, if he draws after the 
Originals which the Archives of his Country exhibit : 
He 1s not to paint a French Catholic, or a Spaniſh Catho- 
lic, but an Engliſh Catholic, as the Subject of a Prince 
whom he 1s taught to believe heretical. Bid him inquire 
the Principles of their People, and the Doctrines of their 
Prieſts, at Madrid, or Paris; and he will tell you truly, 
he has nothing to do with them; the Annals of his own 
Country are his Guide; and it is the Duty of an Hiſto- 
rian, as it is likewiſe the true Uſe of Hiſtory, to draw out 
Leſſons of Prudence for preſent Times and Government, 
from the Experience of the paſt, — 

But if it be true, that modern 2 fr now ſo perfect- 
ly reformed both in her Theology and Policy, by the Aids 
and Refinements of Philoſophy, as to have atoned for the 
Sins of her ancient Superſtitions, and the Crimes of her 
former Treaſons: Whence is that“ Proteſtant Travellers 
who viſit Popiſh Countries, find, at this Day, Ignorance 
to be the Mother of their Devotion, and Superſtition the 
Rule of their civil Obedience ?” 

The ſame Idolatries , which diſhonour the Divine Na- 
ture; the ſame Superſtitions”, which degrade the Human; 
the ſame Abuſes of Church Power, which defeat the 

uſtice of civil Government; all the Barbariſms of the 

welfth Century, diſgrace the 8 

Hath Rome yet acquitted the Proteſtants of Hereſy ? 
And did not the Bulle * of Clement XI. to the Emperor 
Charles VI. fully ſhew what Terms of good Faith were to 
be kept with ſuch ? 

Hath the Roman Pontiff ever renounced thoſe pernicious 
Tenets, or diſclaimed thoſe uſurped Rights, which have 
grown out of Papai Supremacy ? 

The Right of excommunicating Princes, who have 
been pronounced Heretical. 


See Free Examination, Letter IV. p. 12. 
a See Sharp's Letters from Italy in 1705 and 1766.—29, 
30, 32» 36, 39, 4, 49, 81, $2. 
t Sce Letter V. 
The 
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The Right of depoſing them, and abſolving their Sub- 
jects from all Obligations to Fealty and Obedience. 

Ihe Right of diſſolving the reciprocal Ties of Protec- 
tion and Allegiance between King and People, deſtructive 
of the mutual Rights of them both, — 

« Doctrines theſe, (according to a very ſenſible Remark- 
* of Archbiſhop Tillotſon's) not always openly avowed, 
but frequently put in Execution: A Kind of Engine 
« kept like Goliab's Sword in the Sanctuary behind the E- 
*© phod, but yet ſo, that the High Prieſt can lend it out 
upon an extraordinary Occaſion.” Sermon on Novem- 
ber 5, 1678. 

And a very ſuperficial Examination of the Records of 
dur Hiſtory will convince us, that ſcarce a Reign hath 
paſſed ſince the Conqueſt, but either the Prince, or the 
People, have been threatened, or actually aſſaulted with 
theſe very Weapons of Papal Tyranny. And, although 
the formidable Artillery be now filent, yet the Arſenal is 
ſtill full, and no perfect Security can be truſted to, till 
all thoſe deſtructive Stores are utterly aboliſhed, — 

But, notwithitanding this, a bold * Advocate for the 
Rights of Popiſh Subjects ſteps forth, without Authority, 
and without a Name,—with a compound Medley in his 
Hand of an Oath of Abjuration and Allegiance, copied 
from an Iriſb News-paper, which he firſt pronounces to 
be a fair and ſufficient Teſt of their Obedience,” and 
then challenges the Acceptance of it, on Pain of being 
deſervedly upbraided with “ a genuine Spirit of Perſe- 
© cution.” 

A ſerious Anſwer to ſuch a Challenge would be almoſt 
as ridiculous as the Challenge itſelf However this Irifh * 


v Free Examination, pages 82, 83. Note, Letter ſigned 
——- Impartial. 


w Copy of the propoſed Oath, from p. 82, of the Free Ex- 
amination. 

„J, A. B. do hereby engage, and ſwear, that I will from 
** henceforth, during my Life, bear true Faith and Allegiance 
to his Majeſty King George III, his Heirs, and Succeſ- 
* fors, whom to the utmoſt of my Power I will ad, ſupport, 
aud defend, hereby utterly renouncing all Obedience and 
** Attachment to Charles Stuart, and every other Perſon pre- 
** tending to a Right to the Crown of theſe Realms; whom, 

* as 


C Teſt 
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Teſt is a very fair 1 of Criticiſm, with which I ſhall 


conclude my preſent Letter, and trouble you with ſome 
other Miſcellaneous Remarks on theſe, and other Writers 
in the Cauſe of Popery, on a future Occaſion.— 

In the firſt Place, this Iriſb Oath, bears fo near a Reſem- 
blance to the Oath of Allegiance, in the particular Clauſe, 
* which abjures and renounces all Right in the Pope ot 
© Rome to any temporal Juriſdiction over theſe Realms,” 
that it muſt certainly fall under the ſame Papal Cenſure.— 
It cannot therefore be ſuppoſed, that the reigning Pope 
will admit an Oath to be lawful, and ſuffer it to be taken 
by Popiſh Subjects in England and Ireland, which had been 
originally pronounced in thoſe * very Points to be “ con- 
trary to the Chriſtian Faith,” in the Pontificate of Paul 
V, as has been before-mentioned; and was afterwards 
more ſtrongly anathematized, when propoſed to the Eng- 
liſh and Irifh Catholics in the Beginning of Charles Iſt's 
Reign, by Urban VIII, who exhorted them © to? under- 


cc go 


* 


as likewiſe their Adherents, Iwill, to the utmoſt of my Power 
oppoſe in any Attempt, he, or they, may make upon the ſame. 

hereby alſo deny, renounce, and abjure any Right in the 
« Pope of Rome, or his Succeſſors, to the Exercile or Claim 
of any temporal Juriſdiction over theſe Realms. I abjure and 
„ renounce alſo that damnable Poſition, that no Faith is to be 
kept with Verſons of a different Communion from my own, 
or that the horrid Guilt of Perjury may be incurred to ſerve 
any Cauſe whativever, or that Diſpenſations for committing 
the ſame are iodged with the Pope, or any other Power on 
„ Farth; and this Abjuration J make in the plain and ordinary 
« Senſe of the Words, without any Prevatication, or mental 
*© Reſervation whatever—ſo help me God.” 

* Cardinal Bellarmine, who bake the Sentimeuts of his Maſ- 
ter, the Pope, declares in his ortus, p. 23. 

„ Parum intereſt, utrum Auttor Apologiz (viz. Rex Jaco- 
bus) velit Juramentum de quo nunc agimus eſſe de Primaru 
« Regis en Spiritualibus, an contra Poteſtatem Ponliificis in Reges 
*© Chriftiancs, utrumgue enim Fidel Chri//ianez repugnat.“ 

y Qu<d ſi eouſque vis progredietur, ut vos ad noxiun 
illud & zllicitum Anglicanz fidelitatis ſuramentum adigat — ad- 
hæreat lingua vellra faucibus veſtris priuſquam Autoritatem B. 
Petri ea jurisjurandi formula imminutum eatis. Non enim ibi 
id ſolum agitur, uti Fides Regi ſervetur, ſed ut ſacrum univer- 
ſæ Eccleſiæ Sceptrum eripiatur Vicariis Dei Omnipotentiz— 

Datum Roma, apud S. Pecrum, 
Sub Annulo Piſcatoris, zo Die Maii 1626. 
Collier's Recogl:, page 110. Vol. II. from the Faper-Office. 
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go any Torments rather than degrade the Authority of 
St. Peter, by taking that 1 Oath ; by which 


the ſacred Scepter of the Univerſal Church would be 
* plucked out of the Hands of the Vicars of the Omni- 
© potent God.” 

In the fecond Place. | 
It is very defective and evaſive, as it offers not to re 
nounce the two principal Branches of Papal Uſurpation 
on the Rights of Princes, the diſpenſing and depoſing Pow- 

rs — 

And, as to the voluntary Abjuration of a forgotten Pre- 
tender to the Crown of Great Britain, no prodigious Me- 
rit can be derived from that; the Pope and his whole Col- 
lege of Cardinals, one perhaps only excepted, might be 
admitted as good Subjects of England, upon the ſame 
Claim,—for they have all abjured him—and it is notorious 
to all Europe, | 

That the laſt remaining Ruin, the laſt tottering Co- 
„ lumn of Royalty, in the Houſe of Stuart, ſtands a 
Monument of Scorn and Contempt, even in the Midſt 


of Papal Rome,” — 


I am, 


$-1.K: NC 


L n . 
On AN TICHRIS r. 


SIR, 


Na late Letter I gave you a Detail of ſome very ſin- 
gular Cauſes, to which the ſuppoſed Prevalence of 
Vopery in this Kingdom hath with ſome Artifice been aſ- 
igned by a Set of Writers, who have hung out Proteſ- 


„ Sharp's Letters from Italy. Letter XLI. pages 195 & feq. 
2d Edit. . 
C 2 tant 
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tant Colours, to deceive the Party they mean to betray : 
But you, who have already ſeen their Method of Attack, 
cannot be at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh the Side they would 
favour. 

The induftrious Pains they have taken to perſuade the 
Champions for Proteſtantiſm to lay afide their old ap- 
proved Weapons againſt Popery, and truſt to new ones 
of ſuch brittle Temper as they would furniſh them with, 
evidently diſcover the 'T reachery of their Deſigns. And 
it ſhould give us a better Opinion of the true Power of 
thoſe Arguments we have been uſed to conhde in, when 
we (ce them labouring ſo artfully to cheat us out of them. 

1 have already expoſed the abſolute Futility of thoſe 
Complaints which they have brought againſt the Conduct 
of the Proteitant Miniſtry, and which they affect with 
much Compaſſion to lament, as ſo many additional Rein- 
forcements to their Popiſh Adverſaries. 

Indeed, was there "Truth in what they inſinuate, al! 
that Inſolence of Pity, with which they oppreſs us, would 
be highly mortifying ; but the Mock- Triumph of a de- 
featcd Enemy muſt rather excite our Laughter, than out 
Reſentment,— | 

You will be ſurprized perhaps, when I tell you, that 
one very capital Act of Indiſcretion charged upon the 
Reformed, as doing infinite Prejudice to their Cauſe, is, 

« The no leſs ludicrous than unſucceſsful Attempt to 
prove the Pope to be Antichriſt, and Chriſtian Rome 
© Babylon ;” waich (we are aſſured by theſe Popiſh Ad- 
vacates for Proteſtantiſm) © is a itanding Jeſt among Pa- 
„ piſts has occaſioned great Scandal, and tended to con- 
firm them in their Religion.“ (Free Exam. Letter VII.) 

Were I to talk to this Philoſopher and Free-thinker, the 
Author of this pleaſant Paradox, in his own ludicrous 
Way; I might queſtion him, whence it could happen, 
that the Pope of Rome ſhould thus grow up to be a mord 
formidable Antagoniſt to the Proteſtant Faith, by his ſup- 
zofed Reſemblance to the Beaſt with Eleven Horns, in the 
Prophety of Dauiel, or that with Seven Heads in the A. 
ed unleſs the Idol of Popery, like the miſhapen 

cities of Siam and Japan, increaſes the Zeal of his Wor- 
ſhippers, by the Exceſs of his Deformity ? 

(But to be ferious.) There has been a "Time, I ac- 
knowledge, in the Annals of Controverſy, when the O- 

non of Papal Antichriſt was thought very unſaſhionablc 
333 z and a Court Chaplain who ſhould haye ven- 


turcd 
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tured on ſuch a Subject in the Reign of Charles II. would 
as infallibly have been convicted of Fanaticiſm, as it he 
had gone up into his Pulpit with a ſhort Cloak, and 
cropp'd Hair.—-But that childiſh Age of Buffoonry is now 
forgotten; and one may again preſume to believe, that 
the Path in which the great Sir Iſaac Newton * delighted to 
walk, cannot but lead to the Temple of Fruth.— 

However therefore the acute P-{/uet may exult in thoſe 
petty Advantages againſt this Opinion, which the cager 
Zeal of Lnther in the ſixteenth Century, and the fancitul 
Credulity of Furien in the laſt, may ſeem to have given 
him; yet, if we will take the Counſel of that great Writer, 
whom I have juſt named, © and reſt contented with in- 
«© terpreting what hath been already fulfilled, and not be- 
come Prophets ourſelves,” there. wil! appear nothing in- 
diſſoluble and perplexed, “ no ili-fupported * Chimera” 
in the Interpretation of this Prophecy. The ſober Hand 
of Hiſtory ſtill continues to unravel the Cluc ; and her 
Diſcoveries are ſo far from juſtifying the Scofter in his 
Ridicule, that they ſeem continually to direct the du- 
bious, and to lead forward the modeſt Interpreter :—And 
I will not ſo much as doubt, but that in the Fulneſs of 
Time it will appear, to the Honour of the Nations re- 
formed from the Errors of Antichriſtian Rome, that © they 
have not only exerted a Right, but fulfilled an expreſs 
Command, in forſaking her Communion. 


. 2 See his Obſervations on the Propheſies of Daniel and the 
Apocalypſe, in 4to. 1733. 

d Free Exam. p. 51, 

© The Synod of Gap in Dauphiny proteſted, in 1603, to have 
founded their Separation from the Church of Rome ou a divine 
Command —— upon the full Conviction, that ſhe is 
the very Antichriſt foretold. 

Their Words are as follow: 

Sur ce que P'luſieurs ſont inquietez pour avoir nomme le 
Pape Antichaiſt. La Compagnie proteſte, que c' eft la Creance 
& Confeſſion Commune de nous tous, & que Ceft un Fonde- 
ment de noſtre Separation de VEglite Romaine, fondement 2174 
de ! Eeriture. 

Let me obſerve, that this Declaration of the Synod of Gap 
was not heard of at Rome with Diſregard. Sully ſays in his Me- 
moirs, Book XVI. 

Je creis que le Pape en eut toute la peur; car il s' en corrouga 
{i tert, que ſa Majeſte (Henri IV.) n' cut pas peu de peine a 


{' appaiſer. 
8 C 3 J will 
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I will not lead you away into ſo extenſive a Field as this 
Argument might tempt me to; for | confeſs to you, when 
I compare the written Hiſtory of the Papacy, as far as it 
is known to me, with the prophetic one of Antichriſt, 1 
cannot but marvel at their wonderous Coincidence !— 

If you would ſce theſe Propheſies developed by Means 
of that careful and unremitted Attention ſo much recom- 
mended by St. Peter, whom 1 may venture to call the in- 
ſpired Commentator upon the Apocalypſe ; you may find 
it in the Writings of ſome very eminent Moderns. The 
Biſhops, Newton and Warburton, of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and Perce and Lowman, among the Diſſenters; who, not 
diſmayed by the angry Imprecations of a Bellarmine ©, or 
the politer Raillery of a Boſſuet, have dared ſtill to hold 
the Mirrour up to Papal Rome, wherein ſhe may look, 
and ſtartle at her own Reſemblance. To theſe 1 would 
add one Foreigner, the mild and modeſt Limborch', whoſe 
ſingle Chapter de Antichriſto | would venture to preſcribe 
to any unprejudiced Roman Catholic, as a Cure againſt 
wy fancitul Diſpoſition to mock at Proteſtants on this 

OINt.— 

As to myſelf, 1 ſhall think I have fully anſwered every 

Thing which has the Shadow of an Argument in the 


ah. * 


4 
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« dir Jaac Newton is of Opinion, “ that the latter Part of 
ct. Peter's 2d Ep. Ch. i. V. 19. to the End, is a continued 
Commentary upon the Apocalypſe;“ therein he teils them, 
they have a more ſure Vord of Propheſy,“ to be heeded by 
them, ** as a Light ſhining in a dark lace until the Dey dawn, 
and the Day-ftar ariſe in their Hearts; that is, undi they 
begin to underſtand it: For“ no Propheſy of the Scripture, 
ſaith he, is of any private Interpretation.“ Sir Iaac Newton on 
the Apocal. p. 240. 

* Bullarmine hath vented a great Deal of ridiculous Spleen 
and Indignation againſt all the Maintainers of this Opinion, in 
a large Book of xxiv Chapters: particularly Luther, Melanc- 
thorn, and ſome others of the firſt Keformers.— 

Il Lying ſays he) be, according to the viith Ch. of Daniel, 
a Mark ot Antichriſt, how much better docs it ſuit Luther, 
than the Pepe, who has been convicted, upon a fair Compu 


tation, of 874 Lyes ? Bellarm. de Antichrifio, Lib. III. de 
« Rom. Pont. 


Cap. de Antichriſto. Limborch, Theol. Chriſtian, 
Free 
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Free-thinker's Letter, if I can ſhew this © coarſe Tranſ— 
Jator of the Biſhop of Meaux, that the Opinion of Papal 
Antichriſt, far from miniſtring to the Cauſe of Popery, 
hath at all Times been looked upon as the greateſt Trea- 
ſon againſt the "Triple Crown; far from betraying the 
Intereſts of Proteſtancy, hath been a Corner-ftone in its 
firſt Foundation, and a very principal Bulwark to it ever 
fince ,—inſomuch that even Baſſuet himſelf (who is a 
much ſmarter Rallier on this Subject, than theſe homel 
Jeſters, who affect to imitate him) hath confeſſed, “ Ca 
<< etE principalement, &c.””—*<< it hath been chiefly by the 
Interpretation bf theſe Viſions (in the Apocalypſe) that 
the Proteſtants have been infpired wich an utter Ab- 
„ horrence of the Church of Rome, and been fed with 
the Hopes of its ſpeedy Exciſion.” Variations des Egl. 
Prot, Lib. XIII. Sect XL. 

It is a celebrated "Tale in Papal Hiſtory, that a Pope of 
Rome once thought the groſſeſt of all Imputations he 
could caſt on his Rival of Conſtantinople, was to reproach 
him with being the Antichriſt ; and it was for aiming at 
that very Pre-eminence, which the Roman Pontiffs have 
ſince uſurped : So that both the Character itſelf, and the 
Ignominy of it, muſt be their own, upon the infallible 
Deciſion of no leſs a Perſonage than Gregory ® the Great. 

In the following Ages of [dolatry and Slavery, when 
the Imperial << Dragon had given his Power to the Beaſt,” 
it was not to be expected, that the Weſtern Princes would 
caſt any Reproaches upon the Idol which they themſelves 
had ſet up. Who ſhould dare to upbraid the vindictive Hil- 
debrand, or the haughty Alexander, with the infamous Li- 
tle they fo juſtly merited, when the hrit Emperors of the 
Chriſtian World, Henry IV. and Barbarsſſa, had ſtooped 
to take their Crowns up at their Feet? 

But iu the twelfth Century, the pious St. Bernard could 
not but fee, through the dark Mitt of Bigotry which ſur- 
rounded him, the evident Characters of Aut:chri/t in the 


w— 


* Bien d' autres que Luther ſe briteront contre cette P:erre, 
ſays the biſhop of Vieaux, Liv. XII. des Variations, Sect, 11, 

Which the Free-Thiaker very elzaartly tranſlates, 

* They thould have learned more Wiſdom, than to beat their 
* Brains out agaiuſt the Apocaiypſe,” Letter VII. Free Exa- 
miner. 


2 Greg. Epilt. . Pp. XXX. 
3 e Pxide 
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Pride and Tyranny of the reigning Popes; and he had 
the Spirit to upbraid them with the Reſemblance: He 
could diſcern the Marks of the Beat, in the exceſſive A- 
buſes of their Power; though he ſaw it not in the Cor- 


ruptions of their Idolatries.— 


The like Exorbitances of Papal Tyranny led other ſpe- 
culative Men of that Period to examine, whether there 
were no Traces in the Records of Providence, from which 
to calculate the Appearance of ſo ſtrange a Power, as 
then captivated the whole Weſtern World: And this In- 

uiry enabled the ſhrewd Abbot of Calabria to inform 
Richard I. of England, who was then at Meſſina in Sicaly, 
on a Cruſade into the Eat; 

„That Antichriſt was already born in the City of 
cc Rome; “ and, had not that intoxicated Prince drunk 
too deep of the poiſonous Vine of Babylon", to ſee the 
Madnels of that religious Enterpriſe he was ruſhing head- 
long into for her Sake, inſtead of inſtructing the Arch- 
biſhop of Rzar to reaſon that good Abbot out of his Opi- 
nion, which ought to have given a ſenſible Alarm to the 
infatuated Spirit of Richard; he would have reflected on 
the vile Indignities his Father had ſuffered from the Rod 
of that malignant Power, which was ſent as a Scourge 
upon the Chriſtian World; he would have immediate] 
renounced the baſe Allegiance he had vowed her, have 
returned to his depopulated Country, and carried back 
with him, from this L:flon of his learned Monitor, ſuch a 
ſpirited Abhorrence of the gauling Yoke of Rome, as 


| might poſſibly have extended to his Brother's Re an: 


and then Envzland had never bluſfhed at the Ignominy of 
ſecinz her Crown caſt down at the Feet of a Nuncio. 

The poor perſecuted Chriſtians of the Valleys of Picd- 
mont, in the thirteenth Century, did not fo much provokę 
the Reſentment of thuir Countrymen, (as is whimfically 
ſuggeltcd by a modern Writer) “ by ſaying their Prayers 


— 


This remarkable Interview at Miu between Richard J. 
and Teachim, the Abhot, is recorded by Howveden, a contempo— 
rary Writer, who had been Chaplain te Hur I. and Celiſſine 
Til, the reigning Pope, gave ao i! Countenance to Jrachim's 
Propheſv, wacn he itru k the Imperial Crown from the Head of 
Henry VI. with a Kick of his toot, -—— 

* Revelations, Ch, xvii. . 3. 

King jou, 
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in bad French,” as they did the implacable Rage of Pope 
Innocent III. for proclaiming him to be Antichri/t, and Pa- 
pal Rome Babylon, in very intelligible Latin”; and, for 
theſe their Treaſons againſt the Pontihcate, was that 
bloody Cruſade of Chrittians againſt Chriſtians barba- 
roully ſet on Foot. 

And yet ſurely theſe innocent Heretics were both wiſer 
and better Men than their Perſecutors; for who could 
read many of the flagitious Canons of the Great Council 
of Lateran, held by Innocent III. in 1215, 

(The Firſt of which eſtabliſhed, in expreſs Terms, the 
monſtrous Doctrine of Tranſulſlantiation. And 

The Third injoined all temporal Princes utterly to ex- 
terminate all Heretics, under Pain of forfeiting their Sub- 
jects* Allegiance, and having their Territories taken from 
them, 

And not draw the Parallel between him and the Man 
of Sin, the Great Antichrift ? 

Whoſe Coming is after the Working of Satan, with 
Signs and lying Wonders, 2d Ep. Theilal. Ch. ii. V. g. 

Who had a Mouth ſpeaking very great Things, and a 
Look more ſtout than his Fellows. Daniel, Ch. vii. 
V-« 0. 

And it was given him to make War with the Saints, 
and to overcome them ; and Power was given him over 
all Kindreds, and Nations, and Tongues. 

And all who dwell on Earth ſhall worſhip him, whoſe 
Names are not written in the Book of Life.-—Revelations, 
Ch. xiii. V. 7; . 

Thus periſhed a Million of thoſe ſuppoſed Heretics, for 
the unperdonable Sins (as Monſ. de Thu has reckoned 
them up) © of rejecting Image-Worſhip; diſbelievin 
„ Purgatory ; affirming the Pope to be Antichriſt, 27 
* Rome Babylon.” 


CT ——— 


m The Confeſſion of Faith of the FVaudois and Albigeois was 
publithed by them in Latin and dedicated to the French 
King. The Monks would have deitroyed all their Records, 
but they were preſerved by the Mareſchal Lejaiguieres, a Pro- 
teſtant, at the Faking of Acn:brun, in 15856, —— biſhop Newton 
hath given it, iu its original Latin, from the Hiſtoria Eccleſ. 
Magdeb. Notes to p. 157. Vol. fikL—On Propheſy. 

„he Cruſade againſt the Albigcnles was denounced by Iuna- 
cert III. iu the Beginning of the 13th Century. | 

Luan, Liv, Vi. Sect. 0. 


In 
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In the next Century aroſe Micliſf, who adopted many 
of the theological and political 'Tenets of the maſſacred 
Albigenſes, full of intolerable Treaſon againſt Antichriſtian 
? Rome, and in direct Contradiction to the noted Canons 
of the great Lateran Council. But the enraged Pontiff 
was diſappointed of his Revenge upon his Perſon (though 
he ſought it with the moſt implacable Indignation ) by the 
ſpirited Protection of the Enyitth Nobles, who were 
aſhamed of the abject V ailalage of their Country to Pa- 
pal Deſpotiſm.— 

The Vengeance, deſtined for the Head of J/74:F, flum- 
bered for a Time, but fell afterwards with redoubled Fury 
on his Bohemian Followers, John Hu, an! Yerom of 
Prague; who, but for their bitter Averſion to the Omni- 
potence of Papal Power, and their inflexible Auherence to 
the Belief of Antichrijt, might poſlibly have beun pardoned 
their other Hereſies, and ſent Home in Safety .— 

You will readily imagine the Profligacy of Alexander 
VI. and the ambitious Pride of Julius II. ſerved but to 


fix the ſame Character on Rome and her Hierarchy at the 


Opening of the ſixteenth Century: it became even the 
Language of the mt Chriſtian King, and Lows XII. ſtruck 
a Medal at Paris, with this Device, * Perdam Babyloms 
« Nomen;” „I will deſtroy the Name of Babylon; 
which ſo incenſed the haughty Spirit of Julius, that in 
the laſt Lateran Council which he called the Year before 


r 


. 


Dp Many of Wid:f”'s Tenets which are principally levelled 
againſt the exorbitant Power of the Popedom, and the u- 
*« ſurped Supremacy of the See of Rome,” are recorded by 
Walfngham, who lived ncar that Period, and are quoted from 
him by Collier. ELecleſ. Hiſt. Book VI. and in a MS. in ine 
Bedleian Library at Oxford, called Wicleff's Bileve; he thrice 
objects to Urban VI. his Reſemblance to the Character of Ani. 
N though he does not venture openly to ſtigmatize him 
with it. Collier's Records, Vol. I. Numb. 47. 

q The Zeal of the firk Bohemian Reformers, in maintaining, 
the Doctrine of Papal Antichrift, appears in their numerous 
Writings on that Subject. In a Catalogue of the Works of 7. 


 Huſs, publiſhed by Ot Bransfelt, and dedicated to Luther, in 


4to, are recited. 
1. De Anatomid Antichri/l:. 
2. De Myſteriis Iniquitatis Auticbriſti. 
3. De Revelationibus Chrift: & Antichrij7:. 
4. De Kegno, Populo, Vita, & Moribus Antichriſi. Bre- 
vis Hiſtoriola Eecleſ. Sclawonice. Amſterdami 1660, 
| | he 
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he died, © he forbad the Clergy even to ſpeak of the 
Coming of Antichriſt,” 

But the Evidence of ſucceſſive Ages was too ſtrong to 
be ſuppreſſed by a Papal Edict. This Cloud of Infamy 
which had hung ſo long over the Triple Diadem, and 
greatly diminiſhed its Luſtre, broke upon it with irt eſiſti- 
ble Violence in the Reign of Les X. 

The Extravagancies of his voluptuous Court called for 
extraordinary Supplies; and the Treaſures of Holy Church 
were not thought too ſacred for the Purpoſe : Hence Indul- 
gences of every Kind were ſet to Sale, which could tempt 
the Liberality of the Purchaſer. — The intrepid Zeal of Lu- 
ther took Fire; from cenſuring the Abuſe of a Power, he 
proceeded to queſtion its original Foundation; and find- 
ing the whole Structure of Romiſh Superſtition give Way 
at the firſt Stroke, and the Alacrity with which the Princes 
of Europe ſprang up from their Dream of Deluſion, he 
vainly hoped the Kingdom of Antichriſt was now haſtening 
to its Diflolution ; and that he, who had given it ſo ſe- 
vere a Shock, ſhould be the Witnefs of its Fall. 

May it not even be afterted, (in Oppoſition to the Bi- 
ſhop of Meaum ) that there was a Mixture of judicious Po- 
licy, as well as ſtrong Conviction in the Zeal with which 
he promoted the Doctrine of Panal Antichriſt, and the 
Expectation of his Fall; as he found it an Engine moſt 
deitructive of the preſent Power of the Popedom, and the 
mott formidable 3 againſt its future Incroach- 
ments ? 

This Opinion, maintained by Luther with his conſti- 
tutional Vehemence, ſoon ſpread itſelf through all the 
Prov:nces of the Reformation. And although I do not 
venture to pronounce it (even upon very weighty Autho- 
rity ) to be the principal Baſis of fo noble a Superſtructure, 


— — 
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1 Tewe!s Defence of the Apology. 

* Sce Variations des Egliſes Prote d. Livres I. & XIII. 

t « On this common Principle that the Pope, or Church 
of Reme, was the very Antichri/t ſoretold was the Referma- 
tion begun and carried on: On this was the great Separation 
* from the Church of Rcze conceived and periected ; and on 
* tais Princ ple, that ſhe is Juticiri//, they had not only a 
Right, but lay under the Chiigauon of a i ommand, 1% cme 
* out of this ſpiritual Babjlen,” -- Biſhop Warbarion ca the 
Riſe ot Autichrifi, Sermon XI. Vol. III. 1766. 
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as Proteſtantiſm ; yet I ſhould eſteem it a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to any ſerious, or ſupercilious Inquirer, who ſhall aſk 
or demand a Reaſon of our Separation from Rome. 

Thus, Sir, have J followed the Traces of this Doc- 
trine through a Period of many Hundred Years: A Doc- 
trine, which inſtead of rendering the Maintainers of it 
„ ridiculous * to Papiſts, hath at all Times been dreaded 
and diſcountenanced to the utmoſt by Rome and her Pon- 
tifts, as the moſt dangerous Preaſon againſt the Tiara; 
ſeeing, the ſacred Book in which thoſe Prophefies are 
written, hath not only marked out the whole Progress 


of her ſinful Abominations, but even pronounced the ſo- 


lemn Decree of her final Overthrow.— 

I ſhall conclude this Letter with a Kemark on Monſ. 
Beſſuet, and his modern Diſciples *; who make the fluc- 
tuating State of this Opinion of Antichr/rran Rome, in 
the laſt and preſent Century, an Argument againſt the 
abſolute Credibility of it; and the Revertes of tome fan- 
ciful Interpreters, a Proof of the Abſurdity of the Doc- 
trine in general. 

It ſeems to me, that the Obviouſneſs of their Appli- 
cation at firſt Sight, not the impenetrable Myfterioutnets 
of theſe Propheſies, drew too many warm Imagination» 
to venture too far on the Strength of plauſible Conjec- 
ture, till they had thrown a Diſcredit upon their true In- 
terpretation of thoſe already fultilled, by a too eager De- 
fire to penetrate into Futurity ; ſo that the Prophecies 
themſelves, from being ſtudied too much, came not to be 
ſtudied at all. 

Party alſo ſtept in to the Aid of Prejudice in this King- 
dom; and, as the Puritans had been originally the mot 
zcalous Advocates for this Doctrine, it was exploded as 
the Badge of Fanaticiſm, and grew into Diſrepute along 
with 1t,— 

But the cooler Judgment of later Interpreters hath 

uided them better ; they have reſtored the Credit of thi: 
Doctrine, as judicious Commentators, without hazarding 
the Forfeiture of their own Credit, as extravagant Sooth- 


ſayers. They have followed the Clue of Sir ljaac New- 


u Free Exam. p. 53- | 
„See Hiſtoire des Variations, Liv. XIII. 
x Free Examination, Letter VII. 
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2» ; they have ſought out the Meaning of theſe Prophe- 


ſies in the unerring Records of Hiſtory ; and, on the Cer- 
tainty of what is already fulfilled, have grounded their 
Expectations of their final Accompliſhment. 

And, if any Doubt yet remain of the Truth of their 
[nterpretations, Papal Rome, who hath ever been too 
proud to reform herſelf, holds up the Acts of her Coun- 
cils, and the Hiſtory of her Pontiffs, as the fulleſt Com- 
ment upon theſe Myſteries ; and hereupon one might ven- 
ture to inſcribe, as a Motto, the Words of Monſ. Cha- 
mier, the ſuppoſed Penman of the Edict of Nantes; “ Ei- 


ther there is no Antichrift, or this is he.” Chamier, 
Lib. I. Cap. vili. 


] am, 


SIR, &c. 
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On the GUN-POWDER PLOT. 
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HE Count of Beulainuilliers, in his 1 the 
French Government, ſpeaking of F. Daniel's Hiſtory 
_ of France, lays, © it is impoſſible for a Jeſuit to be a 
good Hiſtorian ;—if the Principles and Prejudices of his 
Order will not ſuffer him to write a French Hiſtory with 
impartiality, with how perverted a Spirit muſt he fit down 
to comment on the Annals of Englund, almoſt every Pe- 
riod of which is pregnant with Events, he will think 
himſclf under a religious Obligation to contradict, or miſ- 
repreſent f!— 

He will reproach the noble Firmneſs with which ſome 
Princes of the Plantagenet Race withſtood the Incroach- 
ments of Papal Power, with the Names of Saciilege and 
Rebellion: He will compliment the baſe Puſillanimity 
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and Condeſcenſion of others, in the Style of Piety and 
filial Obedience.— 

He will call the Reſtoration of pure Chriſtianity in thi: 
Kingdom, at the Era ot the Reformation, a Defectio:, 
© of one of the faireſt Portions of the Catholic Church.” 

The notorious Cruelties of Mary's Reign, the Offspring 
of two the moſt baleful Paſſions of the Human Heart. 
Bigotry and Revenge, he will affect: to ridicule, ** as © 
** threadbare Ballads, and the diſmal Ditties of a Nurſery,” 

And every horrid Effort of the molt frantic Enthuſiaſm, 
or dark Attempt of malicious Treachery, to revive, or 
ta revenge the expiring Cauſe of Popery, by Plots, Maſ. 
facres, or Rebellions, he will either diſcredit as injurious 
Calumnies, “ made profeſſedly to juſtify the Proſecution 
of Catholics © who have no Guilt but their Religion ;” 
or canonize them as “ juit*, holy, and neceſſary Wars.” — 

I was led into this Train of Obſervation, by reading 
ſome extraordinary Criticiſms on Engliſh Hiſtory, in a 
Work which has very lately been the Subject of our 
Correſpondence, written with the Artifice, though per- 
haps not with the Pen of a Jeſuit; but, in my Opinion, 
ill ſerving to conciliate the Favour of Government to its 
Popiſh Subjects in the preſent Century; by reproaching 
the Memory of our Anceſtry, with the baſeſt and moſt 
diſingenuous Treatment of them in the paſt; and ac- 
cuſing the Readers of Hiſtory, of the meaneſt Credulity 
to believe, and the Writers, of the moſt ſhameful Calumny 
to relate, Facts, or rather Miſrepreſentations of Facts, 
invented and propagated by weak Proteſtants to bring an 
« Odium on Popery.” 

The firſt horrid Lale in the Annals of England, pro- 
duced to warrant this heavy Charge, is the Story of the 
Gun powder Plot; introduced probably for the Sake of the 
exiled Fraternity of Jeſuits, who might poſſibly hope for 
an Ajylum in this humane Country, though all 43 e had 
concurred in their Eæcluſian, could that dreadful Ma- 
chinery, which was at the Time either adviſed, or ap- 
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Life of Cardinal Pole. Vol. I. Se. vi, 

b Idem, Vol. II. p. 166. 

© Free Examination, p. 20. 

d Peter Walſh's iſt Letter to the Popuh Biſhop of Ferns. 
© Free Examination. | 


# Free Examination, Letter V. 
proved 


. 31 
rroved by the Chief of their Order, be laughed out of 


edit, or exploded as an arrant Forgery. 

The Author of theſe ingenious Emendations of our 
Hiſtory may intend them likewiſe as Specimens of a larger 
Work, to be publiſhed in due Time, under the Title of 
4 Pipiſh Hiſtory of England; wherein all the Plots, Frea- 
ns, and Rebellions, in Great Britain and Irelaud, hitherto 
imputed to the Papiſts, will be ſet in a new and ſurpriſing 
{.izht; and proved © either to have been really perpe- 
trated by the Proteſtants themſelves, or to have been 
** falſely k invented by them, for the beloved Purpoſes of 
i« Perſecution.” Free Exam. 

What a v:luable Acquiſition will ſuch a Work be to 
the Libraries of the Curious! We have at preſent Hiſto- 
rivgraphers of almoſt every Party and Perſuaſion; we 
have High-Church and Low-Church Hiſtories ; Puritan 
and Jacobite ; Philoſophical and Republican ; this alone 
{c-ms wanting to complete the Collection, and make the 
Hiſtory of our Country) Fa Syſtem of the mott indiſſo- 
iuble Perplexities.— 

As to the individual Story of which I am ſpeaking, it 
one of thoſe ſhocking Barbarities, which in a Sceptical 
Age would of Courſe loſe ſomewhat of its Credibility, 
from being almoſt too horrible to be believed; and the 
Traces of it might have been worn away by Degrees, but 
{or the ſuſpicious Pains which have been taken to obſcure 
and to obliterate them. 

t is pretended indeed, but with too flimſy a Veil of 
Diſſimulation, that it is for the Intereſt of Proteſtantiſm to 
diſcredit ſuch idle Tales; “which weaken the Force of 
all the Arguments againſt Popery, and have done inft- 
© nite Miſchief to the Proteſtant Cauſe in this Nation.“ 
Free Exam. Letter V. 

[f it be an Impoſture then, let Hiſtory bear her own Diſ- 
ace after a fair Examination, for inventing fo infamous 
a Calumny ; and let inſtant Atonement be made to the 


The Authors of the Calendarium Catholicum, (a Silly Alma- 
"ack, as P. Walſh calls it, publiſhed in 162, with the ſame 
ew as the preſent Free Examination, to pervert all the Hifto- 
al Events that were to the Diſcredit of the Papiſts) and, atter 
them, the Jeſuit, Pere d Orleans, in his Revo/utions a” Angleterre, 
repreſent the Gun-powwder-Plot, as a mere Contrivance of Cecii's, 
% make the Roman Catholics odious — 
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Memory of the injured Martyr *, by giving Refuge an* 
Protection to his ſuffering Poſterity.— — But if true, le 
Government be never ſeduced by ſuch impotent Artifce- 
as theſe, to looſen the neceſſary Barriers againſt the In- 
croachment of a Sect, whoſe noxious Principles are the 
fame at this very Day; not * a notorious paſſive Obe- 
* dience to the Conſtitution in all mundane Affairs; 
Free Exam. p. 18. But a dangerous Intermeddling in th- 
Policy of Princes, on a Pretence of ſome Incroachments 


on the Privileges of the Church;—— Principles, which 


when reſtrained, and kept down by the Wiſdom of Here- 


tic Princes, diſcharge their malignant Poiſon on Sove- 


_ reigns and States of their own Communion. 


But fince theſe Popiſh ExeuRGaTORs of our Hiſtory, 
after much Pains taken to ridicule away the ſhocking Ap- 
pearance of this Story, as “ a mere Scare-Crow Article 
of Accuſation againſt Popery,” affect not ſo much to 
deny the Fact itſelf, as the Principles upon which it is 
charged; J will ſet before you a ſhort Review of the An- 
nals of that Period, to ſhew on which Side the Miſrepre- 
ſentation lies. 

Popery ſaw, at the Cloſe of the ſixteenth Century, 
the declining Vigour of Queen Elizabeth with a ſecret 
Pleaſure ; and prepared to avail herſelf both of the Par- 
tiality and Puſillanimity of the Prince of Scotland, to re- 
cover her Power over this Iſland. James had profeſſed 
himſelf a faithful Son of the Court, if not of the Church 
of Rome, by an Addreſs of unbecoming Adulation to 
the Sovereign Pontiff, Clement VIII'; and ſeemed in- 


clined 


n That the Jeſuit Garnet was honoured as a Martyr, (though 
he diſclaimea all Pretenſions to it himſelf, in his own remarkable 
Apoſtrophe! Me Martyrem! O qualem Martyrem !) We 
have the Authority of a Brother of his Order, Eudemo- Johannes, 
a Crelan-Jeſuit; who wrote his Apology, and publiſhed it at 
Colign in 1610, with a very curious Frontiſpiece.— 

Garnet's Face pourtrayed in the Center of a Wheat-Straw, 
(ſuch as it appeared to one of his Diſciples who kept it as 4 
Relique) incircled with this Legend, * Miraculo/a Effi- 
* gies R. P. H. Garnet, Soc. Jef. Martyris Angl:cani, 3 Mali, 
* 1600, ——— 

James I. wrote a Letter to Clement VIII. from Holy-rood- 
Houle, Sept. 24, i599, by his Amb: ſſador Drummond, tO 
court his good Opinion, by faying, “ Nullam nos unquam fe- 

* Vita 
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clined to have taken up the Crown of Great Britain at the 
Feet of his Holineſs, rather than to have run any Hazard 
of loſing it. It is not to de wondered at, if the Po 
ſhould riſe in his Importance on ſuch a Self- abaſement as 
this of Fames's, and endeavour to make the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of Popery the Terms of his Succeſſion. And from 
hence thoſe two inſelent Breves took their Riſe, which were 
{ent over here in the following Year, and intruſted as moſt 
important Depoſits, to the Gare and Diſcretion of the Je- 
ſuit Garnet, to produce and circulate them * at the moſt 
convenient Seaſon. 

The cautious Jeſuit found the People leſs inclined to 
ſubmit to ſuch a Yoke, than James might perhaps have 
{1ppoſed, or Clement have flattered himſelf and therefore, 
either through Fear of the Reſentment of the Nation, or 
through Confidence that James would prove the very 


——̃—ꝛ— 


vitiam contra quoſcunque Catholicos religionis ergo exercu- 
jiſſe, —and ſubſcribed himſelf— 
Beatitudinis Veſtræ 
Obſequentiſſ. Filius. — 


This Letter (if genuine, as quoted by Ruſbworth, Hiſt, 
Collect. Vol. II.) was probably ſent, with other Inſtructions, 
by Mr. Drummond to Rome, to obyiate any Oppoſition the Pope 
ſcemed inclined to make to James's Acceſſion to the Throne of 
England ; of which he was, through great Timidity of Temper, 
extremely ſuſpicious. — 

The Authors of the Free Examination would fain annihilate 
the two Breves of Clement VIII. to the People of England ; but 
Cardinal Bellarmize gloried in them, as Teſtimonies of the Vi- 
glance of his Maſter over the Intereſts of the Papal See, and 
thc Popiſh Faith.— 

He writes thus in his Torts - 

Clemens VIII. duo Brevia, Anno 1600, 49% annis ante obi- - 
tum Regine ad Catholicos miſit, unum ad Clerum, alterum ad 
Populum ; quibus conſilium dedit, (quale dare decet S8. Ponti- 
ne em) ut Catholici operam darent quantum in ipſis eſt, ut Rex 
ad Religionem Catholicam bene affectus eligeretur. — 

But the Breves are not ſufficiently complete, without the Ad- 
tion of that inſolent Preamble with which they were uihercd ; 
as quoted by Sir Edward Cote, in his Speech on Garne''s 
| rial :—* Quandocunque contingeret Miſeram illam Fozminam 
ex Vita excedere.” 

„Whenever ht wretched Neman (meaning Elizaberh ) ſhall 
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Prince therein recommended, he prudently witheld the 
Breves, which he afterwards ſupprefled.—He preſumed 
the partial Inclination of the Scottiſh King to extend his 
Indulgence to the Roman Catholics, would ſet them at 
leaſt on an equal Foot with his Proteſtant Subjects; on 
this Preſumption the Papiſts made their earlieſt Claim to 
the Royal Favour on the Acceſſion of their favourite So- 
vereign. They came forward, but were reprimanded fox 
their Boldneſs; they pretended Promiſes, which were de- 
nied and diſproved '; and the Arrogance with which they 
demanded Countenance, ſoon made it neceflary to the 
King's Dignity to ſhew them ſome public Marks of Diſ- 
couragement : They petitioned for a Toleration, it was 
rejected ; but Connivance continued ; Bigotry grew out- 
rageous upon her Diſappointment, and provoked the Se- 
verity of the Laws which were, as yet, witheld from 
chaſtiſing her. At length Enthuſiaſm grew deſperate , 
and it was reſolved to exterminate the whole Legiſlature 
at once, on the very Spot, where thoſe cruel Laws were 
forged, to lay Refiraint on ſo holy a Religion. And 
yet, they will tell you ſtill, Popery was guiltleſs ; 
the Plot which followed was the Device of only a few 
*« Neſperadoes, obſcure, abandoned, and diſtreſſed in their 
„Fortunes, and acting againſt their religious Principles.” 
Free Exam. p. 17 and 21. 

It is marvellous, that ſuch paltry Extenuations of Guil- 
ſhould be urged, in direct Contradiction to the notorious 
Truth.— 

'The King's and his Attorney-General's Words both 

prove the very Contrary to this Aſſertion the King ſays, 
in his Speech to the two Houſes, on Occaſion of the 
Diſcovery of the Plot: 

Elf theſe Confpirators had been Bankrupt Perſons, o. 
«© diſcontented upon any Diſgraces done unto them, this 
might have ſeemed to have been a Work of Revenge. 
*© —But, for my own Part, as I ſcarcely know any of 
them, ſo cannot they alledge ſo much as a pretended 
* Cauſe of Grief ; and the Wretch himſelf in Hand (C 
« Fawkes) doth confeſs, “there was no Cauſe moving 


See Lord Northampton's Speech at the Trial of Sir Everar: 
Dig (Diſcourſe of the Trtajon, re publiſhed by Barks, / 
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« him or them, but only Religion.” (Diſcourſe of the 
Treaſon.) 

220 Sir Edward Coke, in his Speech at the Arraign- 
ment of the Conſpirators, ſays, 

„That no Man, though never ſo wicked, may be 
c wronged ; true it is, they were Gentlemen of good 
*« Houſes, of excellent Parts, however perniciouſly abuſed 
te and corrupted ; of very competent Fortunes and E- 
« ſtates; Prercy, of the Houſe of Northumberland ; Sir 
«© William Stanley and J. Talbot, both of great and ho- 
** nourable Families.” 

That it was the Effort of a few is a Proof of the malig- 
nant Force of that Principle which impelled them to ſuch 
an Attempt, rather than of the Weakneſs of the Conſpi- 
racy itſelf : Ravaillac was but one, but the ſame religious 
Rage wrought ſtrong enough in that one, to make him ad= 
venture — execute a Blow, which threw a whole King- 
dom into Diſtration, But theſe few were all Papiſts, 
not one Proteſtant Villain could be found to engage in fo 
infernal an Attempt, though it might have ſalved the Infa- 
my of the Tranſaction; rather may it be ſaid, the Enterpriſe 
was thought by the Papiſts of too glorious a Nature to ſuf- 
fer a Heretic to have any Share in it, had there been one ſo 
loſt to Humanity to have embarked with ſuch a Crew, 
Cateſby ® and Percy, the Leaders of the Cauſe, were Con- 
ſpirators upon Principle; the Brevesof Clement VIII. were 
the Mandate they profeſſed to obey ; they acted upon their 
own Senſe of the literal Meaning of them; and the reſt, 
who followed them with leſs Eagerneſs, were confirmed 


in the ſame Sentiments by the Conſtruction of their Con- 


teflor Garnet. 

Sir Everard Digby, who came late and e into 
the Engagement; and brought with him, as a Sacrifice to 
that area ful Enterpriſe, his“ Eſtate, his Life, his Name, 
his Memory, his Poſterity, and all worldly Conſidera- 
tions — ;” ingenuouſly confeſſes in his own me- 
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he 


See Sir E. Coke's Speech upon Garnet's Trial. 
" See Sir E. Coke's Speech upon Garnet's Trial. 


* Lord Northampton's Speech on the Trial of Sir Everard 
ND 2by. 8 
Biſhop Barlow's Republication of the Diſcourſe, & c. p. 131, 


D 2 lancholy 


36 LET TH RI 


tanchol Letters which he left behind him, the Motives 
which ſeduced him to embark in that Conſpiracy :— 
<« Before I knew ny Thing of the Plot, I did aſk Mr. 


« Farmer (one of the Names which Garnet was called by) 
„ what the Meaning of the Pope's Breves was; he told 
«<< me, they were not to undertake or procure Stirs, but 
« yet they would not hinder any ; neither was it the 
#6 Pope's ind they ſhould, that ſhould be undertaken 
« for the Catholic Good.” Paper IX. 

And in another Paper, (ſo far is he from“ acknowledg- 
ing his Guilt publickly, and expreſſing the higheſt De- 
e teſtation and Repentance for it;“ which the Authors of 
the Free Examination aflert they all did, and introduce it, 
as a Proof, „ that they came into it againſt Principle ;” 
Free Exam. p. 17, 18.) He profeſſedly declares ; For 
my Intention, let me tell you, that, if I had thought 
there had been the leaſt Sin in the Plot, I would not 
have been guilty of it for the World: No other Cauſe 
drew me to hazard my Fortune and Life, but Zeal to 
God's Religion.” Paper I. | 

After this, what avails it to inſiſt, that this wicked 
Plot, like moſt horrid Defigns of Blood, was in the Hands 
of a few? It was too ſhocking to be intruſted to many; 
it was deſtructive enough to be effected by a few; and 
the Whole terminates at length, in this dreadful Truth 
that it was a molt diabolical Conſpiracy, to which the 
Ringleaders were ſtimulated by bigotted Zeal z and their 
Followers reconciled by relig:ous Motives, ſeconded by 
the Counſels of Rome. Who but muſt ſhudder at ſuch 
accurſed Principles | Which could prompt the Confeſſed to 
attempt, and ſuffer the 2 to conceal, the moſt atro- 
cious Enterpriſe that ever diſgraced human Nature.— 

Sure then modern Popery hath given up her own Cauſe, 
and thrown a very ungenerous and ungrateful Reproach 
on thoſe deſperate Aſſertors of her Power; who merited 
the juſt Reſentment they ſuffered from their injured Coun- 
try ; but deſerved not the contemptuous and falſe Impu- 
tation of obſcure and diſtrefled Papiſts“, from the Sons 
of that Church, for the Sake of which they had ſacrificed 
Fortune, Family, Fame, and Life,” — 


— 


? Archbiſhop Tillotſon had theſe MS. Letters or Papers in h.. 
Cuſtody, which he communicated to Biſhop Barlow ;3 who ha? 
r them at the End of his Account of the Gunpowder 

loi. — See 7 :Uoi/or's Sermon on Nov. 5, 1678, 
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T would here have laid downi my Pen, and have left 
theſe baſhful Advocates to the Chaſliſement of their own 
Prieſthood, for their Abaſement of theſe daring Conſpira- 
tors, merely to ſerve the preſent Purpoſe of Controverſy, 
who bad the great Cardinal Bellarmine for their Panegy - 
riſt, and the ft Writers among the Jeſuits for their A- 
pologiſts.— 

But I cannot quit the Subject intirely, without caſting 
a little Incenſe on the Aſhes of the injured Caſaubon, who 
has been treated with much Scurrility by one of the Club 
of theſe Free Examiners, for his Letter on this Conſpiracy.— 

If an affectionate Remonſtrance, written with much 
Candour of Sentiment, and Elegance of Language, to a 
Friend of that Order, who, by the Doctrines they had 
taught, and the Apologies they had publiſhed, had made 
themſelves the common Incendiaries of Europe, can de- 
ſerve that ignominious Name, a Lye ;—Such is the Epiſtle 
to Fronto Ducæus. | 

If the cruel Parricide of a great and generous Prince, 
Henry IV, by an enthuſiaſtic Ruffian; and the ſhameleſs 
Degradation of Literature in Vindication of ſuch a Canſe, 
be not enough to warrant a ſpirited and manly Reſent- 
ment; then 1s this excellent Writer chargeable with an 
unworthy Proſtitution of his Pen. 

But if a Reflection on the deteſtable Principles of an 
Order of Men with whom he had once a familiar Inti- 
macy ; and his partial Love to a Friend, whom he would 
have ſnatched from ſuch Connexions; if the pungent 
Remembrance of the Loſs of one Royal and illuſtrious 
Maſter, and the marvellous Eſcape of a Second, under 
whoſe Protection he now lived and wrote; be enough to 
rouze a Man of warm and generous Feelings to exert 
himſelf with a liberal Indignation in the Cauſe of Truth, 
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— 


7 Free Examination, p. 151. 

« Some Caſaubon or other, iſſues forth from the Mint a new- 
coined Lye, to give a Colour for condemning and oppoſing 
Papiſts. I have called this of Cq/aubon's a Lye, &c.“ 


* Iſaac Caſaubon came into England upon the Aſſaſſination of 
Henry IV. of France, 1610, whoſe Librarian he was; and was 
promoted by James I. to a Prebend of Canterbury by Royal 
Mandate in 1611.——See his remarkable Letter to the Jeſu 
Fronto Duceus, at Paris, written from London, vii Non. Julii, 
i611,-Ep. 150. Edit. Gronov. | 
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Honour, Virtue, and Religion; then is Caſaubm's Letter 


to Ducæus no longer a Maſs of Lyes, but a juſt and ſpi- 
rited T* of the ſhameleſs Principles and Practices of 


one of the firſt Orders for polite Literature and claſſic 
Learning in the Romiſh Church ; who ſcandalouſly proſ- 
tituted their Talents, in giving a Colour of Excellence 
and Reputation to the moſt flagitious Crimes that ever de- 
baſed Mankind.-— 

Such was their Vindication of the Conduct of the Jeſuiti, 
upon the Death of Henry IV .——And the inſolent Apology 
for the Engliſh Martyr, Garnet. 

It had been ſaid to Caſaubon, in diſcourſing of the Gun- 
28 Plot in the King's Library at Paris, by the Jeſuit 

inet, | 

Better all the Princes in Europe ſhould periſh, than 
cc the Seal of Confeſſion once be violated. “ 

Might he not have been juſtified in making this pro- 
phetic Reply ? | 
Better all the Jeſuits in Europe had been exterminated, 
than ſuch a Prince as Henry the Great had periſhed ſo ig- 


nominiouſly. tt 
Yours, &c, 
LETTER IV. 
On the Triſb MAassACRE, 


To W. H. 5 Eſq; at Dublin, 


S IR, 
W have a Junto of extraordinary Diſputants on 
this Side the Channel, completely armed with 
Poſitiveneſs and Prevarication to lift in any Controverſy 


i. 


— — 


Præſtaret Reges omnes perire, quam fi vel ſemel Confeſſio 
nis Sigillum violaretur.— Epiſt. Front. Ducæo. Caſaub. Ep. 170. 


The Author of Fiction unmaſted, printed at Dublin, 1752. 
which 
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which can poſſibly be ſtarted : Their Logic is of the moſt 
deciſive Kind; 'I hey condeſcend not either to convince 
or confute, but, by downright Violence of Contradiction, 
they firſt level all the Fences of Truth and Hiſtory, and 
then erect their own ſtrange Syſtem upon the Waſte.— 

The preſent Labours of their Club (for they are a for- 
midable Band) are to overthrow all the Monuments of 
Antiquity, which record any ſingle Fact to the Diſhonour 
of Popery.—It is a late Pubs of Cardinal Pole Bio- 
grapher, who is one of their chief Partizans,—** That 
all the ſuppoſed Cruelties of Queen Mary's Reign are 
but the Bugbears of a Nurſery, and are not to be pa- 
„ rallelled with the Barbarities of her Siſter Elizabeth.” 
The Gun-Powder Plot is next frittered away to an indi- 
geſted Attempt of a few neceſſitous Miſcreants, who act- 
ed againſt their religious Principles; and, to crown the 
Whole, the /riſþ Maſjacre of 1641 is now pronounced to 
be “A Calumny; a Forgery; and an incredible Impoſ- 
ture; as has been proved (they ſay) by a Proteſtant 
« Writer of Genius and Character, Mr. Brooke ®; and 
“ by the Author of Hifterical Memoirs of the Iriſh Rebel- 
lion, in a Letter addreſſed to yourſelf, Sir, which you 
have never thought proper to anſwer, though your 
& Friends of the good old Cauſe greatly want your Aſſiſt- 
& ance.” (Free Examination, p. 26.)— 

I do not mean, Sir, by being the Meſſenger of a Chal- 
lenge you might otherwiſe have never heard of, to en- 

ge you again in a Diſpute, in which every unbigotted 
Reader hath already pronounced you victorious ; I am 
rather to intreat your Pardon for reſuming a Subject ſo ably 
diſcuſſed in your excellent Dzalogue : But, as the preſent 
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b It is ſomewhat extraordinary, The Trial of the Roman 


Catholics of [reland,” publiſhed by the Author of Guftavus 


Vaſa, ſhould haye ever been received with any Degree of Cre- 
dit; ſince it 15 evidently nothing more than © The Iriſh Dia- 
© logue between a Ui/ertier and a Member of the Church of re. 
land,“ put in a new Dreſs, Every Argument is individually 
the ſame ; Serjeant Statute is the poor Diſſenter, equipped with 
ſuch paltry Reaſoning as a School-Boy might confute; and 
Serjeant Candeur is the triumphant Popiſb Pricft, who gains an eaſy 
Victory over a Man of Straw of his own making. Mr. Brocke 
therefore, (though much boaſted of in the Free Examination, 
as an eminent Proteſtant Writer, p. 32.) can be no better, as he is 
no other, than the Popiſh Iriſb Phyjician in an Engliſh Habit. — 

D 4 Debate 
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Debate hath, from a dull and tireſome Repetition, loſt 
much of its original Spirit and Vigour, and is now be- 
come but the faint Echo of a Controverſy almoſt exhauſt- 
ed, poſſibly much weaker Powers than yours may be able 
to ſilence it intirely.— | 

Nevertheleſs, could I in the leaſt ſuppoſe the national 
Honour of Ireland at this Day, to be involved in the Truth 
or Falſhood of that Story, I would readily give it up to the 
Oblivion it beſt deſerves: But the /;þ Maſſacre is ſtill 
what it was at the firſt; the Cauſe of Rome, and of that 
religious Frenzy which ſhe inſpired, and not of Ireland 
And for this Reaſon we ſee the Sons of her Church ſtand- 
ing up as Defenders of that Inſurrection in the preſent 
Century, whoſe Fathers were the original Plotters and 
Promoters of it in the laſt ; whilſt every true [17þ Patriot 
abhors the Remembrance of it, and deteſts the laviſh 
Bigotry of thoſe Principles from which it ſprang. 

Before I introduce you to the Club of the preſent Advo- 
cates of the Aae en I ought to bring you acquainted 
with their great Favourite Mr. Brooke, who, I find by his 
Writings, is very thy of that Honour, having never once 
mentioned your Name through his whole Book, though 
he was tranſcribing © his Arguments and Quotations, Page 
by Page, from your Work, where they all ſtood refuted 
before his Face, 

After this ſhort Stricture on Mr. Brooke, we will let 
him paſs, and ſeek for ſomewhat more new and entertain- 
ing in the Writings of his Admirers ; who talk indeed 
pretty much in his Language; but, as they are more deſ- 
perate in their Aſſertions, and more forward in their Con- 
traditions, it will amuſe you ta ſee how wretchedly they 
mangle the poor Hiſtory of that Period. 

But before they bring forward their own Proofs, they 
prudently fortify themſelyes againſt Conviction by a very 
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© Tt may be curious to compare Brooke's Arguments in Pages 
28, 35 33; 41, 51, 59, 6c, 64, 67, of ©* The Trial of the Ro- 
man Cathohcs,” 2d Edit.—with Pages 119, 121, 131, 127, 
134, 142, 140, 192, 162, of © Fiction unmaſked.” Dublin 
£d.t.—where every one of them may be found in the Mouth of 
the Popijh Oljector, and fully anſwered ten Years before Mr. B. 
thought fit to iranicribe them into his own Work, So that (in 
the Words of the Fre Examination, p. 25.) Mr. Harris hai 
ynma:ked Mr. Brogke before Mr. Brooke wrote, 


politic 
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politic Reſolution, which they call © a juſt and neceſſary 
«« Maxith;” (Exam. p. 25.) | 

To give no Sort of Credit to the Hundred Hiſtorians, 
from Clarendon to Hume, who repeat the ſame Tranſ- 
c actions after the original Propagators of the Popiſh Maſ- 
„ facre,” — 

Suppoſe we ſhould give them up this whole Body of Hi- 
ſtorians at their own Requeſt, yet the ſame borrid I ruth 
may {till be brought againſt them upon the Credit of two 
Witneſſes, whom they have left out of their Liſt; Sir 
_ Temple, who publiſhed his Hiſtory of the Iriſh Re- 

ellion in 1646, within hve Years of the Maſſacre itſelf; 
and Mrs. Macaulay, who dwells with much Indignation 
and female Abhorrence upon the ſame execrable Story, 
within five Months of my prefent Letter; ſo that, I fear, 
theſe wary Advocates, with all their Sagacity, will not have 
excepted againſt a ſufficient Number of Witneſſes to ſave 
their Culprits, unleſs they have Balance of Evidence 
enough on their own Side to prove two very extraordinary 
Poſitions they have ventured to lay down, 

The 1it is. That there was no Popiſh Maſſacre at all; 
but that it was a Forgery of the Lords-Juſtices in 
their own Defence. (Free Examination, p. 25.) 

The 2d, That the Iriſh were guilty of a cruel Maſſa- 
cre, Free Examination, p. 37. But that the Lords- 
Juſtices were the Authors and Aggreſſors, and were 
guilty of kindling the firſt and original Sparks of 
the Rebellion. Free Examination, p. 41. 

I cannot ſay, Sir, that theſe Gentlemen have had the 
Courage to adyenture any Arguments in Proof of their 
arſt Poſition; though they were bold enough to hazard 
che Aſſertion, yet they left it to ſhift for itſelf. The only 
Way by which I can ſupply this Ellipſis of theirs, is, by 
ſuppoſing, like invinciple Papiſts, they have ſworn them- 
i-lves to the Opinion of the ſtaunch Biſhop © of Fernes, 
who pronounced it to be“ A juſt, holy, and neceſſary 
** Ilar;” aud are therefore juſtified in declaring,—There 

was n Popiſh Maſſacre at all.” 

If this be their Logic, the Controverſy will now be 
reduced to a mere Diſpute about Names; and they, as 
good Cathglics, may think the Judgment of one Popiſh 


—— 


ſl. 


—— 


4 See Peter Walſh's firſt Letter to the Biſhop of Fernes, Aug. 1, 
+975. (Walſh's tour Letters, p 22.) 
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Biſhop to be a fair Counter- balance to an Hundred Pro- 
teſtant Hiſtorians. But, left there ſhould be ſome Chi- 
canery at the Bottom, I will collect my Evidence againſt 
them on this Point from Witnefles they cannot except to; 
and then leave it to you, Sir, or Mr. Brooke, if they 
pleaſe, to determine, whether the 7; Inſurrection of 
1641 ought, in Truth, to be called © A Popiſh Maſſa- 
t cre,” or, © A Holy War.” That it was of Popiſb Ex- 
traction is clear from Popiſh Evidence; Lord Macguire 
© confeſled he was drawn into the Engagement, becauſe 
the Expedition was ſet on Foot for Keligion ;” and that 
they aſſured themſelves, before their Riſing, of 6,000 
Men from the Pope, who had before given a Promiſe to 
„ Tiroen, in caſe he could make Way into Ireland, to 
* maintain 6,000 Men at his own Charge.“ 

Nay, their own favourite Memorialiſt, Lord Caftleho- 
wen , (who was, by Turns, in both Armies, and may 
therefore be a Witneſs on both Sides) hath fully juſtified 
my Epithet, in his own Account of the original Cauſe n 
this Inſurrection: 

« 'The Councils of Spain and Rome, and the Iriſh Semi- 
<« naries in ſo many Countries in Europe, and very many 
& of the Churchmen returning Home out of them, and 
c chiefly the titular Biſhops, took an effectual Courlc, 


c under the ſpecious Colour of Religion, to add Fuel to 


& the Coals, and prepare them for a Flame.” — 

If the Teſtimony of theſe two Roman Catholic Peers 
(one of which ſuffered in this their Holy Cauſe, and th: 
other adhered to it for the three firſt Years of its Conti- 
nuance) be thought inſufficient, I have Ar 6 Urban VIIIth“ 
infallible Evidence, in his Breve of Indulgence to ONeal, 
tor all the Cruelties he committed; and in the Bleſſing 
he pronounces upon all who had been, or ſhould be active 
in that pious Cauſe,— 

As to the Word Maſſacre, it is a Term whoſe full Im- 
port we Proteſtants can ſcarcely comprehend, being ab- 
ſolutely of Popiſh Etymology, and uſed to expreſs / 
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Extract from Lord Macguire's Confeſſion, written in the 
Tower of London, and delivered to the Deputy-Licutenant Su 
7. Comer: Appendix to Borlaſe's Hiltory of the Iriſh Rebel, 
ion, No. 2. 

f Ca/lizhaven's Memoirs, p. 22. 
s Dated OA. 8, 1642, printed in For/a/es Appendix, p. 59 
wholſorie 
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whalfome Cruelties exerciſed upon defenceleſs Heretics, in order 


£2 their Conviction or Eætirpation; and ſeems never to have 
heen more exactly defined, than by the French Catholics 
to their Hugonot Brethren on the Eve of St. Bartholomew, 
1572; and ſince that, by the ib Papiſis to many Thou- 
land Heretics on the Feaſt of their Saint Ignatius in 1641. 
But I am further authoriſed to call the latter by this true 
Papiſtical Term, by the Example of a Roman Catholic of 
fome Repute, Peter Walſh; who, although he differs in 
his Calculation, from all other Hiſtorians and Arith- 
meticians, of the preciſe Number of poor defenceleſs 
Wretches who were ſlaughtered on that Feſtival, is yet 
{0 ingenuous as to confeſs in a Letter to the Duke of Or- 
and h. 

With what Horror the Iriſh Nation looked upon thoſe 
** Maſſacres and Murders in the North, committed upon 
their innocent, wnwarned, and unproveked Neighbours.” 

Whether therefore, a Reader of Hiſtory at this Day, 
ſhould be inclined, from his Abhorrence of Bloodſhed, 
and his Tenderneſs to human Nature, to give Credit to 
the mildeſt Repreſentation of that horrid Trocady, that 
can be found ; (although the Weight of Evidence, from 
the many Examinations and Affidavits now upon Record, 
is manifeſtly on the ſeverer Side—) whether he be diſ- 
poſed to believe with Sir 7. Temple, That 105,000 were 
* {lain between October 23, 1641 and April 1642,” (P. 
106.) or with Mr. Hume, who reduces it (as he ſays, P. 
289.) upon the moſt moderate Computation to 40,0003 
or will take the Word of Sir Vm. Petty ', “ That only 


37, ooo were maſſacred in the firſt Year of the Tu- 


** mults :” Yet, ſince the helpleſs and pitiable Condition of 
thoſe who are butchered, and the cruel and remorſeleſs Rage 
of the Murderers, not the preciſe Number of ſlaughtered 
Victims, make up the Definition of a Maſſacre, I think it 
may fairly be pronounced, on the fole Teſtimony of Po- 
piſh . without calling in the Aid of the Hun- 
dred Proteſtant Hiſtorians. 4 

— That there really was a Popiſh Maſſacre in Ireland, 
which began October 23, 1641; and that it was no 


* 
«© 
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b In a Book written by P. V. called Iriſs Colours folded, ad- 
drefied to the Duke of Ormond, P. 3 & 4. 


i The Political Anatomy of 1reland, a MS. quoted by P. 
N aulſb, in his Letter to the Biſhop of Linceln, (P 226.) 


Forgery 
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Forgery of the Lords - Juſtices, in their own Defence ;--- 
but that they ſpoke what they found, and knew to be 
true, in the Letter which they ſent to the Speaker of the 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons not many Days after the Inſur- 
rection began. 


whe. No Ape hath produced, in this Kingdom, an 
Example of ſo much Miſchief done in fo ſhort a Time, 
* as now we find acted here in a Fortnight's Space, by 
killing and deſtroying, &c.—and with ſo much Inhu- 
<< manity and Cruelty, as cannot be imagined to come 
e from Chriſtians even to Infidels.— 

Dublin, 5 Novemb. 1641. (). | 

I come now to examine their ſecond Poſition, which, 
not to mention its being ſomewhat contradictory to the firſt, 
is equally repugnant to Truth and Hiſtory — 
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& Nal/or's Hiſtorical Collections, Vol. II. P. 893, from the 
Paper Office. 

! Notwithſtanding this, and many other authentic Teſtimo- 
nes upon Record, in Proof of the many ſhocking Cruelties 
committed by the Iriſh Papiſts, on and after the intamons 23d 
of October, 1641; Mr. Brocbe brings an Argument to prove 
that no Murders were ever heard of, for even two Months after 
the Date of the ſuppoſed Maſlacre, from a Commiſſion being 
directed fo late as Decemb. 23, 1641, to the Magiſtrates in CV. 
fler, © to inquire concerning Plunders and Robberzes only, and 
into the Numbers and Ranks of the Proteſtants ſo robbed and 
6 /poiled, and to what Value they had been plundered, without 
any Inſtructions concerning Murder; being run throughout 
the whole Commiſſion,” Brooke's Triat of the Roman Ca- 
tholics in Ireland, P. 41. 

To this Argument of ſeeming Plauſibility, ſo much exultec 
in by Serjeant Candour, let it be replied, 1ſt, —That it is none 
of his own, but retailed, at ſecond-hand, from the Popiſh Phyti- 
cian's Dialogue, and fully refuted by the ingenious Anſwerer of 
that paltry Performance, —See Fiction unmasked, (P. 127,) —— 
2dly,—That a Commiſſion directed to examine, upon Oath, the 
poor plundered Proteſtants, who flocked naked up to Dublin, to 
make an Eſtimate of their Loſſes, in order to a future Remedy 
and Reſtitution, (which was the avowed Deſign of the Commii- 
ſion of Decemb. 23) was totally foreign to an [rqui/izzon con- 
cerning Murders, and had no Conne ion with any ſuch ; the 
fole Intent of this was to examine into the Diſtreſſes of thoſe 
"who were left aliue, with a View to their Relief; the mu:dered 
and the maſlacred were unhappily out of the Reach of it, and 
ceuld not be Objects of ſuch an Inqueſt.— 

« The 
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The Iriſh were guilty of a cruel] Maſlacre. Exam. 
P. 37.) But the Lords-Juſtices were the Authors and 
Aggreſſors, and were guilty of kindling the firſt and 
original Sparks of the Rebellion.“ (P. 41.) 

Here then a Maſlacre is avowed; but, inſtead of a 
Popiſh, a Lords-Fuſtices Maſſacre, —They drove the Iriſh 
Papiſts to Deſpair, and were therefore guilty of their Bar- 
barities. 

If I wantonly rouze a wild Boar from his Den, or put 
Firebrand into the Hand of a Madman, I am in ſome 
Degree chargeable with the Ravages they may commit. 
Are then Bloodſhed and Maſlacre ſuch certain Conſe- 
quences of any Rigours of Government ſhewn either to 
Engliſh or Iriſh Catholics, that the Magiſtrate muſt be re- 
ponſible for all the Cruelties that may enſue ? If fo, Pro- 
:citant Governments cannot keep too ftrift a Hand over 
{uch dangerous Subjets,—But the Experience of the pre- 
ceding Reign, and the Evidence of the preſent, had full 
proved, that the Purbulency and Diſaffection, which 
now ripened into a Maſlacre, grew out of Indulgence, and 
not of Oppreſſion. James's partial Attachments to the 
P:piſts was one of the unpopular Blemiſhes of his Go- 
(ernment ; he hated not an Iriſh Catholic in Rebellion, 
{» much as a Scotch Puritan in the Pulpit: And CHARLES 
nad been prodigal of his Indulgences to them, both civil 
and religious, even to the very Eve of that Day, when 
they began ſuch a Slaughter on his Proteſtant 2 8 
hey had ſmothered their natural Antipathy for a Time, 
ud feaſted even with Engliſh Puritans, on the Blood of 
me Earl of Strafford, though one of the Charges brought 
azainſt him was, That he was an Enciurager and Countc- 
nancer Papiſis. — 

The two Lords-Juſtices, who are now charged with 
eing the Authors of the Inſurrection, were ſet over them 
by their own Choice, in Preference to Lord Dillon, whoſe 
Offence was his Relationſhip to Strafford, and Sir J. Bor- 
ia/e placed in his Stead. They had full Orders and 
Powers, by their Commiſſion, to hear and redreſs all 
(;rievances. They ſat themſelves zealouſly to the Taſk, 
and had juſt reduced the annual Burden from 40,000 to 
12,000, at the very Time the Inſurrection was agitated, 
appeared by Intelligence ſent to the King from foreign 
Courts, to arm himſelt againſt the ungrateful Diſloyalty 
of his own Subjects. —And many further Graces were 
preparing for them with all the Care and Diſpatch which 

the 


| 
| 
| 


46 LE TN 

the regular Method of previouſly ſettling and adjuſting th 
Bills to be preſented to the Parliament of Ireland will ever 
admit of. And, when the Adjournment was reſolved on. 
fo neceflary to reſtrain the high Spirits of the Popiſh Fac- 
tion, Sir J. Temple aſſures us, The Inſurrection was 
not dreamt of; it was a Meaſure readily aſſented to and 
per formed by the Members of both Houſes ; and th- 
«© Committee, on their Return from England, ſeemed, with 
*+ great Contentment and Satisfaction to retire into the 
Country, that they might refreſh in the mean Seaſon.” 
Temple's Memoirs, P. I5. | 

So that all the buſy Clamours againſt Government and 
Governors, which have been the Burden of their Song 
from that Day to this, were not the reaſonable Complaint- 
of an opprefled People, but the reſtleſs Diſquietude of 
religious Faction, which no Degree of Favour, but th: 
utmoſt, ever could or can ſatisfſy.— 

In Truth, Dear Sir, in ſpite of all the malignant In- 
duſtry of modern Malcontents to blacken this Page ot 
Hiſtory ; the Halcyon Days of Ireland before the Maſſacre 
of 1641, is the favourite Theme of every Hiſtorian and 
Memorialiſt, Temple, Borlaſe, Uſher, Clarendon, Nalſon. 
Hume, and Macaulay, who cannot be charged with a Con- 
ſpiracy, as they greatly ditient from one another in many 
eſſential Points of Hittory, in that very Period. But | 
ſhall produce Lord Angle/cy's " Teſtimony in Preference to 
them all, as he was preſent upon the Spot: 

„I can ſay, being at that Time in Jreland, that, the 
Summer before the Rebellion, the titular Biſhop of 
« Fernes coming his Viſitation into the County of Men- 
« ford, I lent him moſt of my Silver Plate for his Enter- 
« tainment.,— Never did the Kin dom enjoy a more pro- 
e found Peace; Commerce and Trade, at Home and A- 
« broad, never flouriſhed more; never was more Unity, 
„ Friendſhip, and good Agreement in all Sorts and De- 
* prees, except in that ſtanding Root of Miſchief, the Dij- 
« ference in Religion.” — 

But I cannot part with this noble Lord's Letter, till | 
have quoted another Paſlage from it of great 10 5 60 in 
my preſent Diſpute; it is his Character of Card Coftlehaven, 


Orr 
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m Lord Angleſey's Letter of Expoſtulation to Lord Caſtlehawer, 
on the Falſhood and Calumnies he had publiſhed in his Memoirs, 
London, 12%, 1680.) 

whom 
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hom he boldly ſtigmatizes, for proſtituting his Pen in 
Favour of a Cauſe wherein he had before acted ſo igno- 


minious à Part. 

„ He acted, as he wrote, on a Principle of Anger and 
Revenge; having made himſelf early obnoxious to the 
Lords-Juſtices, who refuſed his Overtures of ſerving 
under them, on Account of his Zeal for Popery ; upon 
*« which he threw himſelf into the Hands of the Rebels, 
and took the Oath of Aſſociation, in Preference to that 
of Allegtance—ſometimes acting under the confederate 
Jriſb Commiſſion, at others under his Majeſty's Au- 
e thority, and ſometimes under both.” (Lord Angle/ey's 
Letter, P. 8.) 

One cannot then but wonder, Sir, at the impotent La- 
bours of theſe Popiſh Advocates for the Maſſacriſts, or of 
ſuch as write and reaſon like Papiſts, who, with no abler 
Witnefles than theſe to countenance their Extravagancies, 
perſiſt in the ſame Round of chimerical Reaſoning, from 
one Age to another, whilſt all Hiſtory ſtands aſtoniſhed 
at their marvellous Perſeverance. But it is the Punctilio 
of their Religion, as well as of their Logic, never to be 
convinced :==And, ſhould you, Sir, perchance be pro- 
voked, by this weak Effort of mine, to take up your Pen 
a ſecond Time, and expoſe theſe Apologiſts for the Maſ- 
{acre once more, under their new Characters of Mr. Broke, 
or The Free Examiners, yet, neither yourſelf, nor your 
Readers, muſt be ſurprized at their obſtinate Faith, both 
in their religious and political Creeds 

They who can believe Tranſubſtantiation, will diſbelieve 


the Iriſh Maſlacre, —— 


I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
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—On Religious IN TOLERANCE.— 


S I R, 


IVE me Leave to introduce this Letter with a lite- 
rary Anecdote from Monſ. Voltaire; the Moral of 
which would furniſh me with an kacxhauttible n 
a * 
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He tells us, in the Poffeript to his Treatiſe on Tolerativs, 
That, Ju as he was finiſhing his Piece, and ruminating 


<« on the happy Influence a Panegyric on religious Philan- 
« thropy e have on the preſent Temper of Chriſten- 
dom, a gloomy Eccleſiaſtie ſnatched up the Pen, and 
** drew out a new Code of Perfecution, to be recom- 
* mended to all the Catholic Princes in Europe, as a ne- 
* _— Antidote againſt the poiſonous Effects of ſo 
** monſtrous * a Doctrine.“ 

This, Sir, is the Tale, and, to the Diſgrace of the 
eighteenth Century, it is a true one; and this holy Libe! 
may probably be depoſtted in the Archives of the Vatican, 


at the Side of the Apology for the Revocation of the Edict of 


Nantes, and the Eulogy on the Maſſacre of St. Bartholomew. 
Let me now tell you the Moral I have drawn from it 
This mercileſs Bigot is to me a very fignificant Emblem of 

his own Church; and, was I to paint an allegorical Figure 

of 21 Rome, I would repreſent it in the Character of 4 

"igtd Recluſe, pe a Bulle agatn/t Toleration to the ſe- 

dera Princes 4. is Cammunion.— e 
That Intolerance ſhould be the ruling Principle of the 


Roman Church, inhuman as it is, is not abſolutely in- 


conſiſtent; it is the Scepter of her ſpiritual Deſpotiſm; 
11 her Pontiffs are the Arbiters of the Faith of Chriſten - 
dom, to ſuffer Subjects, who are ſworn to ſpiritual Slavery, 
to believe for themſelves, would be a palpable Contradic- 
tion, and Toleration the very monſtrous Doctrine the 
Abbs has dehned it: But that the Princes of Europe, the 
Guardians of the Liberties of her People, ſhould ſtoop to 
be the Miniſters of her Tyranny, and faſten thoſe | et 
ters on their Subjects, that were forged in the Cells of 
an Inquiſition, were the Diſgrace of Royalty; if ſuch 
there have been, Hiſtory hath not flattered their Memo- 
ries; they have diſmembered their Dominions, and have 
been the Scourge of their People :—lf ſuch there ſhould 
{till be, Poſterity will not diſſemble the Injury; they will 
depopulate their Country, and force the Arts and Manu- 
factures to ſeek more favourable Proteftors—— 

The Kings of Spain and Portugal, the great Patrons 
of the Inquiſition, have been the moſt ſtrenuous Main- 
tainers of this religious 1'yranny ; and what hath it repaid 


—— 
— 


The 46bbe Haxtewille calls the Doctrine of Toleration, Ur. 
Dogme monſtreux, Traits tur la 1vlerance, Chap. i. 
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mem? It hath been the Reproach of all their foreign Con- 


que'is, and the Bane of every domeſtic Improvement.— 
The Spaniards acquired the vaſt Kingdom of Mexico; 
ut they made it a Deſert by their Cruelties, and deſtroy- 
ed Millions of innocent Pagans, who could not be brought 
to profeſs the ſame Faith with their inhuman Maſſacriſis. 

They gained the abſolute Sovercignty of Cd Spain to 
themſelves, but it was purchaſed with the Loſs of near a 
Million of Subjects, by the impolitic Zeal of a bigotted 
Cardinal“, who, ignorant that the Numbers of indut- 
:r:10us People are the true Wealth of a Nation, thought 
the utter Extermination of one Half of the inhabitants 
tue beſt © Remedy againſt Hereſy. 

Philip II. eſtabliſhed the Inquiſition at Bruſſels, but 
he loſt the Seven Provinces ; and his barbarous Inſtru- 
ment, the Duke of Alva, ſlaughtercd one Moiety of his 
Maſter's Subjects, to make Bigots of the other. 

The Houſe of Portugal made Conqueſts, and erected 
, 2ttlements in all Parts of India; but Bigotry and Perſe- 
cution loſt all that Induſtry and Commerce had acquired; 
and what have the Heirs of the Family of Braganza left 
to boaſt of? The unimportant Settlement at Ga,—the 
Atylum of her deſpiſed Inquitition, —a Monument of the 
deſtructive Influence of an intolerant Superſtition over all 
the Liberal Arts and Improvements of Mankind !—And, 
in the preſent Century, the Fiend, Enthuſiaſm, hath turn- 
ed the Poignard, which they put into her Hand, againſt 
tne Boſoms of her own Sovereigns : And the great Patrons 
of Intolerance have been at length obliged, for their own 
Preſervation, to baniſh thoſe very 2e from their Do- 
minions, in whoſe Schools they had learned thoſe Rudi- 
ments of Perſecution, which had becn the Deſtruction of 
their People. 

In France,—the dreadful Eve of St. Bartholomew raiſed 
a Spirit of juſt Indignation and Reſentment in the Breaſts 
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b Mimtnes, at whoſe Inſtigation 700,000 Moors were driven 
dut of Spain. 

- The Archbiſhop of Yolencia preached a Sermon in bis Ca- 
wmedral, the Sunday after the Publication of % Ban of Expul/i:n 
v the NMfoor,, wherein he calls it =-— 

A Remedy againſt Hereſy ſo admirable and divine, that 
human nas Rey without a particular Light trom Heaven, 
could never have found it out.” Gedats's '1 rats, Vol. I. 
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of the Sufferers, which the combined Fury of the Leagu- 


could never ſuppreſs : Deſpair gave Vigour to the Huge- 


nots, who might have ſunk under leſs violent Severities ; 
till Henry the Fourth, who had ſeen and ſhared their Cal: - 
mities, reſolved to relieve them; and in Pity to his bleed 
ing Country, and in Reverence to that Religion he loved, 
even in the Inſtant that he forſook her for a Crown, be 
put aſide the bloody Scroll of Proſcription, which Rome 
held out to him, and ſigned the gracious Edict of Nantes, 
in Atonement for his Apoſtacy. 

This Act of Grace, granted from the Throne in 1598, 
was the Grand Charter of Tileration through the Kingdom 
of France, and was the only Principle of Union that could 
have cemented together that wretched Nation, whic!; 
had been ſhattered and rent in Pieces by religious Diſputes 
for a whole Century preceding. 

But it became afterwards the Pride of Lows XIV. to 
ruin the Fabric, which his greater Anceſtor had erected : 
Ambition was his Religion, and it was eaſy for a Cardi- 
nal-Miniſter and a Jeſuit-Confeſſor to perſuade him, that 
* to diflent from the Faith of the Sovereign was Treaſon 
againſt the State.” This fallacious Rhetoric was too ſuc- 
ceſsful with that vain and deſpotic Monarch; every Art ot 
Diicouragement was immediately ſet on Foot, which could 
weaken or intimidate ; the very Arts which are now prac- 
tiſing with the ſame fatal Succeſs, and for the ſame op- 
preſſive Purpoſes, in another Kingdom; and the Huge 
nets ſuffered, for Half a Century in France, what the D/ 
fidents are now ſuffering in Poland——the Preludes 10 
their utter Extirpation.— 

« © Their Churches were taken from them on the moſt 
& ſlender Pretexts. They were forbid to marry the 

„ Daughters 
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© This Picture, drawn by Monſ. Voltaire, of the Severitics 
exerciſed upon the Hugonots in France, previous to the Revoca- 
tion of the dict of Nantes in October 1685, bears an alarming 
Reſemblance to that which has been lately exhibited by the 
Di/jidints in Poland, in their Remon/trance to the Diet of 1766 

Nous vivons, il eſt vrai; mais prives de la Liberte d Re- 
© lipzon, & de celle de nos Conſciences—deja P wlminiftration 
des Sacraments, Ja benediction Nuptiale nous ſont deten- 
*« dues—Nos Egliſes memes ne ſont plus a Vabri de la Vio- 
« lence, on nous les prend ſans aucune forme de procès; Nos 


«& Enfauis prives des Ecoles reſtent ſans Education, ſans Inſtruc- 
| 6 tion, 
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* Daughters of Catholics. — The Clergy endeavoured by 
the moſt plauſible Contrivances to get the Hugonst- 
Children from their Parents :—They were excluded 
from the Corporations of Arts and 'Irades—Declara- 
tions were iſſued out, permitting Children to renounce 
their Religion at the Age of ſeven Years. — And, while 
the Churches of the Reformed were every-where demo- 
*© liſhed, and Abjuration exacted by an armed Force, the 
* Edift of Nantes was revoked, —and the Ruin of that 
Fabric compleated, which had been undermining on all 

*« Sides.” Voltaire —Hiſtoire de Calviniſme, Chap. 207. 
Thus did the malignant Spirit of INTOLERANCE lay 
waſte the faireſt Provinces of France, and Popery tri- 
umphed, as ſhe had before done in Spain, in the Baniſh- 
ment of 500,000 Chriſtian Citizens, who were driven to 
teek an Aſylum in England, Denmark, Swiſſer land, or 
Holland; “ but the Sufferers triumphed in their Turn, and 
E 1 avenged 
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** tion, & fans les connoifſances qui conviendroient a leur Etat. 
La Permifhon de marier & d'enterrer, obtenue avec beaucoup 
de difficultes. —Les Enfans nes de Mariage mixte font forges 
d'embraſſer la Religion Catholique contre PUſage, qui veur 
que les Fils & les Filles ſuivent la Religion de leur Pere & 
Mere. Placet preſente a ſa Majeſte le Ro: de Peologne, &c. 
An. 1769, 


Among ſome original Letters lately publiſhed, we meet 
th a faithful Account of the Tranſactions in France, of that 
Feriod 


Lyons, Sept. 30, 1685. 
France is quite ſpoiled in all Senſes. — I am not 
ſorry to ſee it: I think it will ruin Commerce, which they 
em to neglect intirely, being r:-folve1 to exterminate all the 
Hugonots, or compel them to turn Roman Catholics. This 
Country is full of Soldiers, going to Vivarais and the Sew ennes, 
quarter upon the Reformed, till they have converted them, 
or eat them up. To-morrow will be the Demolition of the 
Temple here, which has been ſpared all this while in Favour of 
Trade, The Archbithop himſelf, who is Governor, has re- 
monſtrated at Court, that it will be the Ruin of Trade, but in 
vain; and accordingly Numbers of their Wc temen in Silk beg 
1: the Streets for Want of Employment; everal Hugonot Fa- 
n:lies having carried their belt Manufacturers with them into 
Germany and other Places where they have withdrawn them- 
lvlves.—Geneva in particular is ſo full, that there is not a Gar- 


dat unlet,-The King has cauſed the Governors in all er 0 
eclare 
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avenged themſelves of their Perſecutors, by tranſporting 
with them the fine Arts and moſt curious Manufactures 
into foteign Countries; Spoils of far greater Value than 
thoſe with which the /fraclites adorned themſelves upon 
their Emigration out of Epgypt.— 

The Havock of this religious Peſtilence has affected the 
Vitals of France to this Day : Inſtead of Induſtry and Po- 
pulation, the happy Effects of a liberal Toleration, we 
lee large, empty "Townſhips full of Bigotry and Beggary, 
amuſing themſelves, for the Want of Trades and Manu- 
d with the idle Pageantries of a gaudy Super- 
ſtition. 

Jo ſee the Aiguſtan Age of France tainted with Princi 
ples fo deſtructive of that Pre-eminence which ſhe afpired 
to, might have been a flattering Spectacle to a Proteſta: 
Rival; but that it brings a very humiliating Reflection 
along with it, © that Bigotry and Enthuſiaſm are tov 
„ ſtrong for Humanity and Philoſophy, even under the 
„ moſt enlightened Periods ;” and, whenever Rome can 
influence the Councils of a Prince, or the Prejudices of 
People, ſhe will not ſcruple to ſacrifice the Intereſts and 
Honour of a whole Nation to the Maintenance of hc: 
religious Deſpotiſm. 

It we carry this Reaſoning along with us into the H. 
ſtories of the ſeveral Kingdoms upon the Continent. 
Europe, we ſhall find it to be the Maxim from which fis 
has never varied; but has continued to harraſs every Sect 
of the Reformed with ſecret or open Perſecution, from the 
tirft Hour in which they broke away from her Bondage. 

The three Northern Kingdoms have indeed for ev: 
excluded her from any Share either in their Eccleſiaſtic 6: 
Civil Power. Ruſſia profeſſes and ſupports the Gre: 
Church, which never yet embroiled its Protector in religion 
Wars; but maintains its ancient Independence by peacet.i! 
Compliance, while Rome is puſhing forward its new Sup. - 
riority by perpetual Intrigues. 

The Barbarities of Chriſtian II. and the Ramiſb Arch. 
b'/jhp of Upſal tor ever fixed the Reformation in Denmar*t 
and Sweden, The inhuman Maſſacre of the whole Eitate; 
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declare to the Hugonots, that he is reſolved to have but one 
Religion in his Kingdom, and that by Eaſter next he will have 
all his Subjects under one Communion.— Hills Letters, 8v0, 


1767. 


of 
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of Stockholm, who lay under the Curſe of a Papal Excom- 


munication, rouſed the Patriotiſm and the Humanity of 
the young Gu/taus ; and he brought the united Kingdoms 
to abjure a Religion under whoſe Yoke they had ſuffered 
every Species of Oppreſſion. 

A complete Victory over Popery obtained by the North- 
ern Powers, England, Sweden, Denmark, and Holland, 
encouraged the other Proteſtants in Germany to ſtruggle 
for their Chriſtian Liberty :-=But they ſought in vain for 
a Guſtavus or an Elixabeih to free them intirely from Pa- 
pal Tyranny ; they found however in the extenſive King— 
dom of Poland a ſafe Aſylum from their former Perſe- 
cutions, and a free Exerciſe of Reaſon and Religion. 

Thither the poor harraſſed Proteſtants of Bikeniia, the 
perſecuted Diſcipics of Fl, fled for Refuge; and found 
Protection in the Court and Kingdom of $/7//1oud Au- 
guſtus, which their own Country had deriied them. 
This laſt Male-Heir of the Race of Zavel!z, a Name 
idolized in Poland at this Day, was a Favourer of thei 
Faith, and a Friend to their Fortunes. He uns at leaſt, 
if a Roman Catholic, the Patron of Toleration ; and it 
was ſufficient, according to his liberal! Sentiments of Re- 
ſigion, (no civil Cauſe intervening of Weight enough to 
forbid it) that his Subjects hould be Chriſtians, t intitle 
them to an equal Claim to the Rights of Citizens. 

The ſame Indulgences he had granted them beſore in 
his hereditary Dutchy of Lithuania, he ſecured to them 
upon the Union of it with Poland before his Death; and 
they partook of all the Offices and Honours of the State, 
without any invidious Diſtinction of Names or Profefions. 

On the Death of their great Protector Sigi/mend in 1572, 
they were juſtly alarmed for their Privileges, when the 
Election fell upon Henry of Valeis, a Prince polluted with 
the Blood of the Maſlacre of St. Barthelamegb. 

This Alarm gave Riſe to a ſpirited Ceniederacy for the 
Defence of their religious Liberties, and cauſed them to 
inſert a memorable Article in the Pacta Conventa (or Co- 
ronation Oath) of Henry : 

6c That he would maintain an univerſal Peace be— 
ee tween the Difſidents © in Points of Religion.“ 
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The Name of Di/idents was not known beſore 1572, and 
was common to all the different Sects of Chriſtian throughout 
Poland — 

in 
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This very Expreſſion, you ſee, Sir, ſo far from being 
an odious Appellation fixed on a particular Sec as a Mark 
of their Hereſy, (as the * Roman Catholics now interpret 
it, and even blacken it ſtill more by giving it indiſcrimi- 
nately to the Refermed and the Socinians) was originally 
made to conclude all Sects alike, of whatever Creed or 
Confeſſion, under one general Denomination, and to in- 
title them all to an equal Share of the ſame common Pri- 


vileges.— 

. bound himſelf to this Engagement with a 80. 
lemnity more than common, both by the Oath of his 
Aniballidor the Biſbop of Valence at I/arſaw, before he was 
proclaimed King; and by his own, in the Royal Palace at 
Paris, afterwards; and it has been ſince confirmed by al! 
the ſucceeding Kings to Augu/tus III. in 1733. A Pro 
ſcription, one might have hoped, not all the Intriguc- 
of Popery could ever have overturned. 

Neither was the Royal Oath the only Security the Pele, 
took for the Preſervation of their religious Liberties; they 
had loſt the Fathers of their Country, the Family of Ja- 
z-llo; and were wilely jealous of a Popiſh Faction, and a 
foreign King; wherefore in the INTERREGNUM which 
preceded the Election of Henry, (which the Republic hath 
ever looked upon as the favourable Opportunity of deter- 
mining its Privileges) they entered into the following Co- 
venant among themſelves, and left it as a perpetual Ob- 
ligation on their lateſt Poſterity : 


„Nous nous engageons tous pour nous & pour nos 
t Succeſſeurs a perpetuite par les liens du Serment de 
« n6tre Foi, de nötre Honneur, & de nos Conſciences, à 
% conſerver la Px entre nous qui differons dans la Religion 
a ne point repandre du Sang, a ne impoſer a qui que 
ce ſoit de Peines, de Confiſcation de Biens, de Diff 
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In initio Catholici Romani, Proteſtantes, & Græci, D den- 


te: in Rei gione Chriſtian?, at Sociniani, Difſidentes @ Reli gionc 
Chriſtiana vocabantur. Jura Diffidentium, p. 14. 

This 15 a principal Article of Complaint in the late Remon- 
ſtrance of the Diſſidents to the Diet of 1766 : 

Ce qui nous bleſſe le plus, c'eſt que, Ion nous enregiſtic 
comme Ariens, bien que nous ſoyons abſolument eloignes de 
leurs principes, —Placet-—l An. 1766. 

| mation, 
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© mation, de Priſon, d'Exil, a Cauſe de la Difference de 
** notre Foi, & de nos Rites dans les Egliſes. 
% Fait a Varſovie, dans la Diete General du Roi- 

“ aume le 28 Janvier, 1573.” 


« We bind ourſelves and our Succeſſors for ever, by 
the ſtricteſt Ties of our Oaths, our Honours, and our 
© Conſciences, to maintain Peace one with another, not- 
„ withſtanding any Difference between us in Matters of 
« Faith; to abſtain from Blood-ſhed; to inflict no Penal- 
c ties, of Fines or Confiſcations ; no Puniſhment of In- 
e ſamy, Impriſonment, or Exile, on any Member of the 
“Commonwealth, on Acconnt of any Diſagreement in 
religious Opinions, and in the Rites of our ſeveral 
Churches. 

« Done at J//arſaw, in a general Diet of the Repub- 
&« lic, January 28, 1573.” 


I have given you this famous A of Confederation of 
1573, more at large; as it is the Baſis of the pretent Con- 
{titution of the Republic ; the Plan upon which all their 
tubſequent Aſſociations have been formed; was declared, 
in the Confederation held on the Abdication of Ca/mur in 
1668, to be Une Loi eternelle, A Law of perpe- 
A tual Obligation ;” and is the firſt and moſt ancient Cen- 
ſlitution referred to by the Diſſidents in their late A-? / 
CO dated at Thorn *, March 20, 1767, © for 
< the Defence of their ancient Rights and Privileges, and 
<« the free Exerciſe of their Religion ;” to which they 
declare, | i 

„All the general Confederations of their Anceſtors ſo- 
„ Jemnly oblige them.” 

So many repeated As of e. >, Which had 
been declared afterwards, to be Fundamental Laws of the 
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E A Tranſlation of the original Act of Confederation, ſigned 
by the Diſſidents of the Kingdom of Poland, dated Thorn, March 
20, 1707, is inſerted at length in Lloyd Evening Poj., Pages 
436 and 444. 

b The Nature of theſe AcTs oF ConFEDERAT10N is thus 
explained by Monſ. Voltaire, in his (Hiſtoire de CHa ee XII. 
Livre ji.) 

“ Unanimity in the Poliſh Diets being rendered almoſt im- 
poſſible, by the Proteſt of one Member ſtopping the Procee1- 
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State, might have been thought ſufficient Barrlers to fence 
the original Rights of the Poliſb Diſſidents from every 
poſſible infringement; but the watchful Eye of the Re- 
public ſaw Cauſe to ſtrengthen this Bulwark ſtill more; 
ſhe marked the Envy which the Church of Rome diſco- 
vered upon every Indulgence given to the ſeveral Sects of 
the Reformed in neighbouring Kingdoms. When Liberty 
of Conſcience was eſtabliſhed all over Germany by the 
Treaty of 1/:Aphalia in 1648, the angry Pontiff Innocent 
X. could keep no Bounds in his Indignation; he pro- 
teſted, he anathematiſed; he ſent forth his BuLLE; he 
ee every Article of the Treaty, in which any Men- 
tion was made of Reli, gion; he condemned every Clauß 
in Favour of Chriſtian Liberty.—Whercupon, when the 
Peace between the Republic and Sweden was concluded in 
the Abbey of Oliva, „ the undiſturbed Enjoyment 00 
<« the religious Rights of her Proteſtant Subjects“ vr 
made a principal Article of that Treaty, which ſh 
took Care to ſtrengthen and ſecure with the Guaranty . 
the firſt Proteſtant Princes in Europe. 

Thus was the jealous Hatred of the Romiſh Party con 
trouled for a I ime, but not conquered : To have an equz! 
Claim to every Privilege, Civil or Religious, was an Ats, 
tront to that proud Hierarchy never to be forgiven ; who 
though too weak to form an open Attack, found fre- 
quent Opportunities, during the ſeveral Competitions for 
the Crown, to make gradual Incroachments on the Li- 
berties of her Adverſaries. 

Frederic Auguſtus of Saxony, who abjured his Religion, 
to obtain the Sovereignty on the Death of Sobteſki in 
1696, promiſed to be but a perſidious Guardian of the 
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* ings of all the reſt, each Party forms Confederacies, in which 
they decide by Plurality of Voices, without Regard to the 
« Proteſts of the leſſer Number. And, when the public Com. 
« motions are ended, it belongs to the general Die Ts either t 
* confirm or repeal the Ads of theſe CoxFEDERAC1Es.” 
The 2d Article of the Treaty of Oliva, in 1660, is as fo! 
lows : 

2, —— Que tous en general, & chacun en particulier, d. 
quelque Etat & Relipion qu'il ſoit, jouiſſent deſormais de 
tous Droit, Privi lege: es, & Uſages tant generaux que par 
ticullers ans les cnoies EcCiefhaſliques, Civiles, & Secu 
tieres, dont on a joul avant la Guerre de Suide. (Place. 
an. 1766.) 
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Faith which he had forſaken ; and R:me too ſoon availed 
herſelf of her Royal Convert. The Oath * which he had 
taken in 1697, © to preſerve Liberty of Conſcience in its 
full Strength and Vigour,” he baſely broke through in 
1698; and ſubmitted to Conditions, at the Mediation of 
the Pope's Nuncio, utterly deſtructive of the ancient Con- 
{titution of the Republic. 

This Sacrifice of the ancient Privileges of his People, 
purchaſed for Augu/?5 the beſt Services Rome had to give 
him; and Clement XI, when all other Succours were 
fruitleſs, © denounced Excommunication againſt every 
„ Biſhop in Paland, who ſhould preſume to aſift at the 
*« Coronation of Staniflaus.” 

But the ſuperior Genius of Charles XII. of Sweden pre- 
vailed for a I ime againſt all Oppoſition : And the cele- 
brated Treaty of A!t-Ran/lad!, in 1707, ſeemed to pro- 
miſe a Reſtoration of their religious Rights to all the re- 
jormed Sects both in Poland as well as Germany, 

Here it was that Aug ſigned the formal Abdication 
of his Crown; and the Emperor Jeſeph entered into a ſo- 
iemn Engagement with his Lutheran Subjects, whom 
Charles took into his Protection, “ to re-inſtate them in 
all the Liberties and Privileges which they were inti- 
& tled to by the Treaty of eſiphalia.“ 

But this Gleam of reviving Liberty was but for a Mo- 
ment; Charles loſt the Battle of Pultawa ; Auguſtus reaſcend- 
ed the Throne of Poland; and Proteſtantiſm ſeemed to be 
the devoted Sacrifice; which Clement XI. haſtened on with 
a precipitate [mpatience, diſpatching his Bulles of Diſpen- 
ſation to J/ar/aw, to abſolve the whole Nation from their 
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k By the 3d Article of the Pac rA ConvexTa fworn to by 

Count Fleming, in his Maſter's Name, July 13, 1697. 

Liberty of Conſcience ſhall be inviolably preſerved 
in its full Strength and Vigour.——Appendix to Haute- 
ville. 

| Fwo of the Conditions upon which his Election was ge- 

nerally recognized in the Peparcia, or Diet of Confirmation in 

1698, were, 

2. That he ſhall diſmiſs all the Lutheran Miniſters in his 
Army. 

9. That he ſhall confer no Employments, Benefice, or Pre- 
ferment, upon any but Native Po/anders, who ſhall pro- 
feſs the Roman-Catholic Religion, Salmon's Hiſtory of 
Poland, Vol. VII, 

Oaths 
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Oaths to Staniſlaus, and “ to command their Allegiance, 
on Pain of the Church's Cenſures, to their abjured So- 
« vereign.“ An Inſult this on the free Eſtate of Poland, 
which their Anceſtors would have reſented with a be- 
coming Indignation ! But what will not a Pope do in the 
Wantonneſs of his Power !— 

The deteſted Syſtem of Toleration which Charles XII. 
had extended and ſupported, was now to be univerſally 
aboliſhed ; but the Conceſſions made by the late Emperor 
Yep to his Lutheran Subjects in Siliſia, ſeemed too ſo- 
emnly ratified to be caſily revoked : Clement XI. cut the 
Gordian Knot which he could not unlooſe ; and in his 
Bulle to his Brother and Succeſſor Charles VI. in 1712, 
pronounced 

All the Stipulations made by the "Freaty of Alt- Ran 
©« adt, in Favour of that ACCURSED SECT, to have been 
both impious and illegal,” declaring moreover, © by 
« the Authority of Almighty God, whoſe Delegate hc 
© was, 

« —Every Thing therein contained, that might bc 
<« thought or ſuppoſed to be prejudicial in any Manner, 
< or in the leaſt Degree, to the Catholic Faith, or any 


m The late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in one of his Sermon 
preached on Occaſion of the Rebellion in 1745, hath drawn 
an wrefragable Argument from this Bulle of Clement XI. to 

rove, 
Pc That no Prince, who profeſſed Subjection of Conſcience to 
* the Pope's Determination, could refuſe to break any Ties, 
„which ſhould be declared ſinful by his infallible Guide.“ 
Sermon IV. p. 97. 

May not the ſame Bulle be as effectual to prove at this Day, 
in Anſwer to the Roman Catholics' Plea, 

That 10 * who profeſs Subjection of Con- 
ſcience to the Pope's Determinations, can refuſe to break 
through any Oaths or Engagements they may make to heretical! 
Princes, which ſhall at any Time hercatter be declared /inful or 
#legal by their infallible Guide?— 

A Copy of this remarkable Burris will be inſerted in the 
ArrENDIx (from a Copy in the Library at Lambeth, printed 
at Rome 1724) and may prove, what the Roman Catholics now 


deny, : 

That the Doctrine of © Lecing no Faith with Heretics” 1+ 
fill a Doctrine of the Church of Ree in the eighteenth Cen. 
tur. — 
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„ Rights of the Church whatſoever, to be utterly null, 
void, invalid, and of no Effect; and to have been fo 
from the Beginning; and to be obligatory on no Per- 
«© ſon whatſoever, in the Whole, or in ay Pare of them, 
though often ratified and confirmed by Oath.” 

Thus was the INTOLERANT Rage of the Romiſh 
Church, on a ſudden let looſe on the helpleſs Proteſtants 
of the Empire; and every ſacred Engagement, under which 
they might ſhelter themſelves, declared ineffectual. 

he ene of this pernicious Doctrine ſoon ſpread 
itſelf into Poland : The Romiſh Party there had gained 
the Aſcendant ; and it was an eaſy Leſſon for their Cler- 
zy to inculcate, “ That, if Oaths taken to Heretics were 
pronounced impious in Germany, they were equally ſo in 
Poland; and that all the Obligations of the Treaty of 
Oliva were virtually reſcinded by the Bulle againſt that 
of Alt- Ran/tadt.” 

I think I do not overſtrain the Truth of Hiſtory, in 
dating the ſucceſſive Incroachments on the religious Rights 
of the Poliſh Diſſidents from this Act of Proſcription againſt 
Proteſtantiſm that was publiſhed through Germany ; for 
every Species of Vexation now multiplied faſt upon them, 
till the illegal Confederation of 1717, within five Years 
afterwards, ſet the laſt Seal to their Oppreſſions; and 
they, who for two Centuriecs, had ſtood upon a perfect 
Equality, in the Enjoyment of every Privilege of the Re- 
public, civil and religious, were at length thut up with- 
in the narrow Bounds of a limited Toleration, 

Strange! that the Acts of a tumultuous Confederacy, 
aſſembled in the Midſt of the Animoſites and Diſturbances 


of 


* The Diſſidents impute the Lois of all their ancient Rights 
to the ſummary and arbitrary Deciſions of the pretended Con- 
federation of 1717. | 

Il ſeroit trop long (ſay they in their Placet of 1765) de 
decrire le trite Etat & Condition dans laquelle nous nous 
*£ trouvons depuis Pannee 1717,” 

And the King of Pruſſia, in his Manifeſto preſented to the Diet 
of 1766, in Favour of the oppreſſed Party, as Guarantee of the 
Treaty of Oliva, ſpeaks thus reproachfully of that Confeaeration : 

Ce n'eſt qu a la Diete de 1716 que le Zele perſecutcur de 
222 Eſprits paſſiones a ſgu profiter de ces temps malheureux 

e Troubles pour faire inſerer dans les Conſtitutions de cette Di- 
tte, contre Vavis & les proteſtations de la plus ſaine partie de la 
Nation, 
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of the Poles and Saxo:s; which were formally proteſte\} 
againſt by the Deputies of Great Poland, Lithuania, and 
Prufjia; and which the King himſelf ſolemnly declared 
„% ought in no wiſe to derogate from ancient Conſtitu— 
ce tions;” ſhould be made the authoritative Pretence fo: 
depriving the reformed Subjects of Pland of all thei: 
Privileges 

On this pretended Act of the State, the Roamihh Party 
erected that uniform Plan of Perſecution, which they have 
fince purſued, And Proteftantiſm lay bound in Fetters, 
like a State-Priſoner, to be hurried to Execution on the 
firſt plauſible Pretence, 

Lo this the malicious Artifhce of the Jeſuits gave the 
fatal Opportunity; and a I umult between the Student 
in their College at Thorn, and the Lutheran Populace, 
was magnified into an Infurrection againſt Government, 
and a deliberate Prophanation of the Holy Catholic Wor- 
fhip : For which. the principal Magiſtrates of the City 
were cruclly put to Death; the City itfelf deprived of it 
Privileges ; the Churches taken from the LuTHEE Are, 
and given to the Roman CATHOLICS ; and the Tnhab:- 
tants obliged to make an Atonement to incenſed Superſti. 
tion, by erecting an Image of the Virgin at the public 
Charge. —— 

The Popiſh Party take their Evidence of this Story 
from thc Accuſation of the JesurTs ; the Proteſtant fiom 
the Defence of the LUTRERANS; the King of Prufſia's 


2 
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Nation, & de plubeurs Eveques memes, un Article extremement 
prejudiciable aux Diſſidens: & quoique le Roi Auguſte II. ait d'a- 
Lord donnè une Declaration, portant que cet Article ne devoit 
pas deroger aux Conſtitutions anterieures, emances en leur fa- 
veur.— Declaration de la part de {a Majeſte le Roi de Prufſe.— 

Extract from the King of Praſſias Letter to the King of Pe- 
land.—Dated Berlin Nov. 28, 17 24. . 

Had the City of Thorn been guilty of an open Rebellion 
„ againſt your Majeſty, what harder Decree could have been 
pronounced againſt them? But as the whole Matter turns 
upon inflicting Puniſhments for a Tumult raiſed by the Po- 
„ pulace againſt ſome wrerched JESUS, though the fame Tu- 
*© malt was maliciouſly occaſioned, and fomented by the Jesu: 
rs themſelves ; it is agatnſt all Reaſon, that for the Miſcar- 
6c ge of a few People fo many innocent Men ſhould ſuffer, 


and a whole Town be ruined,” Salmon's Hiltory of Poland, 
Vlith Vol. 


Memorial 


8 a *% wh + — A 


F Gr 


Memorial to the Court of Warſaw beſt ſhews in what 
Light it appeared to the neighbouring States: The 
ruth is.—— 

The Citizens of Thorn were Lutherans, poſſeſſed of 
many ancient Rights and Privileges too valuable to be any 
longer indulged them, and the Opportunity was now gree- 
4ily ſeized on to deſpoil them for ever.— Their rial was 
not a judicial Proceſs, but a mere Auto de Fe ; would they 


» 
have renounced their Faith, they might have ſecured their 


Pardon. 


Popery had now ſettled her Syſtem of Perſecution ?, 


and her Method of carrying it on is at al! Times fo inva- 
riably the ſame, as eaſily to be traced out. 

The neceſſary Struggles of the Proteſtants in France, 
ſor the Maintenance of their juſt Rights, were made the 
Pretence for revoking the Edict of Nantes. 

The Self-Defence of the Citizens of Thorn became the 
Plea for the further Oppreſſion of the Lutherans ;—and, to 
preclude, for the future, every Avenue of Redreſs 1 
Mroad, in the Confederation 4 on the Vacancy of the 


p The Advocates for Popery I know not under what Equivo- 
cation they ſhelter themſelves; fill pretend, that ThE CHURCH 
OF ROME DOTH NOT PERSECUTE.-—='1 9 Facrs, too ſhock- 
ing to be related, let me add the Wor ns of the late Pope, Be- 
edit XIV, who was eſtecmed tœo iſe not to comprehend, and 
too mild not to interpret, in the molt favourable Light, the Doc- 
trines of his Church: His eds were theſe, in his Work De 
Canonizatione, Tom, III. c. 19. 

—Hereticos, præmifſis prenuttendis, diligentiis videlicet, & 
ſuavibus aptiſq; modis, ut ab errore recedant, hiſq; omnibus in- 
utiliter adhibitis, ad fidem demum compelli poſſe Minis & Ter- 
roribus, & Pertinaces demim morte puniri, implorato brachii 
{ecularis auxilio, concors eſt Patrum & Theologorum ſententia. 

— “ That all due Pains ſhould be firſt taken, and mild and 
proper Methods be uſed w:th Heretics, to reciaun them from 
their Error; and, when all theſe Mears are found inſufficient, 
that they ſhould be compelled by Threatenings, and the Dread 
of Puniſhment, to embrace the Faith; and, if they perſiſted 
ein their Obſtinacy, ſhould be put to Death, calling in the 
« Aſſiſtance of the tecular Arm ; is the unanimous Senie of the 
Fathers, and principal Divines ot the Church.“ 

2 This Confederation was proteſted againſt, in the Diet of Con- 
firmation in 1736, by the Deputies ot ”ruſha; but, contrary to 
the conſtitutional Law: of Plant. wor Proteſtation was not ad- 
mitted. — 


Throne 


| 
' 
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Throne in 1733, „to apply to foreign Powers, for their 
Protection or Interpoſition,” was made High Treaſon : 
And, to ſhut up the Gates of Juſtice at Home, by a more 
oppreſſive Conſtitution © of the Year 1764, they are cut 
ce off from all Appeals to the ſecular Courts; are ſub- 
& jected to the Deciſions of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction; 
« and the Romiſh Biſhops made the Arbiters of their 
« Complaints.” | 


By which, (according to the Words in the Kirg of 


Pruſſia's Manifeſto, delivered to the Court of Warſaw in 
March, 1767) 

« The Condition of the Diſſidents is become worſe 
cc than it has ever yet been; their Lot is caſt into the 
« Hands of a Body of Men, who have ever been thei: 
« Oppoſers, and have occaſioned all the Evils of which 
„ they complain.“ | 
Thus hath the hoſtile Spirit of InToLERANCE, the 
Ruling-Paſſion of Popery, which can bear no Rival in 
Power or Privilege, harraſſed the free Eſtate of that Re- 
public for two Centuries ; and hath, at laſt, driven - the 
„ Nobles and Citizens of the Reformed Churches to a 
<« Neceflity, unſought for, of providing for their own 
<« Safety, and of preventing, if poſſible, their total Diſ- 
ec ſolution.” Act of Confederation at Thorn, March 20, 
1767. 

"if peradventure, the ſpirited Conduct of the oppreſſed 
Diſſidents, and the vigorous Interceſſion of the Proteſtant 
Powers, the Guarantees of the Treaty of Oliva, ſhould 
prevail fo far as to calm that proud Spirit of religious De- 
ſpotiſm in the Romiſh 3 and reſtore that primitive 
Equality in the Rights of all its Subjects, which is the 
Baſis of the Pol: Conſtitution: 

If a Reflection on the Diminution of their People, and 
the Decay of their Manufactures, from the Extermination 
of ſo many Thouſands of their natural Subjects, and the 
unexampled Cruelties exerciſed on thoſe who have con- 
tinued among them; ſhould induce the Princes of the 
Roman Church to throw open a humane and well-regu- 
lated Toleration to every Sect of Chriſtians ; and to ad- 


—_—_—. 


The Words of this oppreſſive Act are, 

Diſſidentibus ſecuritatem Perſonarum & Bonorum hæredi- 
** rariorum tant pollicemur, tollendo quoſvis abuſus, & præ- 
cavendo, ut contra Tranſſ reſſores harum Conſlitutionum, ad 
inſtantiam cujuſors, in quovis foro agere liceat.“ ; 

nut 
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mit Proteſtants in Fance and Spain, under no ſeverer Re- 
ſtrictions than what the Roman Catholics lie under at pre- 
ſent in England : 

Then poſſibly might the firſt Proteſtant Sovereign in 
Europe be diſpoſed to improve this Example, and to 
enlarge the Boundaries of Chriftian Liberty in his King- 
doms, even in Favour of the avowed Enemies of its pre- 
ſent Conſtitution. 

But when no ſingle Condeſcenſion hath yet been made 
to the reformed Sects, where they pretend to no Claims of 
Right; and the heavieſt Perſecutions are now raiſed againſt 
them, where they have been for many Ages intitled to the 
firſt Privileges of the State: 

When the Roman Pontiff, inſtead of exerting his Au- 
thority to mollify thoſe religious Grievances, fai diſplays 
his Banner of Intolerance, and calls * openly on the Princes 
of his Communion to embroil them ſtill worſe : 

When the Roman Catholics at Home publiſh and re- 
publiſh Libels againſt the Religion of their Country, and 
reproach the ſacred Name of the Reformation in every 
Page, which no Papiſt ſhould dare to diſhonour upon the 
Iſland of Great Britain: 

To make this a Seafon for ſolliciting a farther Exten- 
lon of the Royal Favour would be a moit glaring Im- 
propriety : 

But to advance in their Pretenſions upon every Conni- 
vance of Power; to erect a Claim of Right upon ſome 
pretended Merits with Government; to proſecute ſuch 


—_— 


* Pope Clement XITI, ſent a Breve to the King of Spain, May— 
i767, exhorting him, 


To uſe his Power againſt the Oppreſſions of the Diſſidents 


in Poland; who (according to his Holineſs's Repreſentation) 
*« abuſe the Protection of ſovereign Princes their Supporters, 
% and endeavour to ſhake the Faith, and overturn the Conſtitu- 
* tion of that Republic.” 


The Author of the Life of Cardinal Pole, in his fixth Section, 
to Edit. Pages 330, 331, ſpeaks of the Engliſh Reformation 
as inculcating 

« Poctrines which coincided with all the corrupt Inclina- 
tions of human Nature; their Progreſs has therefore no- 
thing more extraordinary in it, than that of Mahomet, who 


* took the like Method.“ 


Claims 
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Claims with an indecent * Forwardneſs; and to call every 

3 Reſtraint upon them by the Name of Perſecution ; 
ews ſuch a Turbulence of Demeanour as muſt for ever 

defeat the mildeſt Purpoſes of the Legiſlature, and may 

{cem to deſerve ſome public Mark of Disfavour. 


I am, &C. 


POS TECHRIPT:; 


The Republiſher of Cardinal PoLE's Life, inſtead of 
making the AMENDE HONORABLE to the Public, for 
having written a Libel on the Religion of his Country, 
hath preſumed to make his Appeal to it againſt much in- 
Jurious T reatment he pretends to have received from hi; 
Proteſtant Correctors. 

Shameful Ingratitude ! Have they not enabled him to pre- 
ſcnt his Popiſh Readers with a ſomewhat more intelligiblc 
Edition of the Life of his admired Cardinal, by pointing out 
to him a more numerous Lift of Errors againſt Hiffory, 
Chronology, Grammar, and Common-Senſe, than eve: 
yet diſgraced a Work which made Pretence to Literature, 
fince the Invention of the Art of Printing ? 

His Charge againſt ox of his Cenfors ſhall here have 
an Anſwer.-He complains, (in his Appendix to his 
Quarto Edition, No. 5, printed for Dodſley, in Pall- 
Mall, 1767) 

„The fourth and laſt Champion has pointed out ſome 
% Miſtakes in the Work with [ſult and Malevolence, and 
< every Indication of Enmity to the Author, though a per- 
« feet Stranger to him.” | 

He anſwers.—That he acknowledges himſelf a Stranger 
to Mr. Phillips, under every other Appellation than that 
of The Biographer of Cardinal Pole : He profeſſes to know 
neither his Merits nor Demerits as a Prieſt of the Church 
of Rome : But, as the Author of Pole's Life, he cannot 
allow him to have the ſmalleſt Portion of the boaſted In. 


ä 
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u See a large Pamphlet publiſhed in London 1766, without 


any Printer's Name to it, intiled 


A fiee Examination of the common Methods employed to 


prevent the Growth of Popery.“ SE 
FALLIBILITY 
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#ALLIBILITY of his Church. —He diſclaims the Charge 
of Inſult, Male volence, or Enmity ; he never once dipped 
his Pen in Gall through his whole Criticiſm, True, he 
expoſed his Plagiariſms; they merited the Brand of Infa- 
my; they are the moſt felontous and fraudulent Larcenies 
that were ever perpetrated by a Writer.,-As true is it, he 
laughed at his Blunders and Abſurdities; Who could re- 
frain? They were ridiculous beyond the Powers of Gra- 
vity to reſiſt ;—and he muſt perſiſt in thinking, that his 
Offences againſt the Literary World (his Offences againſt 
the civil and religious Government of his Country may 
not be fo eaſily expiated) demand, as their juſt Atoaks- 
ment, 

That he refign up his UsURPED Pretenſions (theſe 
were his Words) to the Scholar, the Hiſtorian, and the 
original Writer.“ 

But, if the Publiſher and Republiſnher of the Life of 
Cardinal Pole be inlined to Jifpute, or to diſprove, the 
ſuſtice of this Sentence, let him hang up a true Table of the 
numerous Plagiariſins, and manifold Errors of his Work, 
on the Gates of the Clarendon Printing Office, (where it 
could never gain Admittance, though often ſollicited) and 
his MALEVOLENT CENSOR will ſubmit implicitly to the 
yublic Award, 


N. B. Since the above Letters were ſent to the Preſs, 
the indefatigable Club of Free-Examiners have publiſhed 
what an elegant modern W riter truly terms, 

The moſt tedious Thing in the World, vulgarly called, A 

Szcond ParT.—Wherein they inſiſt on 

The Free Exerciſe of their Religion formerly enjoy- 
ed by the Dr/fidents in Poland, and by the Huguc hots in 
** France; and now indulged to the es. ere in Germa- 
y; being Evidences invincibly clear and flrong, that Popery 
© is not an intolerant Religion.” (Free Exam. 2d Part, 53d 
and 54th Pages.) 

{ freely allow, and it is for the Honour of Sovereigns, 
that there have been, and ſtill are, Princes of the Popiſh 


Com- 
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Communion, who have dared to prefer the Sacredneſs of 
their Royal Word, and the juſt Rights and Liberties of 
their Proteſtant Subjects, either ſtipulated for by Treaties, 
or won in the Field, before an implicit Obedience to the 
Doctrines of their own Hierarchy. 

But I appeal to Hiſtory, whether the gradual Infringe- 
ments on the religious Right:, of the Babemian Proteſtants, 
granted to them by meg Auguſtus in 1563, and con- 
firmed in the Diet of Paland in 1569: The ſenſible Di 
minution and Abatement of their original Privileges and 
Liberty of Worſhip, through the malignant Spirit of the 
Popiſh Clergy, who have watched every Opportunity of 
Oppreſfion from the Death of their great Patron S:yi/- 
mund, to the preſent Criſis of their Sufterings—Whethe: 
the utter Extirpation of Proteſtantiſm in France, through 
the prevalent Influence of the fame intolerant Principle? 
And the feeble and almoſt expiring Condition of the Re. 
formed in Hungary, under every Difabilty and Diſcourage- 
ment which their powerful Enemics can invent, and com- 
mon Policy will allow of; are not Evidlences much ftronge 
and clearer e 

That PopERx under its genuine, eccle/ra/tical Idea, whe- 
ther repreſented by a Pope, an Inquifition, a Council, or 
a national Synod, ſtill reveres, and maintains the cru! 
Decree for 1 Extermination of Heretics, eſtabliſhed wit“ 
ſo much Solemnity in the Great Council of Lateran an 
itill teaches, 

That no Prince ſhall be obliged to keep his Promiſe u. 
Herettes, by whatever T ye he may be engaged, 

As it was firſt ſhamefully exemplified, and afterwards en- 
acted in the Synod of Conftance : | 

And to ſhew that their Succeſlors in the Government 
of the Popiſh Church have not forſaken the Doctrines of 
their great Exemplais ? 

The Breve of Clement XI. to Charles VI. in 1712 is but 
a Tranſcript of what that Synod had inculcated to the 
Emperor Sigi/mund in 1414. 

And the Gloſs of Benedict XIV. on what, I ſuppoſe, 
may be called the priſent Opinions of the Roman Catholic 
Divines, with Regard to the Puniſhing Heretics with 
Death, is but a 2 Comment on the perſecuting Ca- 
non cf Innocent III. publiſhed above 500 Years ago.— 


Let not then thoſe Gentlemen, The Free Examiner: 
perplex themſelves to overthrow the Legitimacy of -/- 
Latcran Canon, {( Free Exam, Pt. II. p. 28.) (which the 


violent 


E n. 67 


violent Temper of the Pope, who is ſaid to have enacted,» 
it, and the ſanguinary Purpoſes for which that Counci 
was ſummoned, give every Mark of Probability to:) of 
to juſtify the Proceedings of another Synod which ſat 309 
Years ſince. (Free Exam. Pt. II. p. 5, and ſeq.) (whoſe 
bloody Perfidy was fully execrated by the Wars it occa- 
honed in Bohemia.) and even acknowledged by the Coun- 
vil of Trent in the Safe-Conduct offered to the Proteſtants, 
wherein it is declared, “they will take no Advantage of 
any Canon or Council whatſoever, particularly that of 
Conflance, in Prejudice of this public Faith and full Aſ- 
ſurance.“ Dx Pires Eccl. Rift. XVI. Century, Seſſion 
XV. Council of Trent, £ 

Let them ſhew, that the Breve of Clement XI, and the 
Pailage from Pope Benedict's Works, as quoted in theſe 
Letters, are both Forgeries : Otherwiſe, all their Exami- 
nations, Apologies, and Inquiries, have done, and can do 
nothing for their Cauſe, 

The Hand-writing upon the Fall is not yet obliterated ; 
Popery is ſtill convicted of maintaining thoſe two dire Te- 
nts ſo hoflile and deteſtable to a Proteſtant Government. (Free 
Exam. Pt. II. p. 5.) 

i. That no Fa is to be kept with Heretics, where the 

Intereſt of the Church intervenes ; 
II. That Fleretics are to be puniſhed with Death ſolely for 
their religious Opinions; 
On the infallible Teſtimonies of Two very eminent Popes 
of the preſent Century, Clement XI. and Benedict XIV. 


- . * a * * 


LS T TE R VI. 


10 the EDIT OR of the Poſſcript to the 
FREE EXAMINATION, &c. 


5 I Rz 
1 MUST think myſelf greatly obliged to you for your 
extreme Condeſcenſion, in the public Notice you have 
taken of the Five preceding Letters, when you had Tuo 
ich notable Pleas for ſaving yourſelf the Trouble : The 
Kit, that you was Convinced in your own Judgment, 
3 they 
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they were not worthy your Notice, until the Importunity 
of your Friends broke in upon your Self-Opinion, and 

ave me a Conſequence with you, which alarmed your 

anity: Che Second, That you are fully ſatisfied, The 
Free Examination is of itſelf a ſufficient Anſwer to all the 
Arguments that had been advanced before, aad to all that 
have been produced ſince its Publication, againſt the To- 
leration. of the Popiſh Religion. 

With ll this Aflurante of the Impeccability of your 
own Performance, and the Impotence of mine, you mut 
have had an uncommon Deference to the Opinion of 
others, who may have endeavoured to ſettle the Balance 
ſomewhat evener between us, to ſubmit even to the puny 
Taſh of a Poſtſcript for my farther Conviction. And your 
Poſtſcript is indeed in the uſual Form and Faſhion of ſuch 
ſummary Compoſitions, a ſmall Vehicle for Arrogance and 
Abuſe ! infifting with inſolent Confidence on the unanſwer- 
able Merits of the Work it is tacked to; and inveighing, 
without the decent Ceremonials of Plauſibility and Good- 
manners, which ſuch ſmart Impromptd's have no Room 
for, againſt every preſumptuous Writer who dares to di{- 


ſent from your Opinion. 


As I am not ſingular in this Error, if it be one, ſo ! 
have luckily eſcaped with only my Share of your Chaſ- 
tilements, the full Moiety of them baving been dealt out 
to another Mriter, whole literary Reſentments you may 
feet perhaps to be much keener than mine. 

As to myſelf, Sir, I own I engage with you at ſome 
Diſadvantage, but, as it is chiefly on the Side of Calum- 
ny and Scurrility, you are welcome to make the moſt of it, 

You diſcover me to be a Clergyman, and as ſuch you 
are pleaſed to ſtigmatize me “ as a * Lover of Bigotry and 
<«« Cruelty, a Proteſtant Inquiſitor, &c.” But indeed. Sir, 
Proteſtantiſm teaches no ſuch Principles; it will not even 
allow me to retaliate ſuch Ribaldry upon you, were it in 


2 Mr. Blookbarms. 


b The ſame Kind of Language is very common in the Free 
Examination publiſhed by the fame Hand, 
Introduction P. III. 
hey have no Regard to Goſpel, or Truth, or Reaſon.” 
Letter Il. p. 4. 
The Clergy ſlumber in the Vineyard, with Goſpel-Arms in 
their Hands.” &c. paſſin, 
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my Power; but you are happily out of my Reach, having 
neither Name, Title, or Profeſſion ; no, not ſo much as 
a Printer or Bookſeller to anſwer for your Publication, 
which is not ftricHy according to the Laws of this Coun- 
try, which perhaps, as an Alien, by Education at leaſt, 
you may not know; or, as a profeſſed Papiſt, you may 
affect to diſregard. ; 

But, were it in my Power, it is far from my Inclination, 
and farther ftill from my preſent Intention in writing, to 
make Repriſals upon you: As the EpiToR of the FREE 
EXAMINATION, you have already had my Opinion of 
that Work, and its Legion of Writers; I don't know any 
Crime I have been guilty of that ſhould inflict on me the 
Neceſſity of going over it again. If Hiſtorical Records 
and the ſtubborn Demonſtration of Facts be not a ſuffici- 
ent Counterbalance againſt the W ranglings of your Club, 
] have nothing ſtronger to offer ; Popery is the moſt ra- 
tional, the moſt 1 the moſt loyal and conſti- 
tutional, and alas too ! the moſt perſecuted Syſtem of Re- 
ligion that ever ſought a Settlement in this Iſland. 

If Clement XIth's Bulle be not Evidence, “ that no pub- 
* lic Faith” (for concerning private Contracts between 
Man and Man, to which the Free Examiners would con- 
fine it, we are not arguing) „though given by Popiſh 
«© to Heretical Princes or States in the moſt folemn Man- 
<« ner, is of any Force or Validity whatever, if it any Way 
« interfere with the Intereſts of their Church ;” I defire 
to offer no other,—{(Sze the Appendix. ) 

If the mild Bencaliet XIV th's Opinion delivered with the 
utmoſt Circumſpection, and in the ſofteſt Terms, be not 
Evidence, That Perſecution, or the Purſuing a Heretic 
to Death ſolely for his religious Opinions, is a Doctrine 
„ of the Church of Rome, which ſhe authoriſes and re- 
** commends, although ſhe does not immediately act the 
„ Executioner;” ll deſire to offer no other, it is to me iu- 
far omnium una. (Letter V. p. 98, n. .) 

Examples too horrid to enumerate may, in ſome In- 
ſtances perhaps, be aſcribed to Paſſion ; to Policy; to the 
Neceflity of the Times; to Provocation from the Parties 
convict ; the common Apology to the World in the Days 
of Queen Mary : But 1 inſiſt on the ſober, deliberate 
Deciſion of a cool and cautious Pontiff, to be the oracular 
Voice of his Church, and the genuine Interpretation of 
ner profeſſed T cnets. 
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And upon theſe Two Do#rines alone, which have been 
authoriſed and delivered ex Cathedra, by Popes of th: 
preſent Century, in the mildeſt Seaſons of their Power, 
without looking back on the ſtormy and furious Times of 
the Gregorys and the Innocents for more inflammatory Ar- 
ticles, would I ground the public Danger to Proteſtant 
Princes and People, ſhould they take off the neceſſary 
Reftraints which Prudence and Self Defence have impoſe 
on a religious Sect, which holds Doctrines fo adverſe 10 
the Safety of the Prince, and to both the public and per- 
ſonal Security of the People. — 

In Mitigation of the Firſt of theſe Charges, your Ps/?- 
ſcript aſſerts, (though 1 know not with what Authority 
you advance it, neither do I apprehend you can ſpeak with 
any general Authority at all.” | 

— That Papiſts are willing to give any Teſt that 
ve can be offered, of their Loyalty and Fidelity to a Pro- 
ce teſtant Government in al! the Affairs that regard thi: 
Life; that they always called cageriy for ſuch a Tet, 
7 and wore always induſtriouſly denied it.” —(Peoftſcript. 

273} | 

This Challenge in the Name of all the Engliſh Papiſts 
you had before publiſhed in the Free Examination, an; 
tacked to it a Reflexion on our late learned Metropolitan. 
for aſſerting, That Papiſts have not given the Secu- 
„ rity other Subjects do give to Government for their 
„Loyalty,“ which Security, it is there declared, was ne- 
ver put in their Power to give. (Free Exam, 84 p. n.) 

So peremptory an Aſſertion, repeated with fo much 
Confidence, and backed with an Aftront to a Charactu 


far above all Imputation of Diſingenuity, ill-mannerly a- 


it was, ought at leaſt to have been true; whereas thc 
Falſchood of it is nctorious : Did not James I. put it ir 
the Power of his Popiſh Subjects to give ſuch a Security, 
by offering to accept from them a ſample Oath of Alleg+ 
ance without an Oath of Supremacy tacked to it, of which you 
ſo much complain? Was not the ſanie Grace repeated! 
tendered to them in the ſucceeding Reigns, and the 11:7 
Form ſoftened with particular Addreſs to reconcile it tr 
the Scruples of the Weak and Ignorant? “ And yet we 
« have ſeen them (lays an © honeſt Papiſt aſhamed of th- 
Principles of his own Hierarchy) “ obſtinately croſs a 
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« manifeſt and great Good of Catholics v8luntirily of- 
fered; and the Compaſhon of a Houſe of Lords, in- 
« clining and intending to eaſe us of a great Part of the 
* Burden which the Law lays upon us, obſtructed and 
4+ fruſtrated by them: And our Fathers have ſeen worſe — 

I do not know that the Papiſts have ever i» a Body ap- 
plied for the ſame Indulgence ſince; neither can 1 be- 
lieve (excuſe me for diſagreeing with you in Opinion) 
that they would take the fame Oath of ſimple Allegiance, 
if tendered to them again; or that they can take it, un- 
leſs Clement XIIItk, inſtead of confirming the Decree of 
his Predeceſſor Paul V th, and condemning it as“ repug- 
* nant to Faith and Salvation,” ſhould adopt the Senti- 
ments of the Univerſity of Paris, ant, with the good Senſe 
and good Policy of her Chancellor, declare, 

That it may be taken with a ſafe Conſcience by Eng- 
e liſb Catholics : nay, that they are by Religion bound to 
'© take that very Oath, and by ail Means to keep and per- 
form it as becomes faithful Subjects.“ 

I do therefore venture to aflert, in Vindication of the 
Truth and Candour of that great and good Prelate, who 
carried the ſame nice and correct Habit with which he 
thought, and ſpake, into all his Writings z and never 
hazarded an Opinion, or Expreſſion, to the Detriment 
of any Sect or Party; but always conſidered Juſtneſs of 
Reaſoning, and Propriety of Diction, above the leſs ſolid 
Ornaments and Embelliſhments of Style— 

That the Papiſts have not given that Security other 
Subjects do give to Government for their Loyalty ;”— 
That it has been in their Power to have given ſuch Secu- 
rity, by taking the Oath of Allegiance, which required no 
Renunciation of their Religion, but was folely intended 7o 
regard their Demeaaour in this Life : That, inſtead of calling 
exgerly for ſuch a Teſt, they rejected it arrogantly when 
offered; inſtead of being always induflrioufly denied it, it 
was repeatedly tendered to them with many Softenings 
and Abatements, rather to obviate the pretended Objec- 
tions of their Leaders, than the real Scruples of the Ma- 
jority among them; for the Body of the Papiſts looked 
„pon it as a fair Teſt of their Loyalty, and were well in- 
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4 P. Walſh's Trwiſlation of the Chanceller of the Univerſity of 
Parise Approbation of the Engltjh Oath of Allegiance, Au. Dom. 
1681. (Letter to the biihop of Lincoln, p 558.) 

F 4 clined 


72 L . 


clined to have taken it, had not the Pope, and the Cham. 
pions of his Supremacy, the Cardinals, frightened them out 
of it, by declaring it to be“ Juramentum noxium et illi- 
citum (See Letter I. p. 27. n. J.) 

And * that it was a Dottrine equally repugnant to th: 
% Chriftian Faith, to diſpute the Power of the Pope over Chri/- 
& tian Princes, as it would be te maintain the ſpiritual Supre- 
mac of the King of England,” (Bellarmine,) See Lettes 
I. p. 26. n. &. 

To the ſecond Charge, brought home, T preſume, upon 
the Romiſh Church and Clerpy, by the expreſs Declara- 
tion of the late Pope Bend XIV, 1 

% That it is a religious Principle of Popery to perſecute He- 

de retics capitatly :“ ( Free Exam. p 103.) 
Or, according to his own preciſe Language, 
« That obſtinate Her etics ſhould at length be puniſhed with 
Death!“ 

To this, 1 find no Reply in your Poſtſcript 3 you ref! 
it, perhaps, on the Arguments before made Uſe of, in 
diſtinct Diſcourſe on this Subject, in the Free Examinatio, 
( Free Exam. Diſcourſe II. p. 102.) 

I ſhall therefore re-conſider this Point a little, as thc 
I riter ſeems to have examined the Statutes reſpecting 
Hereſy with a very partial Eye, that he may exculpaic 
his own Church and Clergy from any Share in the Guilt 
of thoſe ſanguinary Laws, of which Proteſtants have fo 
juſt an Abhorrence at this Day. 

Before any expreis Law againſt Tieretics was enacted, 
the Kings of England, to ſoothe the Spirits of their Clergy, 
or to gratify their Importunity, e them Permiſſion, or. 
their own Authority, without the Advice of Parliament, 
„to confine Heretics in their own Priſons.” 

This Permiſſion the Biſhop of Lud obtained from Ed. 
ward III. The very Grant of it ſhews that it was an Act 
of the Sovereign at the Kegueſt of the Dioceſan, not au- 
thoriſed by the Laws of the Land. The ſame Privilege 
was afterwards granted by Kichard , and, in the fifth Yea! 
of that King, an Act was paſſed, though rejected by the 
Commons, impowering the Biſnops, without reſorting to 
the Crown for a Licence, to impriſon Heretics : But th: 
Commons, who at firſt rejected the Bill, fſhewed thei: 
Reſentment againſt it afterwards ; they conſidered it as © 
dangerous Stretch of the Prerogative, in Favour of the 
Hicrarchy ; #* a Conceflion which was very deſtructive to 

| Liberty. 


IL. E TT ENI. 72 
i Liberty, by which the Clergy became abſolute Maſters 


of the Honours and Fortunes of private Perſons.” ( Repin.) 

Accordingly, they repreſented to him, at the next Meet - 
ug of the Parliament, 

That the Statute was never agre:d, nor granted by 
« the Commons, but whatſoever was moved therein, was 
without their Aﬀent; and therefore prayed, that the 
„ ſaid Statute ſhould be diſannulled, which was done,” 
( Cotton's Abridgment, page 285.) 

So far the Romiſh Clergy appear to have been no inac- 
tive Characters in the Proſecution of Hereſy, but to have 
had Weight enough with their Kings (who could have 
no Motive of their own for ſuch a Conceſſion) to prevail 
with them for a Privilege too flattering to Eceleſiaſtical 
Power ; very dangerous to private Liberty ; and unautho- 
riſed by the Common or Statute Law of this Kingdom.— 

Indeed before the Cloſe of this weak Prince's Reign, 
when his own Love of Splendor, and the Prodigality of 
his Favourites, had 3 the Revenues of the Crown, 
an alluring Temptation was thrown in his Way, to in- 
duce him to extend his Severities againſt Heretics {till far- 
ther, out of Motives of Advantage to himſelf. And the 
Followers of Jycliff, the Heretics of that Age, were 
obliged to take an Oath, An. 1395, not only to ſubmit to 
Impriſonment and Eccleſiaſtical Penance, in Caſe of tranſ- 
greſſing; but alſo 15 7 all their © Goods to the King's 
Mill without any other Proceſs of Law.” 

Henry IV, who was more of the Libertine and Sol- 
dier of Fortune than the zealous Religioniſt, would have 
thought Fines and Impriſonment ſufficient Terrors to keep 
his Heretic Subjects in Awe, whoſe Cauſe he was, as 
Hellinſhed informs us, in no Humour to oppreſs, had not 
Policy aſſured him he could not fo effectually mollify the 
Court of Rome, whoſe Reſentment he had“ ſo lately pro- 
yoked, by a Revival of the old Statute againit Proviſors; 
nor ſo fully gratify his own Popith Clergy at Home, who 
had been very ready Inſtruments in raiſing him to the 
Throne, as hy arming them with new Power in Exchange 
for what he took from them, and enabling them to ſatiate 
their Fury on the bold Impugners of their Superſtition. 
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For theſe Purpoſes he procured for them that infamous 
and inhuman " Statute, the Reproach of his Reign! A 
Law, which, like Dracs's, ought to have been written in 
Blood ; and which ſhould be repeated in the Ears of the 
Papiſts, whenever they exclaim againſt the Rigour of the 
Penal Statutes. 

If therefore this Law © of burning Men for Hereſy” 
be deemed (as the Free Examiner inſiſts) . A Law of 
the Secular Power,” yet its Complexion and Language 
evidently ſpeak its Deſcent ; it ſprang from no Branch of 
the Engliſh Common Law, the only pure Source of our 
Statutes, but was derived from that impure Fountain of Ty- 
ranny and religious Oppreſſion, the ancient Popiſh Canons. 

And it became afterwards, what Paul IV. called the In- 
guiſitian, ** the Bulwark of the Roman Church,” with 
which it ſunk for a few Years, during the ſhort Reign of 
the Proteſtant Prince Edward VI, but was reared up again 
with inſolent Triumph, as the Standard of Perſecution, by 
his vengeful Succeflor *, who uſed it as the horrid Inſtru- 
ment of her religious Fury, in every Year of her Reign, 
and in every Province of her Kingdom.— 

« How happy (are the Words of an ingenious Com- 
ce mentator © on this Statute) is the Situation of an Eng- 
„ liſhman at preſent, that he can conſider this terrible 
« Proceſs as a Matter of Speculation, and calmly amuſe 
* himiclf with it, as a common Point of Learning or 
«« Antiquity ! The Thunder-Cloud is now removed to a 
* ſafe Diſtance, and become a Matter of Diſquiſition and 
« Curiofity, mixed with a pleaſing Terror.“ 

After this Digreſhon in Compliance with the Free Ex- 
aminers, I look again into your Poſtſcript, and find a no- 
table Apology for your Prieſthood, which I ſuppoſe to be 
the Words of the poor Prieſt (whom you mention p. 180) 
to the Conſtable who was leading him to the King's-Bench 
Priſon, with his Maſs-Book' in his Pocket: „Why 
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h 2 Henry IV. c. 15. De Hæretico comburendo. 
See the Obſervations on the angient Statutes—in 4to. 2d. 


Edit. 285 & ſeq. p. 


The Statutes of the 5 Rich. II. aud the 2 Henry IV. were re- 
pealed with others by the 1 Ed. VI. but were revived by the 1 
and 2 of Philp and Mary. 


The Author of The Obtervations on the ancient Statutes in 
4t0,—24, Edit. 1766. 
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4 ſhould a Man be condemned for Diſloyalty, for ſaying 
«© Maſs in an unknown Tongue?“ To which the Anſwer 
the honeſt Conſtable may be ſuppoſed to have made in his 
own Way, will be as ſatisfactory as can be given,“ I he 
„ Beggar whem I committed Yeſterday to the Houſe of 
Correction, was not taken up for aſking Alms in bad 
French, or broken Iriſh, but for an open Violation 
* of the Laws of this Country, which will not tolerate 
„ ſuch Abuſes.” 

Here, Sir, you make a full Pauſe, and very cavalierly 
diſmiſs Mr. Blackburne's Book af 296 Pages, together with 
my fir/t Letter, as unworthy the Trouble of your farther 
F,xamination, 

The ſole Honour of your future Notice is intended for 
myſelf, and therefore demands my particular Attention. 

Let me aſk you then, Sir, Why you are diſpleaſed with 
not finding, in my Second Letter, On Antichri/?, what was 
never deſigned to be found there? I never once aimed at a 
poſative Proof „ that the Pope is Antichriſt; 1 know of no 
Logic that can prove the Accompliſhment of a Propheſy 
not yet accompliſhed : The progrefſrve Evidence of it teems 
indeed to be ſtrongly marked out in the Records of Papal 
Rome, and I pointed out the Writers who had traced the 
Veſtiges of it in the Inordinancies of her Power, and the 
Extravagancics of her Superſtition, for the Satisfaction of 
thoic who would be pleaſed with ſuch a Diſquiſition. The 
Object of my Letter was to ſhew, that this Opinion was 
neither the Reſult of the Whim, or the Malice of Pro- 
teſtants, but was coeval with the Luft of temporal Power, 
and ſpiritual Pageantry in the Papal Hierarchy : 'T hat the 
Likeneſs was ſtruck off ſo ſtrong at the firſt, that Time 
has but mellowed the Colouring, and made the Reſem- 
blance more diſtinguiſhable ; that the Romiſh Church was 
very early conſcious of it, and, whenever her Friends or 
her Enemies held the Picture up to her, ſhe put it from 
her with Shame and Confuſton : And that all the Wit and 
Raillery of Monf. Boſſuet on this Subject, ſo awkwardly 
imitated by the Free Examiners, amounts to no more than 
this, —that the once dreaded Power of the Papal Hierar- 
chy has been for ſome "Time growing ſo faſt into Con- 
tempt, that a Biſhop of the Gallican Church could not 


m FHiftiire des Variations des Egliſes Proteſtantes, Livre 136. 
Defrine fur Þ Antichriſt. | 
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ſtand by and ſee the Writers among the Reformed, who 


were then ſmarting under immediate Perſecution, making 
= formidable Compariſons of that Power, which he 
and his Church ſet at nought, without buriting out into 
Laughter.— 

In what Age this Propheſy ſhall be fully accompliſhed, 
I do not venture to foretell; but i truſt this Nation ſhall 
never again drink of the Ii ine of the Wrath of her Fornica- 
tion, ere Babylon ſhall fall. (Reels. c. XVIII. v. 2, 3.) 

Your Criticiſm on my Third Letter, an the Gun-Pow- 
der Plot, ſtripped of a few coarſe |.pithets, which go for 
nothing in the Mouth of an angry Controverſaliſt, is 
confined within one fingle Aﬀertion, in which you pro- 
nounce that the whole Tendency of it is to prove, that 
the Body of Englith Papiſts ought to be deemed guilty 
« of the Popiſh Plot, notwithitanding they were Stranger: 
& to it, and did not enter into it. ©” 

If the Tendency of a Letter and the direct Meaning 
of it are different, you may be right in your, Aſſertion; 
but if the Letter be a true Interpreter of the Senſe of its 
Writer ; the Body of — Papiſts are not once reflect- 
ed on through the Whole, whether they were Stranger; 
to it or not, which is a Point not entered into at all. 

The ſimple Argument of it may be compriſed in almoſt 
as few Words as your Abuſe of it, and the Truth of either 
may be determined upon the Spot, as the Author has ven- 
tured to ofter it a ſecond Time to the Public, without 
being frightened by the Coarſeneſs of your Criticiſm. 

It aſſerts, 

— That the Traitors in the Gun-Powder Plot were al! 
Papiſts ; that they were urged by religious Principles, or 
religious Reſentments, to engage in the Attempt ; that the 
Attempt itſelf was horrible beyond Meaſure, and would 
in any, but this Proteſtant Country, have been purſued 
with the utmoſt Rigour ; that the Offenders alone were 
puniſhed for it, and the Body of Papiſis ſuffered no worſe 
Conſequence from it, than having the Oath of Allegiance 
preſcribed them as a Teſt of their future Loyalty, which 
the late execrable Conſpiracy had made abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary for the Safety of Government. 

J do not apprehend, Sir, that the moſt redoubted 
Champion for Popery, yourſelf, Sir, can detect any Mil- 
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repreſentations of Hiſtory in the preceding Allegations, 
or one Circumſtance to the Diſcredit of a Proteſtant Le- 
giſlature, through that remarkable T ranſaction; could you 
indeed have thrown a Veil over the Whole, your own 
Sect might thank you for your Pains ; neither would I, 
Sir, have ever drawn it aſide, but for the diſmgenuous 
Uſe the Free Examiners attempted to make of this Story, 
repreſenting it, | 

As one of thoſe horrid Charges made profeſſedly to 
*« jſtify the Proſecution of Catholics who have no Guile 
*© but their Religion. (Free Exam. p. 20.) 

If you take up your Pen again, you will pleaſe to ex- 
plain what you mean when you ſay, “you paſs ſuch and 
e ſuch Things by in Tenderneſs to your Reader.” I appre- 
hend, Sir, if you have any Readers at all, they would 
wiſh to hear the moſt you have to ſay in Confutation of 
your Antagoniſt's Arguments; or they will be apt to ſuſ- 
pect, if you paſs the principal of them over unanſwered, 
that you rather did it in Terderneſ to your own Cauſe, 
than out of any Compliment to their Time or Patience. 
Had you been bleſſed with much of that Fenderneſs you 
| boaſt of, you and your Junto of Writers, the Free Exa- 
miners, would have ſpared the Literary World the Pains of 
going over fo many unpleaſing Pages in Hiſtory, to ex- 
amine into the Truth or Falſchood of your marvellous Al- 
legation, "That the 7r:1/h Maſſacre in 1641 (which is the 
Subject of my Fourth Letter) & was a Forgery of thoſe 
„ fanatical Villains, the Lords Juſtices, in their own De- 
« fence, who invented the Impoſture to juſtify their own. 
% Rapine and Cruelties to the Engliſh Nation. (Free 
Exam. p. 25, &c.) 

If the infallible Tongue of Popery could convince us, 
that the ſhocking Barbarities of that Day were all a Fa- 
ble, the Invention only of deſigning Puritans, Humanity 
would thank her for the Diſcovery, and we ſhould all be 
prodigal of our Credulity on ſo pleaſing an Occaſion : But 
when the Sum of all her pretended Emendations of our Hi- 
{tory amounts to no more than this, That the Maſſacre, 
6 x & | was too true, and Papiſts the Perpetrators of it; but 
that many religious Diſcouragements and Reſtrictions on 
their public Worſhip had provoked them to theſe horrid 
Acts of Revenge; not indeed on the Fanatics, the al- 
* ledged Aggreſſors, but on their unarmed and unoffending 
* Brethren, who lay at their Mercy,” may not Proteſtants 
in the ſucceeding Century be ſoinewhat ſhocked at the Re- 
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troſpect? „When we recollect what hath been, we 
* muſt guard ourfelves againit what inay be; we muſt 
« put ourſelves occaſionally in the Situation of our Fore- 
« fathers, and adopt their Feelings, to excite our Vigi- 
« lance, though not our Reſentment ; and make ſupple— 
e mental Proviſions for Security, where the former have 
proved inſufficient.” ( Archbiſhop Secker's Sermon before 
the Society for Proteſtant Schools in Ireland, 1757.) 

Wonder not then, Sir, if (as the Free Examiners are 
ery hald to declare) | 

«© "The Wrongs of various Kinds ſuffered by the Catho- 
« lics of Jreland, under the Cloak of Religion, have 
given them an horrid Idea of the Reformation, which 
« Time cn hardly obliterate.” (Letter V. p. 17) 

So likewiſe, and with much ſtronger Aggravations, 
the Plots and Confpiracies, and, let me add, Maſlacres, 
attempted or perpetrated on the Proteſtants of both King- 
doms ſince that ra, have given them a very reaſonable 
Caulſc of Fear, left ſo dangerous a Sect ſhould become ſo 
prevalent in either Kingdom, as to venture again on ſuch 
outrageous and inhuman Means of Redreſs or Revenge ; 
luffer us therefore to call it common Policy, inſtead of 
Perſecution in the Legiſlature, to exact at leaſt as ſtrong 
a Teſt of their Allegiance and good Faith from the 
avowed Enemies of our reformed Worſhip, as any other 
Sect, that ſeeks the Privilege of Toleration, is ready to 
ſubmit to. | | 

When Lows XIV th revoked the Edict of Nantes, he 
thought it ſufficient for his Juſtification to declare, “ that 
« it was neceſſary to the Dignity of his Crown, to ſuffer 
« but one Way of Worſhip in his Kingdom.” He ac- 
cuſed not his Huguenot Subjects either ot FTreaſons or 
Maflacres,—— 

Before I enter upon your Criticiſm on my F:/th Letter, I 
beg Leave to aſk, why, when you were per/uaded to take 
public Notice of my ſeveral Letters, you did not vindi- 
cate your Friends, as well as yourſelf, from the Charges 
which are there brought againſt them ? 

Why ſuffer your favourite Advocate, Mr. Brace, to 
lie under the Imputation of a pitiful Plagiary, a Retailer 
of the Thread-bare Arguments of a Popiſh Writer, con- 
futed ſeven Years before ? 

Why not invalidate the Evidence of Lord Angleſey's 
Letter, who was in Ireland at the Time, and is a firong 
Witnels againſt you, it you mtant to make your Readers 
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believe, that the I; had any Plea, fave their religious 
Diſlatisfactions, for the Maſſacre and Rebellion in 1641 

But, above all, why did not you produce your infallible 
Proof ? © that "Teſtimony, which you ſay, cannot be 
« controverted, that all the Hiftorians who have written 
con that Rebellion gave their Teftimony in Oppoſition 
to evident Truth, and the natural Feelings of Fleſh and 
© Blood.” ( Poſtſcript, p. 176.) 

Your ſummary Charge againſt my Fifth Letter is, that 
have deſerted my original Plan, and declaimed againſt 
that very Principle of Intalerauce, which I had before re- 
commended as a neceſſary Fence againſt the Incroachments 
of Popery in this Kingdom: Had I become fo ſudden a 
Convert to your Tenets by dabbling ſo much of late in 
the perſuaſive Tracts of the Free Examiners, you ſhould 
have encouraged a new Profelyte, and not have expoſed 
him; but, methought, I was fairly purſuing the ſtraight 
Courſe of my Argument, when | proceeded to ſhew the 
palpable Injuſtice and Unreaſonableneſs with which Pa- 
piſts contend ſo earneſtly for a Right to Tolrration, under a 
Government which they have often attempted to over- 
throw, but would never give it ſufficient Security of their 
Allegiance; at the ſame Jime that, in thoſe Kingdoms 
where theirs is the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, they extend not 
thoſe Rights to any other Sect whatſoever, nor conde- 
ſcend to offer any 1 eſt of Fidelity to their Heretic Sub- 
jects, for this very Reaſon perhaps, becauſe they know 
they would be molt ready to take it; and would think 
themſelves happy to bear no heavier Burdens in Spain or 
France, than what the Papiſts bear, with ſo much Mur- 
muring, in this Kingdom, though they have it in their 
own Choice to lighten them ftill more. 

Moreover, in other Kingdoms, for Inſtance Poland, 
(where, ſince the Reformation, the Superiority of Num- 
bers was on the Side of the Diffident Party) they ſub- 
mitted to an Equality of Privileges for a Time, with fſe- 
cret Reluctance; but, as ſoon as the Scale preponderated 
on their Side, they abſolutely refuſed their Countrymen 
that Toleration, under the Sanction of which they them- 
ielves had grown ſo powerful; they ſtung the poor Dſ- 
/idents to Death, in whoſe Boſoms they had been cheriſh- 
ed, as ſoon as they had collected Strength and Vigour 
enough to give a mortal Wound. | 

From this imperfect Sketch of the Purport of my Fifth 
Letter, I preſume, Sir, I have not greatly erred from the 

original 
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original Deſign of thoſe Pieces, though J thought myſeſt 
at Liberty to extend the laſt of them ſome what beyond its 
intended Limits, in Vindication of the perſecuted Dijji- 
dents, whoſe Cauſe and Spirit I honour. | 

J had, you know, Sir, (for you either wrote or pub- 
liſhed it) a mot bitter Pamphlet hefore me, full of the 
groſſeſt Abuſe on the Religion of this Country, the Ma- 
giſtracy which protects, and the Miniſtry which preaches 
it; demanding, in the moſt arrogan. Style, the Privilege 
of an unlimited Toleration ; and complaining-of Oppreſ- 
ſions and Perſecutions of innocent Papiſts, which are im- 
poſſible to be true, and you, who wrote or publiſhed theſe 
Complaints, know there is not the leaſt Ground of Foun- 
dation for them. So circuſhſtanced, was I to compliment 
ſuch arrogant Claimants with timid Conceffions and Com- 
pliances ? Or was I not rather juſtified, in demonſtrating, 
from the Conduct of Popiſh Princes and States towards 
their Proteſtant Subjects, that, whatever the Supreme 
Power of this Nation may condeſcend to do for them, in 
the Plenitude of Mercy, - A Sect which never tolerates, 
can have no Claim to Toleration.— 

So much in V indication of the Five preceding Letters : 
which is much too long, fince a Work that needs an A- 
pology, had better been thrown into the Fire; but | 
hope my Readers will be fayourable to a Writer who is cn. 

ged with Antagoniſts, whoſe principal Talent is 79 
Art of Miſrepreſentation.—. 

I will now, Sir, take up whatever new Argument ma; 
be found in the Remainder of your Poſtſcript, that may 
ſeem of ſufficient Importance to the Cauſe 1 would main 
tain, not to be paſſed unnoticed. 

You have given at the Cloſe of your Book (which, fo: 
expediting the Sale of it among your Popiſh Readers, vo. 
dad better place in the T'itle-Page of your next Publica 
tion) a very unhandſome, and, I will venture to ſay, - 
very unjuſt Character of the Engliſh Clergy ; you ſay, thi 
Piece was drawn by a Deift ©, but by the Coarfenels 0: 
the Colouring, and by its Refemblance to ſome oth, 
Daubings of the ſame Hand, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect it to be 
the Editor's of the Free Examination. 

You deſcribe them vicious and lazy, of a furious, vin. 
dictive, and perſecuting Spirit; Enemies to Truth ad 
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Moderation; without Candour, without Chriſtianity, 
without Humanity. (P. 177, 178.) 

"Theſe indeed are no new Tropes in the Mouths of Pa- 
viſts,. it is the Common-place Language of their worſt and 
weakeſt Advocates ; but it has not even the Merit of an 
ill-natured Truth ; I am not baſhful to declare, that I 
know it to be a Falſehood. 

The Engliſh Clergy arc fo far from being vicious in 
their general Character, that, if One in an Hundred of 
them be found notoriouſly culpable, he is inſtantly marked 
out, and becomes the Object of univerſal Contempt. 

They are not lazy; their Charges are for the moſt Part 
very laborious, and their Revenues inconſiderable; they 
perform the Duties of their Function with Diligence, Re- 

ularity, and ſober Attention; but they are not Enthu- 
Fats, officious, or intermeddling; the unwearied Acti- 
vity and Vigilance of their late solten was an Ex- 
ample they looked up to with filial Reverence and Emn- 
lation; and a late Inquiry hath ſhewed, that the reſtleſs 
Aſſiduity of the Popiſh Eccleſiaſtics, aided by the utmoſt 
Encouragement of their Patrons, under the Connivance 
of a mild Legiſlature, found their Diſappointment in the 
Watchfulneſs of the parochial Clergy.— 

They are not the furious Zealots in Controverſy you 
have ſuppoſed them; they received not their Education in 
the Schools of Ignatius or Dominic; they have been fo 
happily enlightened by that gradual Improvement of hu- 
man | Any ſince the Reformation, which you ſpeak 
of *, that they can expoſe the Abſurdities of Popiſh Super- 
ſtition, the Legerdemain of their modern Miracles, and 
the marvellous Legends of their Saints, without any 
harſher Feelings than thoſe of Contempt for the ſhame]c1s 
Impoſtors, and Pity for the deluded Multitude. 

They have even that happy Portion of “ Grecian 
« Temper, and Grecian Candour,” which the Free Exa- 
miners wiſh to impart to their Readers, inſomuch that they 
can allow to one of your admired Partizans, Mr. P———ps, 
the Merit of an entertaining Biographer, whilſt they laugh 

at his Pretenſions to the Claim of an Original 1/7 iter ; and 
wonder at his Aﬀectation of Preciſion and Correctneſs in 
minute Points, with ſo many capital Marks of Hafte and 
| Inaccuracy in great ones: If they are auilere with him 


— 


— 


y P:ljeripr, p. 179. 
G 


On 


82 F 


on any Subject, it is for many indecent Reflections on 
the eſtabliſhed Religion of his Country which protects 
him, whilſt he 1s reviling her in Terms which no Count 
of his own Communion would ſiffer without a Reſent- 
ment he would tremble to incur, 

The Love of Truth and pure Chriſtianity is the peculiar 
Boaſt of the Engliſh Clergy, for whoſe Sakes their Forefa- 
thers overcame the Prejudices and ſhook off the Pollutions 
which the Engliſh Church had been contracting through 
a long and dark Period of many hundred Years, though 
2 by all the Power and Policy of the Roman Pon- 
tiffs.— 

Spare them, Sir, then for the future, for the Credit of 
your own Character and Diſcernment. In this Kingdom 
at leaſt, it is deemed an Offence againſt Good-Manners, as 
well as Religion, to treat them with Rudeneſs; although 
they can eſteem it no Diſhonour to themſelves, in their 
Profeſſion, to be ſcoffed at by the Deiſts, or ſlandered by 
the Papiſts; the one will revile them, becauſe they are 
Chriſtians; the other will never forgive them, becautc 
they have forſaken their Idolatries. 

You are alſo particularly miſtaken in imputing Anger 
and V ehemence to your preſent Correſpondent, who, hay- 
ing never been an Eye-Witnels to the ſhocking Cruelties 
which your Superſtition authoriſes in ſome Parts even of 
Europe, is ſo immediately ſtruck with the many Abſur- 
dities which it preſents at firſt View, that he is rather diſ- 
poſed to Raillery, when he writes upon the Subject: Call 
him therefore, in your next Poſtſcript, by any other diſſo- 
nant Terms, or hard Words of Diſreſpect, that your Spleen 
may ſuggeſt to you; but take back the Epithets of “ an- 
« gry © Hccleſtattic,“ “ Furious Inquiſitor,” and inſcribe 
them on your own Phylattery. 

You ſeem indced to have a Conſciouſneſs in yourſelt 
that ſomewhat of Falſehood and Miſrepreſentation may 
have fallen from ycur Pen in the Progreſs of your Per- 
formance, by the Profeſſion you make at the Cloſe of it, 

nat ſ{ens/ty and Truth require theſe Two Acknow- 
ledgments from you, before you finiſh.” (Pœſſcr. p. 182.) 

1ſt, * That ſome Popes have challenged a depoſing Pow- 
er, to bring Princes in their Temporals under the 
« Pontifical Y oke.” 
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2d, „ That many of the Popiſb Clergy have countenanced 
ce the horrid Spirit of Revenge and Perſecution, and 
& the Breach of Faith that always attends on the 
Spirit of Revenge; (Poſtſcript, p. 182.) 
Honefly and Truth, Sir, would add ſomewhat more to 
theſe Conceſſions, and then the Controverſy will be at ar 
End, and your Antagoniſts will have gained all that they 
contend for; viz.—'T hat ſome Popes have challenged and 
exerciſed this Power, even in this Kingdom, to the Con- 
futon of the State, and the Hazard of the Crown—'That 1» 
Pope hath ever yet diſclaimed it ; and therefore it is to be 
concluded, that a// Popes would exerciſe it, to humble 
an Heretic Prince, whenever they had Power to do it.. 
You ſay right, Sir, „The petty States of Italy now 
* laugh at the Pope's Authority as much as we do.“ But 
let me tell you, Sir, the Engliſh Nation is of too reſpecta- 
ble a Name to be ſatisfied merely with being left in a State- 
of Safety through the Impotence of her ancient Enemy; 
the Honour of her Name requires, that the Scandal of 
even ſuch a pretended Claim ſhould be publicly and open- 
'v taken away, and diſayowed 5 that very 3 who 
nath more than once violently uſurped it. Nay farther, 
the 2 Deſpotiſm of the Roman Pontiff was, fron, 
the Beginning, as arrogant an Uſurpation upon the Rights 
of the 3 Power; and, in its Exertion, as great an, 
infringement on the Religious and Civil Liberties of the 
(Clergy and People of this Ifland,. as the temporal; and 
although you affect to ſpeak of it at this Time as 4 mere 
b N Point never yet decided, yet it appeared even 
the firſt, above a thouſand Years ago, under a very dif- 
*:rent Aſpect, to aur Britzh Anceſtors, who rejected it 
with. a Deciſion, that did Honour both to their Reſolution, 
«nd their Diſcernment. Had it been propounded with the 
innocence of Speculation at its firſt Overture in the Syno4 
of Warcefter, the free Spirit of the Britiſß Biſhops would 
t have taken the Alarm; and the memorable - Anſwer 
the bold Abbot of Bangor might never have been re- 
| G 2 corded ; 
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* Dinoth's Speech to Auſtin in the Synod held at Auguſtin's- 
fc on the Borders of Worce/terſhire, (and therefore called in La- 
ein Sprnodus J 7gornicnſts J is g1VEN by Spelman, in elch, Engliſh, 
*nd Latin, trom an ancient Britiſh MS. in the Cotton Library — 
Spirit and Propriety will warrant a Repetition of it ;— _ 
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corded; which is now delivered down to us, as a noble 
Teftimony of the Abhorrence with which the firſt At- 
tempt of extending the Papal Supremacy over the Bri 
Churches was received, and rejected in this Iſland.— 

The temporary Conceſſions of ſome Saxon Princes ir 
Favour.of Papal Supremacy (ſome of whom from Monks 
became Kings, and others from Kings degraded them- 
ſelyes into Monks; who were alſo {educcd by the Artifices 
of their firſt Converters to barter + Share of their Sove- 
reignty over the Britzns to the See of dme, in Exchange 
for © Saintſhips and Canonizations ;) prove indeed, that 
Rome made the Pre-eminence of her See the early Object 
of her Ambition, and, to her Reproach, alſo the princi- 
pal Stipulation with her new Converts ; but the Roni 
Scot paid firſt by Ina and Offa, and afterwards by more -f 
the Saxen Kings, for the Support of a School at Rome, fo! 
the Education of the Eng/1h Youth, can no more be called 
a Tribute in Acknowledgment of Papal Supremacy, than 
the Stipend ſettled by Louis XIV, ſince the Year 1667, fo, 
the Support of an Academy for young Painters, to {tudy 
the Originals of Raphael and Michael Angelo in the ſame 
Place, can he of that of the Crown of France.— 

It would be a needleſs Labour to mark out the vario 
Fluctuations of this Power, its Ebbs and Flows, in Prc- 

rtion to the Degtecs of Spirit or Pimidity, Strength of 
Mind and Superſtition in the Daniſh, Norman, or Plants 
genet Princes: It is ſutſicient for my Purpoſe to have ſhewn 
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© You propoſe to us Obedience to the Church of Ram.; 
you ignorant that we already owe a Neference to the Church 
of God, to the Biſhop of Rome, and to all Chriſtians, of Lov 
and Charity, which obliges us to endeavour by al! poſhb!: 
% Means to aſliſt, and to do them all the Good we can ? Other 
Obed:ence than this to hun you call F pe we know not of, aud 
this we are always ready to pay. Eut for a Superior, what 
need have we to go fo far as Name, w ken we are governed u 
der God by the Dithop of Carrie ty who hath Authoricy © 
take Care of our Churches and Spiritual Affairs? (Speln. 
Conc. \ ol. JI. p. 108, 109, quoted by Rapin, Vol. I. p. (8. 

KRapin iavs, „ that in Ergiand alone, in the Space of IU 
Hundred Years, there were Seven Kings and Seven Queens, 
with Eight Princes and Sixteen Princeftes diſtinguiſhed with 
the ] ities of Saints, bel. des Ten Kings and Elven Queci:s 
who reſigned their © rowns to turn Monks.” Refieftions on 
tte Primitive State of the Engliſu Church. Vol. I. p. 80. 
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the Novelty and the Weakneſs of this Claim made in Fa- 
your of the Papal Hierarchy, when it was firſt attempted 
upon the Britiſh Church. — 

Your ſecond Conceſſion, which allows © many of your 
« Clergy to have countenanced a horrid Spirit of Perſe- 
d cution, although Catholics in general diſclaim the Prin- 
e ciple,” would give me an eaſy Opportunity of recrimi- 
nating upon them the many harſh Accuſations you have 
caſt fo liberally upon ours. But this would he to cop 
your Method fomewhat too cloſely, to forego Reaſon and 
Argument for the Sweets of perſonal Abuſe, No, Sir! 1 
ſtill venture to aſſert, that Perſecution, under its moſt hor- 
rid Definition, 7. e. “ the moſt excruciating Tortures to 
cc extort Confeſſion, and the moſt inhuman of Puniſhments 
& afterwards,” is the calm, continued Practice of Roman 
Catholics towards Heretics, and (if I miſtake not the 
Meaning of a few Latin Words) declared by your late 
Pope, though in the mildeſt Phraſe he could ſpeak it, to 
be a Doctrine of your Church, or at leaſt of all your 
Churchmen, I cannot therefore conſent that you ſhould 
attribute ſo regular and formal a Proceſs as © the Torturing 
and Burning of Heretics,” to the Revenge or the Paſſion * 
either of your Clergy or Laity, but to that ſyſtematical 
Principle of Perſecution in your Religion, on which it 
is founded, and from which it was adopted, if you pleaſe, 
by thoſe Civil Powers who are the greateſt Bigots to your 
Superſtition. 
have now, Sir, anſwered the full Scope of your P:/t- 
ſeript in the beſt Manner I am able, according to my May; 
bo 2 and, 
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u Dr. Geddes (who was preſent at an Auto de F? at Liſbon in 
1682, and beheld the barbarous Triumphs both of the Prieſts 
and People, over the poor tortured Wretches that were expiring 
at the Stake) makes a very ſenſible Diſtinction, very much to 
my preſent Purpoſe, between the Power of Religious Zeal, and 
the ordinary Effects of human Paſſions on the Minds of Men— 

„That the Reader (of this Yiew of the Court of Inquiſition} 
“ may not think that their inhuman Joy at the Sufferings of the 
« Heretics in Flames may be an Effect of a natural Cruelty in 
te their Diſpoſitions, and not of the Spirit of their Religion; he 
% may reſt aſſured, that all public Malefactors, beſides Heretics, 
„have their violent Deaths no-where more tenderly lamented 
« than among the ſame People, even where there is nothing, in 


the Manner of their Deaths, that appears inhuman or cruel .”” 
Geages's Tracts, 8v0, p. 450. 
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and, to avoid if poſſible, any farther Debate on theſe Points, 
which, for the Sake of Good- manners, I would wiſh to 
keep clear of, I will, in Obedience to your Commands, 
unreaſonable as they are, endeavour to ſum up the Con- 
troverſy, according to your own. The Terms you preſcribe 
in your laſt Pages are, That whoever, for the Time to 
come ſhall take upon him to anſwer you, ſhall give 
« you Satisfaction on the three following Queſtions. 

Firſt Queſtion. 4 Will not the frequent Wars, carried 
on by Proteſtant Subjects againſt the Popiſh Govern- 
« ments under which they lived, ſufficiently account for 
& the Perſecution they ſuffer in Catholic States from the 
Civil Government, without having any Commiſſion 
from their Church for doing ſo? {( Poiſcript, p. 184.) 

Anſwer—No—and for thete Reaſons— 

Becauſe, over and above the Oppreſſions they ſuffer 
from the Civil Power in Compliance with the Importuni- 
ties of the Eccleſtaſtic, the Perſecutions they endure, and 
moſt complain of, are not for Civil Diſobedience ; and the 
Puniſhments inflicted on them are not ſuch as are appro- 
priated to Civil Offences : The Proteſtant Heretic is ſum- 
moned before an Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction for Crimes of 
Opinion, merely reſpecting his religious Belief ; he is put 
to 'Tortures by the Command of his Eccleſiaſtical Judges 
according to the Caprice of their barbarous Zeal, not in 
Compliance with any eſtabliſhed Forms of the Laws of 
the State; the Proteſtant Convict is conſigned to Puniſh- 
ment, the Puniſhment of Fire, which, I believe, no Ci- 
= Juriſdiction in Europe ever inflicts tor Treaſon or Re- 
bellion. 

Second Queſtion. Why are the Rebellions, Sedi- 
tions, and Breach of Faith of Proteſtant Subjects, at- 
© tributed to the Vices and Paſhons of Human Nature; 
<« and thoſe of Papiſts attributed to Principle?“ (PH: 
ſcript, p. 184.) 

Anſwer.— This Queſtion is rather preſumed than grant- 
ed, and may be anſwered by ſaying, that not a the Re- 
bellions, Seditions, &c. of Proteſtant Subjects are to be 
imputed to the Vices and Paſſions of Human Nature; nei- 
ther are a thoſe of the Papiſts to be attributed to Principle. 

The Rebellion of the Puritan Party in 1642, at leaft 
the Exceſſes of it, grew out of religious Enthuſiaſm, and 
were the more bloody on that yery Account. 

; The 
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The Rebellions on the other Hand, in 1715 and 1745, 
were entered into by the Roman Catholics, as much from 
olitical as from religious Principles. This Queſtion there- 
Tore, whatever Streſs you are pleaſed to lay on it, ſeems fo- 
reign to the preſent Debate ; but, if it has any Foree, it 
may be fully defeated by ſhewing, | 
hat the Principle of /awful Re/ylance, which Proteſtants 
profeſs to hold, is only dangerous to Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, not to Monarchy. But that the diſpenſing 
and depoſing Powers; the Merit of poignarding an Ex- 
communicate, Heretic Prince; the Permiſſion of violating 
national Faith given to Heretical States, which may, of- 
ten is, and, for the Intereſt of the Popiſh Church, always 
can be granted; the Sacredneſs of the Seal of Confeſſion, 
which may not be broken to ſave the Lives of Heretic 
Kings : Theſe doctrinal Tenets of 2 which have 
given Riſe to moſt nefarious Practices; which have been 
held and taught by ſome of its firſt Doctors, which are 
allowed to be held by any who approve them, and for 
which he will ever be eſteemed the truer Son of the Romiſh 
Church who does hold them ; which have been whiſpered 
in the Ears of ſome, to encourage them to Treaſons and 
Aſſaſſinations; which have been proclaimed in the midſt 
of Armies of Rebels, to rouſe them to more daring Acts 
of Outrage; which have never been witheld when th 
could be thought inſtrumental to the Cauſe of Popery ei- 
ther in England or Ireland; all theſe concurring 7 — 
evince, that a Proteſtant Writer is not chargeable with 
Malice or Miſrepreſentation, if he collects, upon a Com- 
pariſon of Hiſtorical Facts with theſe pernicious Doctrines, 
that the Freaſons, Rebellions, and Maſſacres, which have 
been plotted or perpetrated by the Popiſh Party, ſeparately 
taken, againſt the Proteſtant, in theſe Kingdoms, ſince 
the ra they ſo much abhor, the Reformation, were en- 
tered into upon religious Principles; and from thence con- 
cludes, it muſt ever be dangerous to the Civil Order, and 
Safety of the Engliſh Government, as ſettled at the Revo- 
lation, that a Sect ſhould be ſuffered to increaſe in Strength 
and Numbers, under the Shelter of public Toleration, 
whoſe Tenets are of themſelves ſo obnoxious, and whoſe 
Prieſthood is known to have ſo powerful an Influence over 
the Hearts and Hands of their common People. Which is 
of itſelf a Reflection of very ſerious Moment to the Well- 
being of this Government.— 
G 4 Third 
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Third Queſtion. “ Why are Popiſh Prieſts ſaid to be 


cc intolerant by Principle, when they id the whole Bo- 
c dy of Papiſts deny © Principle of Inteler ande; and ſhew, 
c that Pr infant ©: hiofts enjoy a Liberty of Worſhip, 
« and the Civil! 1. ivhis of Society, under ſeveral Popiſh 
© Governments in Germany, and did «&:;oy them man 
« Years in France, which is an invincible Proof that there 
«is #7 rinciple of Intoleration in Popery.” (Poſtſcript p. 
185.) | 

Aae ee or many, or, if you pleaſe, all the Po- 
piſh Pricſts, who are now writing with you, or crying 
aloud for Toleraticn in this Kingdom, may with Safety de- 
ny a Principle, which they do not, for they have it not in 
their Power, to practiſe; neither is it roſfible to prove 1t 
upon any Individual, who finds it for his Intereſt to den 
it; but it can be proved on the Body of their Church, 
both by its public Declarations, and notorious Practice in 
many A ee from the Date of the formal Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Perſecution in the Council of Lateran in 1215, 
to the preſent Exerciſe of it againſt the Diſſidents in Po- 
land in 1769, — | 

The Liberty of Worſhip enjoyed by Proteſtants under 
Popiſh Governments in Germany, by Virtue of the Treaty 
of Maſiphalia, was acquired by them with their Arms in 
their Hands, and confirmed to them by the Public Acts of 
the Civil Power, contrary to the Good-will of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtics, and in direct Oppoſition to the Bullrs, Protefls, and 
Anathemas of the Romiſh Church and * Pontiff, who have 
ſtruggled to extenuate, toexplain away, or utterly to exſcind 
every Article of it in their Favour, on every Pretence and 
Opportunity ſince the Treaty of Munter, under Sanction ot 
which the Proteſtants inG-rmanyenjey indeed ſome Shadow? 


of 


— 


a 8 * 


— — — 


* —/ftphaliz Pacis Capita, ad Religionis negotiurn perti- 
nent.a, olim ab hic Sancta Sede reprobata—(fays Clement XI. in 
the Breve quoted in the Appendix. 


The poor Vaudbis in the Valleys of Piedmont boaſt of ſome 
fuch little Portion of religious Liberty (fpite of the Croiſade ſet 
on Foot by Pope Innocent IIId, for their utter Extirpation.) 

„ Through the Favour of the King of Sardinia to whom 
their Loyalty hath always been fleady} they have enjoyed the 
public Exercife of their Worſhip, though narrowed by various 
«© Reftraints, aud liable to perpetual ill Treatment from bigot- 
ted Magiſtrates and Cthcers, whilit all Endeavours are uſed to 
«« pervert the Few that have Wealth :”— ( Majerdie's Addreſs to 
te Engliſh Clergy in Behalf ct the Jauaei, Chititians, 1768.) 
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of Liberty to this Hour. That they daily ſuffer ſome De- 


falcations from it is owing to the vexatious Importunity 
of the Popiſh Church and Clergy; and to the ſame into- 
lerant Spirit, which I {till venture to call the Principle of 
their Church, was chiefly owing the utter Loſs of it in 
France, by the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. That 
they once enjoyed it there, was owing to their own Firm- 
neſs and Refofution. and to the liberal Spirit of a great 
King, who had been educated in nobler Principles than his 
new Religion would have allowed him : That they enjoy it 
there no longer is, as you ſay, an invincible Progf—but of 
what : U hat the Principle of Intoleration has prevailed even 
in France, over the Word of a King, the Faith of Treaties, 
nay, the very Intereſt of a Nation, which feels and laments 
the deſtructive Conſequences of it at this Day.— 

I have now, Sir, gone through your whole Peſiſcript, and 
the Three notable Queſtions, which bring up the Rear of it, 
which, as I am ambitious of the Honour of being reputed 
your Anſwerer, I would not paſs over, though they ſeem 
to me no more than a heavy Recapitulation of what the 
Free-Examiners have ſaid a Fran 

Give me Leave to finiſh my Letter with a fair Parody of 
your own Conclufton : | 

When you can ſhew that Proteſtant States, and prin- 
<« cipally our own, have not Motives, on a political Ac- 
c count, to repreſs, or at leaſt to prevent the Increaſe of, 
« Papiſts ; when you can prove, that Popiſh Subjects are 
« not actuated by ftronger Paſſions and Prejudices than 
© other Men, when they break out into Rebellion againſt 
* Proteſtant Princes; then you may attribute the Reſtric- 
c tions of Proteſtant Governments to religious Perſecu- 
tion; and the Difloyalties of Popiſh Subjects only to 
„Civil Cauſes: And, according to the Rules of Popiſh 
« Oratory, and the Artifices of its Prieſthood, dreſs up 
« 2 horrid Tale of Perſecution, and make a Detail of 
o fallacious Circumſtances to move the Magiſtrates to in- 
*« dulge Papiſts in their Mode of Worſhip.” (See the con- 
„ cluding Paragraph of the Po/?ſcript.) 

At preſent, Sr, Jam convinced, upon a calm Obſer- 

vation of the real State of Popery in this Kingdom, drawn 
from the aſſured Behaviour of its Prieſthood, and the ma- 
ny inſidious Practices diſcovered among them in the Pro- 
ſecution of the late Inquiry ; and alſo from the many bold 
Publications of its Advocates, led up by Cardinal Pole“ 
Bicgrapher. 
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Biographer, and followed by the Writers of The Apology, 
and The Free Examination, whoſe Editor you are; 

That the Penal Laws are but neceſlary 3 of De- 
ence for the Protection of Proteſtantiſm; which her Guar- 
dians and Watchmen are obliged occaſionally to reſort to, 
to ſtop the forward Advances of your Teachers; who find 
a ſafer Shelter under too indulgent a Connivance, than they 
might poſfibly do even under a ſtrict and well-guarded Toe 

ation. 


am, &. 
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Chariſſimo in Chriſto Filio noſtro Carolo 
Hiſpaniarum Catholico, nec non Hungariæ 
& Bohemiæ Regi illuſtri, in Romanorum 
Imperatorem electo. 


Ein FF; . 


Hariſſime in Chriſto Fili noſter, Salutem & Apoſto- 
licam Benedictionem. Plurima, & ſanè fervida Stu- 
dia, quæ ab Eterodoxis Principibus indeſinenter adhiberi 
novimus in Tractationibus Ultrajett: inſtitutis, ut quic- 
quid prope Finem * quarti Articuli Pacificationis Riſwa- 
cenſis Favore Catholicorum & Orthodoxæ Fidei adjectum 


fuit, 


This Breve was ſent by Clement XI. to the Emperor Charles 
VI, during the Congreſs at Utrecht, as a true ParAL AnT1- 
DOTE againſt all Senſe of Remorſe, and all Shame of Remon- 
ſtrance, on the Violation of every ſolemn Stipulation made, in 
Favour of his Proteſtant Subjects in Silefa, by his Brother and 
Predeceſſor Jo/eph - And alſo as a PRESERVvaTIVE againſt the 
Influence of any Obligation he might be forced to bind himſelf 
to, tarough the Interpoſition of the Proteſtant Powers in their 
Behalf, in the Courſe of che preſent Treaty.— 


b The fourth Article of the Treaty of Ryſwick, ſo much exulted 
in by Clement, was a notorious Breach of national Honour from 
the firſt, being diametrically oppoſite to the Treaty of Ve- 
phalia, which was agreed upon in the preceding Article, as the 
Baſis upon which it was to be founded; it was alſo immediately 
proteſted againſt by the Miniſters of the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, ho refuſed to ſign the Treaty, when concluded, on 
that very Account. —The injurious Clauſe was, 

That the French King ſhould reſtore to the Emperor and 
the Empire, and the Members thereof, whatever Places had 
been taken during the War, —only the Roman Catholic Religion 
„ ſhould remain in the Places thus reflored, in the State it then was, 
c. Lediard's Coutinuation of Ain.) 
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fuit, penitùs abrogetur : & contri verd Meſiphalicam Pacis 
Capita ad Religionis Negotium pertinentia, nedim olim 
ab hac ſanctè Sede reprobata, ſed & per ipſum Articulum 
quartum Riſwicenſer correcta, inſtaurentur, & Execution! 
demandentur; qua de Re non ita ſpridem Majeſtati tuæ 
fuſe perſcripſimus, nobis in Memoriam revocant infelices 
illas, & nunquam fatis deplorandas Pactiones, quas dudum 
eodem plane Conſilio inferendi Abominationem in loco 
ſancto Sueci Plenipatentiarii ſeu Commiſſarii non minds vi- 
olentèr quam injuſte expreſſerunt a Plenipotentiariis ſer 
Commiſtariis Cla. Mem. Jeſcphi, dum viveret, in Roma- 
norum Imperatorem ele&i, germani Fratris tui, quæque, 
Anno 1707, in Caſtris Altran/tadenſibus, inter eoſdem utri- 
uſque Partis Commiſſarios initæ fuerunt. Summus pro- 
fecto Dolor, quo tunc affecti fuimus, cum animo repu- 
taremus, præter alia graviſſima Catholicm Religioni, ac Ju- 
riſdictioni Eccleſiaſticæ per eas Pactiones Nat Detrinienth 
wſignem adeoEccleſtarum Numerum tum in tribus Ducati- 
bus Lignienſs, Bregenſi, ac MHumſterbergenſi, tum in ipfa Ura- 
tiſſavienſi Civitate, ac in reliquis etiam Sileſiæ Principati- 
bus vero Dei Cultu eripi, & auferri, & EXEcRAN D 

| SECT & 
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Upon which Biſhop Burnet makes this Comment.— 

„A new Piece of Treachery againſt the Proteſtant Religion 
& broke out in the Concluſion; the French declared that that 
Part of the Palatinate which was ſtipulated to be reſtored in 
* the State in which it was, by Virtue of that Article, was to 
continue in the ſame State, with Relation to Religion, in 
* which it was at that Time : By this ſeveral Churches were to 
* be condemned, that otherwiſe, according to the Laws of the 
Empire, and in particular of thoſe Dominions, were to be 
«© reſtored to the Proteſtants, This had been ſecretly con- 
* certed among the whole Popiſh Party, who are always firm to 
the Intereſts of their Religion, and zealous for them; where- 
as the Proteſtant Courts are too apt to ſacriſice the common 
** Intereit of their Religion to their own private Advantage. 
The King was troubled at this treacherous Motion, but he 
<* ſaw no Inclination in the Allies to oppole it with the Zeal 
with which it was preſſed on the other Hand. Burzet's Hi- 
** ttory of his own Limes, Vol. II. p. 201.) 

© Upon what Claim of Right the Churches in Silefa were 
delivered up to the accursiD SECT, the Proteitants, (as the 
Pope ſomewhat UNCHAR!TABLY pronounces them) will ap- 
pear from the following Paſſage in Biſhop Burnet, which refcrs 
to the Pacincation of Altranfladt es 


he 
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SecT Impietati tradi & aſſignari, nunc maximè non tan- 
tim renovatur, ſed majorem etiam in modum intenditur, 
ac augetur, dum Cogitatione complectimur atque proſpi- 
cimus quantam inde Spem ſumpturi ſunt Acatholici reli- 
quas etiam nefarias eorum Machinationes atque Conſilia 
perficiendi. 1 
Porro, tametſi compertum habeamus Majeſtatem tuam 
minime latere quam alieno a memoratis Pactionibus Ani- 
mo idem Frater tuus fuerit; quantopere doluerit, quod ob 
Res ſuas tunc in arcto poſitas ejuſmodi duras ac plane im- 
pias Conditiones accipere coactus fuerit; & quo tandem 
zituaverit Deſiderio congruis Remediis quæ perperam acta 
fuerant ſarciendi ac reparandi: quæ omnia Literis ſua ma- 
nu exaratis diſertè nobis ſigniſicavit, ac luculentiùs etiam 
& uberiùs dilecto Filio noſtro Aunibali Sanctæ Romane 
Eccleſiæ Cardinali Alban? noſtro ſecundum Carnem ex 
Fratre Nepoti per idem Tempus apud eum agenti non ſe— 
mel explicayit ; & quamvis itidem ambigere nequaquam 
poſſimus quin Majeſtas tua pro eximia Pietate & Studio 
quo incenſa cit cauſe Dei veræque Religionis, probe in- 
telligat & agnoſcat ejuſmodi Pactiones prorſus inanes, & 
ſuapte natura irritas, ac nullius Roboris vel Momenti ex- 
titifle & exiſtere, quemadmodum eas germanus Frater tu- 
us a nobis admonitus palam agnovit, & profeſſus fuit : & 
propterea optimè etiam perſpiciat nullam prorſus earum 
habendam 


K 


— — 


— 


>” 


“ The King of Sweden came to underſtand that the Proteſ- 
* tants in Silefa had their Churches and the free Exerciſe of 
* their Religion ſtipulated to them by the Peace of Munſter, 

and that the Crown of Sweden was the Guarantee for ob- 
, ſerving this; theſe Churches were taken from them; fo the 
King of Sweden was in juſtice bound to ice to the Obſerving 
of that Article. When this was firſt repreſented to the Court 
of Vienna, it was treated with much Scorn. The Demand 
of reſtoring the Churches was a Matter of hard Digeſtion to 
a bigotted and haughty Court, —The King had a great Army 
at hand; and he threatened an immediate Rupture, if this 
© Demand was not agreed to: The Imperial Court at laſt yield- 

ed, ſo that every 1 hing purſuant to So Article ct the 'Treaty 
of Munſter was agreed to be performed within a prefixed 
Time. The uus made great Oppoſition, but the Imperial 

Court would not provoke a Prince who they thought was 
ſeeking a Colour to break with them; ſo by the Day fixed 
all the Churches were reſtored to the Proteſtants in /. — 
{ Burnt's Hiſtory of his own Limes, Vol. II, P. 483.) 
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habendam eſſe Rationem, nec illas a quoquam allegari, 
aut obſervari ullo modo poſſe, nec debere: nihilominùs 
tum ut quz ſemper fuerit, & adhuc fit noſtra eà de Re Sen- 
tentia Majeſtati tuæ clariùs & apertius innoteſcat, tum 
etiam ut Apoſtolico noſtro Judicio innixa ſolidias & alacri- 
us prædictas Conventiones prorſus contemnere, ac ita illas 
habere poſſit, tanquam fi nunquam fate fuiſſent: Ma- 
jeſtati tuæ per præſentes denunciamus, ac inſimul traditd 
wobis ab Omnipotenti Des Authoritate declaramus, prænarratas 
dicti Tractatus Altranſtadenſis Pactiones, cæteraque in ea 
contexta quæ Catholic Fidei, divino Cultui, Animarum 
Saluti, Eccleſiægue Authoritati, J uriſdictioni, Libertati, ac 
Juribus quibuſcunque quomodalibet offitunt, five præjudicium 
etiam minimum afferunt, aut inferre, ſeu intuliſſe, vel 
alias nocere ſeu nocuiſſe quoquomodo dici, cenſeri, præ- 
tendi, vel intelligi poſſent, cum omnibus & fingulis inde 
ſecutis & quandocunque ſecuturis, ipſo jure nulla, irrita, 
invalida, injuſta, reprobata, inania, viribuſque & effectu 
penitùs ac omninò vacua ab ipſo initio © fuifle, ac eſſe & 
perpetuò fore, Neminemque ad illorum, ſeu cujuſlibet eo- 
rum, etiamſi pluries ratificata, ac Furamento vallata ſint. 
Obſervantiam teneri, imo nec illa ullatenùs a quoquam 
obſeryart potuiſſe, ac debuiſſe, aut poſſe, ac debere, neque 
ex illis, cuiquam aliquod jus, vel actionem, aut titulum 
etiam coloratum, ve} poſſidendi ac præſcribendi Cauſam, 
acquiſitum, vel acquiſitam fuiſſe nec eſſe, minùſque ullo 
Tempore acquiri, & competere poſſe, neque illa ullum 
Statum facere, vel feciſſe, ſed perinde ac fi nunquam ema- 
naſſent, nec facta fuillent, pro non extantibus, & non 
tactis perpetuò haberi debere. Et nihilominus ad ube- 

riorem 
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4 This Be EVE of Clement XI may be preſumed to be a true 
Comment upon, and Explanation of the Dod rine of the Popiſh 
Church with regard to the Meaſures of Faith to be kept with 
Heretics — Let it be granted then, that the Church of Rome 
doth not ſay, That no Faith is ever to be kept with Heretics 
on any Occaſion.” The Proteſtants do not charge her with it ; 
but ſhe fays, and confirms it by the Mouth of her infallible Ora- 
cle, the Pope, in the Breve before us,— 

I hat no Stipulations in any wiſe detrimental to the Autho- 
«© rity of the Romiſh Church, or that can be ſuppoſed or under- 
gd to be of the leaſt Prejudice thereto, are, from the Begin- 
ning of any Validity ;”? and hence the Pope annuls ſuch as he 

hanl.s fit, conviving at them, perhaps, when made, but decla- 
ng eagzinſt chem when it will anſwer his Purpoie,— 
2 
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riorem Cautelam, & r opus fit, Pactiones præ- 
dictas, aliaque præmiſſa, ut præfertur, præjudicialia ha- 
rum ſerie improbamus, reſcindimus, caſſamus, irritamus, 
& annullamus, viribuſque ac effectu penĩitùs & omnino 
vacuamus.—Age igitur Chariſſime in Chriſto Fili Noſter, 
ac Pactionibus hujuſmodi penitus rejectis, iiſque omnibus 
quæ in earum Executionem quovis modo geſta fuerunt, 
reſciſſis, Eccleſizx, Religionis, ac Dei Cauſam fortiter 
tuere, & ab ejus Patrocinio ſuſcepti tui Regiminis felicia 
auſpicari Primordia: Oſtende ſatis tibi perſuaſum eſſe præ- 
cipuas tuas Partes pro ea, quam obtines, Imperii Majeſ- 
tate, non alias eſſe debere, quam in propugnandis Fidei 
& Eccleſiz Juribus, quæ Religioſiſſimi inclytique Impe- 
ratores, Majores tui, aſſerere ſemper atque amplificare pro 
viribus ſtuduerunt. Ita plane perennem tuo Nomini Lau- 
dem & Gloriam, cceleſteſque tibi ac tuæ Auguſte Domuz 
Benedictiones magis —_— conciliabis; quarum in 
Auſpicium cum perpetuo Felicitatis tuæ Voto conjunctam 
Apoſtolicam Benedictionem Majeſtati tuæ amantiſſimè 
{mpertimur “. 


Datum Rome, apud Sanctum Petrum ſub Annulo 
Piſcatoris, Die 4 Junii, 1712, Pontificatus noſtri 
Anno Duodecimo '. 


8 85 "OT 
„Clem. XI. Pont. Max. Epiſtolz & Brevia Selectiora. Tom. 
2. P. 178, 179, 180. | 
An Engliſh Tranſlation of this Breve is given by Mr. Black- 


zurne in his ſecond Appendix to his Conſiderations, &c, publiſhed 
{ome Months after the firſt Edition of theſe Letters. — 
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